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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Is it fair to redistribute income from the haves to the have-nots?  Are preemptive military strikes wrong?  Do white people owe reparations to the descendants of slaves?  In this course we search for answers to these and other questions about what justice requires in the works of several important contemporary theorists. During the course of the semester we will explore three important bodies of theory: distributive justice (who should get what, and how much); restorative justice (what, if anything, we owe to the victims of injustice); and just war theory.  This is a Political Theory course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Four papers and a final exam, each worth 20% of the final grade. Details about these assignments can be found at the course web site. Late papers will be penalized one half-grade per weekday. All assignments must be completed, in sequence, to receive a passing grade for the course. Attendance and class participation are expected.

FINAL GRADE

To calculate your final grade for the course, first convert your letter grades into numbers using the 4-point GPA system: A+=4.33, A=4.0, A-=3.67, etc. Add the five numbers together, divide by five, and consult the following scale to determine your final grade: A=4.33-3.80; A-=3.79-3.50; B+=3.49-3.16; B=3.15-2.83; B-=2.82-2.50; C+=2.49-2.16; C=2.15-1.83; C-=1.82-1.50; D+=1.49-1.16; D=1.15-0.83; F<0.83.

PLAGIARISM 

Any student who plagiarizes all or part of a paper in my courses, or who cheats in any way, will receive a failing grade for the assignment AND the course. In addition, the infraction will be reported to the Dean's Office. For a more complete discussion of plagiarism, see the statement posted at the course web site.
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:45am-9:45am in Damen Hall 961, or by appointment.  My office phone number is 773-508-3057; my e-mail address is rmayer@luc.edu.

REQUIRED BOOKS
Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (Harvard) ISBN 0465097200
John Rawls, Justice as Fairness (Harvard) ISBN 0674005112
Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars (Basic 4th ed, 2006) ISBN 0465037070 
Janna Thompson, Taking Responsibility for the Past (Polity) ISBN 0745628850
COURSE WEB SITE
There is a web site for this course on Blackboard at https://blackboard.luc.edu. On it you will find a copy of the syllabus, writing  and exam guides, essay topics, and course readings.  You are responsible for printing copies of these materials.
CORE CURRICULUM
This course is an option in the "Values across the Curriculum: Understanding and Promoting Justice" section of the new core curriculum. The course is designed to achieve certain "Learning Outcomes" and to enhance "Skill Development."

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students in this course will demonstrate an understanding of different arguments about what justice requires. Readings and assignments teach students to develop and demonstrate certain theoretical competencies:

· to demonstrate an understanding of important theories of distributive justice and just war theory;

· to compare and contrast competing theories of what justice requires in the distribution of goods;

· to identify the implicit assumptions and principles underlying particular theoretical claims;

· to assess different policy recommendations in light of principles of justice;

· to articulate a personal philosophy of responsibility to promote justice within and between societies.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT
Students in this course will enhance skills associated with critical thinking and ethical awareness by learning:

· to undertake the close reading of theoretical texts

· to uncover assumptions implicit in an argument

· to compare and contrast several different theories of justice

· to present fairly points of view with which they might disagree

· to identify the premises and implications of different policy choices

· to build principled arguments that justify a favored policy outcome

· to assess decisions and actions on the basis of principles of justice
PART ONE: JUSTICE BETWEEN STRANGERS

Week #1
The State of Nature

ANARCHY, STATE AND UTOPIA: ix-35, 51-53

Week #2
The Minimal State

ANARCHY, STATE AND UTOPIA: 88-119
Week #3
Against Redistribution

ANARCHY, STATE AND UTOPIA: 149-182


paper #1 due January 29 

Week #4
The Marketplace of Utopias

ANARCHY, STATE AND UTOPIA: 297-334


PART TWO: JUSTICE BETWEEN COOPERATORS

Week #5
The Veil of Ignorance
JUSTICE AS FAIRNESS: 1-38, 80-94



paper #2 due February 12 

Week #6
Maximize the Minimum
JUSTICE AS FAIRNESS: 39-79, 94-134

Week #7
Beyond the Welfare State
JUSTICE AS FAIRNESS: 135-179

SPRING BREAK


PART THREE: JUSTICE BETWEEN STATES
Week #8
The Moral Reality of War
JUST AND UNJUST WARS: 3-47


paper #3 due March 12 

Week #9
Just Causes
JUST AND UNJUST WARS: 51-108



Walzer: "The Iraq War" (web)
Week #10 
Just Means
JUST AND UNJUST WARS: 127-159, 176-196
Week #11
Supreme Emergency

JUST AND UNJUST WARS: 225-268, 304-327


PART FOUR: JUSTICE BETWEEN GENERATIONS 

Week #12
The Sins of the Forefathers


TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PAST: 3-53


paper #4 due April 9
Week #13
The Claims of the Dispossessed
TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PAST: 54-97
Week #14
Slavery and Reconciliation


TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PAST: 101-153


final exam on April 28 
