AE/WS/ES --   283  Environmental Justice – Summer, 2003  

Instructor:  Bernice Marie-Daly, Ph.D.

Contact information:  

Fairfield University Pipeline: bmariedaly@mail.fairfield.edu.  

I read and respond to my messages every morning.  

If you are unable to gain access to the University Pipeline or webct, please contact Mary Kleps at 254-4000 x 3207 or mkleps@mail.fairfield.edu.  Also please inform me of the problem by calling:  203/334-7904

 

Course Description:

This course offers a comprehensive study of the political impact of our global environmental crisis examined through the lens of the relationships among self, society and the natural world.  We research scientific, ethical and economic perspectives that impact our ecological reality and explore insights from diverse points of view.  Working in self-selected groups, students have the opportunity to report on alternative cultural models and activists’ movements aimed at creating a global sustainable future.           

Texts:

1. Carolyn Merchant, Radical Ecology: The Search for a Livable World. 
2. Lester Milbrath, Envisioning a Sustainable Society: Learning Our Way Out. 

3. Videos/Articles distributed.

Course Objectives: 

To provide a comprehensive conceptual and practical understanding of the global dimensions of the ecology crisis as seen through the lens of:  

1.   Self in society.

2.   The confluence of social and ecological issues.

3.   Explorations of spiritual, economic, cultural & political factors.

4.   Models offering global sustainability

Course Requirement:  

1. Class readings, assignments & threaded discussions (40%)

Due by 9am of the next scheduled class.

2.  Two response papers (30%)  Due: 9am on June 19 & July 10

3.  Research Paper Presentation (15%) Due:  July 21-July 24

4.  Research Paper (15%)  Due: July 25 – no duplicate topics.

    You can submit your topic on or before June 26 (9am)

5.  No final exam

A threaded discussion can have 3 or 4 members.  Membership can vary. Discussions need to relate to the specific objectives assigned to the readings.

After all threaded discussions, submit a summary of the group’s comments and observations.  Be sure to include the names of all the participants.

I have divided the course into 8 Learning Units, with two class meetings per unit.  

Learning Units:

Learning Unit 1 -- June 2 & June 5  -- Introduction & Self in Society

          June 2  – Objectives:
1. To provide an overview of the course and examine the syllabus. 

2. To imagine the existence of humanity in geological time.

3. To recognize the ways in which human thinking and acting creates social and ecological damage.  

                         Assignments:  (due by 9am on 6/5)

1. Read Introduction Icon & examine syllabus carefully

2. Read lecture notes 1

3. Read Milbrath, xi-xv; 1-8

4.  Create a simple pencil drawing depicting humans in geological   time.

5.  Threaded Discussion:  Share your observations  
6.   Read article:  Culture and Ideas: Hog Heaven and Hell
                7.   Threaded Discussion:  Note the social, environmental, spiritual/moral, economic, cultural and political factors creating the ecological crises described in the article. 


   June 5   - Objectives:

1. To recognize the ways our socialization process influences our perceptions 

2. To examine specific aspects of social learning.

Assignments:  (due by 9am on 6/9)

1. Read Merchant, 1-14 and Milbrath, 88-114. 

2. Read lecture notes 2

3. Complete “Self in Society, Socialized Self & Social Justice” Form and discuss in threaded discussion.  

4. Complete ‘What If” form and discuss in threaded discussion.        

5. Complete and submit Personal Learning Form (no threaded discussion required)

Unit 2 – June 9 and June 12 – The Crisis and Scientific Worldviews


June 9 – 
Objectives:
1. To identify the major social/ecological crises worldwide.

2. To recognize the pros/cons of dominant economic systems.



 
Assignments:  (due by 9am on 6/12)
1. Read Merchant, 17-40 and Milbrath, 9-57

2. Read lecture notes 3

3. View video:  Affluenza

4. Threaded discussion relating readings with video.  

June 12 – 
Objectives:

To examine paradigmatic worldviews.  

To re-consider ethical values.




Assignments:  (due by 9am on 6/16)

1. Read Merchant, 41-60 and Milbrath, 58-87; 115-134

2. Read lecture notes, 4

3. Threaded discussion about Figure 4.1, Milbrath, p. 72, “A Proposed Value Structure for a Sustainable Society.” Submit summary

4. Treaded discussion about Table 6.1, Milbrath, p. 119, “Contrasts between Competing Paradigms.”  

Unit 3 – June 16 and June 19 - Ethical & Political Challenges


June 16 –    Objectives:

1. To relate different ethical models to ecological issues.

2. To compare capitalist and socialist economic systems and their focus on the environment.

Assignments:  (due by 9am 6/19)

1. Read Merchant, 61-82 and Milbrath, 135-153.

2. Read lecture notes, 5

3. Response Paper (description at end of syllabus)

June 19 - 
Objectives:
1. To exam our food supply.

