AE 288: Ethical Dimensions of Global Humanitarian Policy:

Dr. Lisa Newton, Instructor

Spring, 2008; MR 9:30-10:45 AM
Description:

This course surveys the ethical dilemmas that arise in the context of global need and global opportunity, specifically the needs for physical, psychological and spiritual sustenance and support created in the developing world by many kinds of violence, exploitation and environmental crises, and the opportunities perceived in the developed world to provide assistance through international, governmental and non-governmental avenues.  Topics include the ethical analyses of emerging crises and assessments of needs; the typical structures of assistance, public and private, and the consequences (intended and otherwise) of deploying them; and the dilemmas of seeking and assessing help from donors of uncertain motives and histories.  Prerequisites: one course in Philosophy or one course in Religious Studies.  3 credits.

World Diversity 
Goals: We want students who are:

1. In terms of SKILLS:   Intellectually curious critical thinkers, capable of identifying and understanding complex material, reasoning to sound conclusions, and presenting those conclusions clearly and concisely orally or in writing.

2. In terms of INFORMATION:   Conversant with representative practices and dilemmas of global violence:  war, revolution, terrorism, and the motives and practices of irregular conflict.

4. In terms of VALUES (Diversity):   Committed to seeking out, and addressing, problems of injustice, wherever they may appear in the world  

Objectives:


The student will be able to describe several humanitarian crises of the 20th-21st centuries, and accurately present their histories and (to the extent known) their underlying causes.


The student will be able to identify several organizations, public and private, formed to address humanitarian crises, and give a preliminary assessment of their effectiveness for certain needs and situations.


The student will be able to present a reasoned critique or defense of policy proposals in the field of humanitarian crisis in the light of material efficacy, economic feasibility and ethical acceptability.

Diversity Objective:


The student will be able to describe humanitarian crises from the perspective of an indigenous survivor of the crisis, to describe the survivor’s needs as the survivor sees them, and to identify from that perspective which interventions meet those needs and which ones do not.


A Note on Diversity:  The “Diversity” courses are accountable to the Jesuit mission for justice, with special attention to the poor.  It is part of the Jesuit tradition, and part of the mission of Fairfield University, to accept personal responsibility, in some small measure, for addressing and attempting to remedy the injustices of this world.  In order to do that effectively, we must learn about injustices in the context of as many academic disciplines as possible.  This course, based on philosophical ethics, is part of that curriculum.

Through guided presentations, students will demonstrate the ability to conduct research on their own into an ethical dilemma in an area of their own choosing and concern, will clearly present the dilemma to the class, backed by appropriate evidence, and will discern and suggest solutions that will lighten the burden to the non-Western community of the economic or other dislocation in question. 
Texts for the Course:

Texts:

Sachs, Jeffrey, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time, New York: Penguin, 2005.

Chatterjee, Deen K., The Ethics of Assistance: Morality and the Distant Needy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004.
Terry, Fiona, Condemned to Repeat?  The Paradox of Humanitarian Action, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002

Case Studies:  

Gourevitch, Philip, We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda, New York: Farrar Straus (Picador), 1998.

Burnett, John S, Where Soldiers Fear to Tread: A Relief Worker’s Tale of Survival, New York: Bantam Books, 2005.

Flint, Julie and Alex de Waal, Darfur: A Short History of a Long War, London and New York: Zed Books, 2005.
References:

Newton, Lisa, Doing Good and Avoiding Evil, available in bookstore.
United Nations: Millennium Development Goals

Griffiths, Robert J, Annual Editions: Developing World, 07/08, McGraw Hill, 2007.

Course Requirements:


Attendance is required.  Penalties attach to absence; the worst penalties attach to absence when you have a presentation to give, especially if your team is not given sufficient notice to cover your part of the presentation.


Exams:  Two hour exams, listed below, will cover the material to date.  Of special interest is your ability to analyze the situations you are asked to describe, to evaluate causal sequences and the effectiveness of interventions, to see where the crises came from and therefore (at least according to some commentators) how they might be prevented in the future; call particular attention to the ethical dilemmas faced by NGOs and other “helping” agencies in these crisis situations.  A final exam will give you an opportunity to review all the material in the course.  Exams will count for 45% of your grade; consider each hour exam to count 10% and the final exam to count 25%.

Two well-prepared individual or group presentations will be expected, complete with audio-visual aids, aimed at helping your fellow students understand portions of the course content on which you make yourselves expert.  A short paper, 2-3 pages, will be turned in as completing your presentation, and the entire presentation will be made part of the Eidos site for the course. An excellent final presentation on the humanitarian crises of the globe will be prepared and presented to the class in the last class days.  Each student will select a topic that can be researched from the perspective of the survivors of the crisis, and the presentation will describe the situation from that perspective and evaluate international interventions from that perspective.  A paper will accompany the final presentation, 5-8 pages in good academic style, showing all sources.  Presentations will count for 45% of your grade.  Each short presentation will count 10% and the final will count 25%.  Class participation and other evidence of enthusiasm will count 10%.
Conduct of the class:  Discussion is good!  Interrupt me (not the student presentations!) at any time with questions or comments!  
Assessment:


Two tests on the philosophical and institutional material will determine whether the first two objectives have been met; classroom presentations on the materials assigned will be evaluated to determine if the third objective has been met.


Diversity: The final presentation for the course must present materials on one humanitarian crisis in the voice of the actual survivors, using original sources.

