
PLSC 313: Resistance & Obligation
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                  Fall 2009

DESCRIPTION
Is terrorism ever justified?  On what grounds may subjects overthrow a government?  When is civil disobedience a legitimate tactic of protest?  These questions are all concerned with a fundamental issue in political theory: when, and how, we may disobey the commands of government.  In this course we assess the legitimacy of violent and nonviolent methods of resistance through an examination of classical and contemporary texts.  A range of views will be considered, from advocates of terrorism and assassination at one extreme, to those who insist that subjects must never actively resist at the other.  This is a Political Theory course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Four essays and two exams, each worth one-sixth of the final grade.  Details about these assignments can be found at the course web site.  Late papers will be penalized one half-grade per weekday.  All assignments must be completed, in sequence, to receive a passing grade for the course.  Attendance and class participation are expected.
PLAGIARISM 

Any student who plagiarizes all or part of a paper in my courses, or who cheats in any way on graded assignments, will receive a failing grade for the assignment AND the course. In addition, the infraction will be reported to the Dean's Office. For a more complete discussion of plagiarism, see the statement posted at the course web site.

FINAL GRADE
To calculate your final grade for the course, first convert your letter grades into numbers using the 4-point GPA system: A+=4.33, A=4.0, A-=3.67, etc. Add the six numbers together, divide by six, and consult the following scale to determine your final grade: A=4.33-3.80; A-=3.79-3.50; B+=3.49-3.16; B=3.15-2.83; B-=2.82-2.50; C+=2.49-2.16; C=2.15-1.83; C-=1.82-1.50; D+=1.49-1.16; D=1.15-0.83; F<0.83.

OFFICE HOURS 

M/W/F, 11:30am-1:00pm, in Damen Hall 961, or by appointment. My office phone number is 773-508‑3057; my e‑mail address is rmayer@luc.edu. 

REQUIRED BOOKS
Sophocles, Antigone (Hackett 0872205711)

Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (Grove 0802141323)

COURSE WEB SITE 
There is a web site linked to this course though Blackboard at https://blackboard.luc.edu. On it you will find a copy of the syllabus, writing guides, essay topics, and required readings.  You are responsible for printing copies of these materials.

NONVIOLENCE

Week #1
Call of Duty I


Walzer, Superior Orders (web) 





Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem (web)
Week #2
Call of Duty II


Plato, Crito (web)

Week #3
Call of Duty III


Berkeley, Passive Obedience (web)



** essay #1 due September 11 **
Week #4
Call of Duty IV


Sophocles, Antigone: 1-58 (book)

Week #5
Civil Disobedience I

Thoreau, Civil Disobedience (web)



Thoreau, A Plea for Captain John Brown (web)

Week #6
Civil Disobedience II
King, Letter from Birmingham Jail (web)



King, The Trumpet of Conscience (web)



** essay #2 due October 2 **

Week #7
Civil Disobedience III


Prosch, Limits to the Moral Claim in Civil Disobedience (web)



Dixon, The Morality of Anti-Abortion Civil Disobedience (web)

VIOLENCE

Week #8
Riot



Carter, Stonewall (web)
** midterm exam on October 12 **
Week #9
Sabotage

Foreman, In Defense of Monkeywrenching (web)

Turner, Monkeywrenching, Perverse Incentives and Ecodefense (web)

Week #10
Assassination
Camus, The Just Assassins (web)

Week #11
Terrorism I

Walzer, Terrorism (web)



Walzer, A Critique of Excuses (web)



** essay #3 due November 6 **

Week #12
Terrorism II


Held, Terrorism and Rights (web)



Wilkins, Can Terrorism Be Justified? (web)

Week #13
Terrorism III
Honderich, Terrorism for Humanity (web)



Churchill, Some People Push Back (web)

Week #14
Terrorism IV

Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth: xliii-lxii (book)



** essay #4 due November 23 **
Week #15
Terrorism V

Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth: 1-52, 219-239 (book)

** final exam on December 7 **