2. To study ecosystem viability

.

Assignments:  (due 9am 6/23)

1. Read Merchant, 211-232 and Milbrath 157-196.

2. Read lecture notes 6

3. Threaded discussion relating the common themes found in these readings.  

Unit 4 – June 23 and June 26 – Recognizing Limits


June 23 – Objectives:

1. To explore the limits of materialism.

2. To examine our scientific, technological values  

Assignments:  (due 9am 6/26)


1.  Read Milbrath, 197-231

1. Read lecture notes 7

2. Complete and submit, “Our Work Lives” Form.

3. Threaded discussion relating readings to your experiences.  

4. Research Topic Submitted – no duplicates

June 26 – Objectives:  

1. To recognize the impact of technology on sustainability

2. To examine the need for ethical standards in technology

3. The significance of technological imperialism.

Assignments: (due: 9am 6/30)

1. Read Milbrath, 232-273

2. Read lecture notes 8

3. Threaded discussion critiquing relevant contemporary issues.

Unit 5 – June 30 and July 3 – Creating a Sustainable Society

June 30 – Objectives:

1. To explore ‘sustainable’ governing bodies

2. To provide appropriate defense.

Assignments:  (due 9am 7/3)

1. Read Milbrath, 274-318

2. Read lecture notes 9

3. Threaded discussion relating governance & sustainability.

    July 3 – Objectives:

1. To access current conflicts

2. To discuss ‘terrorism’

   Assignments:  (due 9am 7/7)

1. Read Milbrath, 319-335

2. Read lecture notes 10

3. Complete and submit “Defending A Sustainable Society.”

4. Threaded discussion of militarism and sustainability

Unit 6 – July 7 and July 10 – Ecological Perspectives


    July 7 – Objectives:

1. To examine diverse ecological perspectives

2. To compare these to DSP

Assignments:  (due: 9am, 7/10)

1. Read Merchant, 85-154.

2. Read lecture notes 11

3. View Video:  Nature & Spirit

4. Threaded discussion analyzing diverse perspectives

    July 10 – Objectives:

1. To recognize our resistance to social change

2. To consider creative options.    

Assignments: (due:  9am 7/14)

1. Read Milbrath, 338-380

2. Read lecture notes 12

3. Response Paper Due (description at end of syllabus)

Unit 7 – July 14 and July 17 – Diverse Approaches to Ecological Change 


     July 14 – Objective



    To compare and contrast various ecological movements.

                       Assignment: (due: 9am 7/17)

1. Read Merchant, 157-210

2. Read lecture notes 13

3. Threaded discussion about diverse ecological movements. 

              July 17 – Objective 
To examine some of the key national and international environmental law issues.   

Assignment (due:  9am 7/21)

1. Read Environmental Law Articles

2. Threaded discussion of legal concerns.

3. Submit class evaluation

Unit 8 – July 21 and July 24 – Research Topic Presentation



   July 21 thru July 24 midnight.

   July 25 – last class.  Submit research paper/midnight.


Response Papers – 

Due:  9am on June 19 - Five (5) pages – Citations required.  

Select a major theme from either/both text(s) that we have read up to and including June 16. 

Summarize, critique and discuss your topic.  Then state your personal response, with examples demonstrating your points of view.

Due:  9am on July 10 - Five (5) pages – Citations required.  

Select a major theme from either/both text(s) that we have read from June 19 up to and including July 10. 

Summarize, critique and discuss your topic.  Then state your personal response, with examples demonstrating your points of view.

Research Paper – 

Topic submitted on or before June 26 (9am) - No duplicate topics

Presentation:

Due:  July 21 thru midnight, July 24th.  Via threaded discussion (3 or 4 members in total), present a summary of your key points (10 minutes) and then facilitate a group discussion.  

The members’ responsibility includes providing feedback, comments and 

questions as appropriate.  Presenter submit a summary of the group’s responses.

Due July 25 (midnight) – Ten (10) pages + citations & selected bibliography 

Submit a paper on the activities of an activist’s organization or specific issue that embraces NEP values.            

Be sure to specifically note the social, economic, spiritual/ethical and/or political dimensions of the situation nationally/internationally, as appropriate.   

Topics worth considering:

Garbage 


Greenpeace 


     Trickle Up Economy

Soundwaters

Environmental Racism
     Vegetarianism

World Population

Genetic Engineering
     Micro-banking

Permaculture         
“Buy Nothing Day”

     Health

“Alternative”Energy
Animal Extinction

     Media

Deforestation

 Sierra Club


     Global Warming

Tourism


Coral Reefs


     Fisheries