Order of Readings and Lectures:

January 18, 2007:


Read Doing Good and Avoiding Evil before the next class (it’s short).


Also look over the “Millennium Goals,” useful to us primarily as reference.



Topic: Philosophical Ethics and Policy Formation  

Discussion:  Well, what is it to do “the greatest good for the greatest number in the long run”?  Does everyone count—the same?  If not, why not?

What fundamental rules—moral imperatives—govern our decisions on the subject of foreign policy and humanitarian assistance?  Why do we help—or refuse to help?
January 22, 2007:


Read Sachs Chapter 1 in addition to DGAE.

Topic: Malawi and AIDS.  Two cases: 

A. The grandmother raising 15 orphaned grandchildren (see photograph 1, center of book).  Her story, and the village’s story.
B. The “hospital,” where 400 patients out of 900,000 have enough money for the treatment ($1/day).  The story of the hospital, and of the proposal to the developed world for AIDS assistance.
What is (most) wrong with the world?  


Discussion: Construct the alternatives for the Malawians in the face of international rejection and indifference.  What seem to be the most urgent targets for assistance in the developing world?  What should we be doing (first pass)?   
January 25, 2007:

Read Sachs chapters 2-4 (through page 89.).


Chatterjee Part I, The Ethics of Distance: Chapters 2 and 3.
Topic: Background conditions to Crisis: Poverty and Despair.
 The economist’s mind at work:  the roles of education, health care, savings, investment, especially as directed toward helping nations get their feet on the economic ladder. 
The ethicist’s mind at work:  The strategies of argument.  On what basis are we obligated to give to aid the Distant Needy?  On what basis are we allowed/obligated to limit that aid?   (or, How do we decide how much the Rich ought to give to the Poor?  If anything?)
January 29, 2007.

Read: We Wish To Inform You, First 10 chapters.


Chatterjee, Part I, Chapters 4 and 5

Student Presentation: Rwanda I: Odette Nyiramilimo.  Odette was a physician; link her story to the stories of Samuel Ndagijimana from Chapter 2, the introductory chapter.  What does the assault look like from the perspective of the victim/survivor?   Comment on the Background and Scope of the Crisis.


Special consideration: the village.

February 1, 2007.


Read: We Wish To Inform You, Chapter 11 (p. 147) to end
Student Presentation: Rwanda II: Paul Kagame.  Paul was a general in the RPF.  Tell his story, noting in particular his evaluations of the efforts of the French, the UN (UNAMIR) and the international community in general.
Comment: What should we have been doing? Why weren’t we?
Special consideration: The structure and internal agenda of any relief organization.  Note the possibilities built into the structure for conflict of loyalties, between the welfare of the organization and the implementation of its mission.
February 5, 2007:


Read:  Where Soldiers Fear to Tread, to page 142

Student Presentation:  Somalia I:  The Children.  Focus on the fate and survival strategies of mothers and children, including the mother of the baby with malaria and General Bloodshed. (A ten-year old Somali boy who kills for fun.)  Comment on the role of the UN relief organizations.
Special consideration: The Decision Procedure for the relief organization in any crisis.  What duties conflict?
February 8, 2007.


Read Annual Editions: Developing World, Unit 1


Chatterjee Part II, Communities and Obligations, Chapters 6 and 8
Student Presentation:  Women in the developing world.  Consider the stories we have read so far as well as those in this chapter.  What is the status, and possibility, of gender equality in India and other parts of the developing world?

Comment: How do we allot responsibility for caring for people in need, especially in the not-infrequent case where they are partially responsible for their condition?
February 12, 2007:


Read: Where Soldiers Fear to Tread, to page 314.

Student Presentation: Somalia II.  Villages and Morals: Describe the dinner with Harun and the distribution to “The Tribe of the Damned.”  Can you give a coherent account of the mores of the village—an account that avoids the condemnation of the Western observer?  

Comment:  Analysis of the operations. 
Special consideration: Note how the ethical conflicts built into the structure of the relief organization, international, governmental or NGO, recur in the actual crisis decision-making.

February 15, 2007:


Read:  Darfur: A Short History of a Long War, 


Chatterjee Part III Chapter 7: Responsibility
Student Presentation: Darfur I. [not yet assigned; pattern the same. An individual will be selected from the narrative, whose story will center the class.]  

Discussion: How did the situation arise?  What triggered it?  Tell us the history.
February 19, 2007: President’s Day; no class

February 22, 2007: 
Read: Darfur: A Short History of a Long War, .

Chatterjee Part III Chapters 9 and 10: Human Rights

Student Presentation: Darfur II.  The plight of women and children in genocidal war: selected stories. [ Reading not yet assigned; some of Nicholas Kristof’s Case Histories will be useful here, ] 

Comment: Consider the work of MSF, Doctors Without Borders, in this crisis.

February 26, 2007:


Read: Darfur: A Short History of a Long War,.

Student Presentation: Darfur III:  [not yet assigned: pattern the same.].  This book just came out; to the extent necessary, it will be supplemented by handouts.

March 1, 2007:
Test on everything so far.

Burden of the test:  We have read through eyewitness accounts of crises throughout the developing world, told from the perspective of the victims and survivors, and of the responses or lack of response from the international community.  From the point of view of the people targeted for assistance, what could the West do more effectively?
March 5, 2007


Read: Condemned to Repeat? Introduction and Chapter 1.


Student Presentation:  The Refugee-Warrior Phenomenon:  From the point of view of the combatants in a civil war, what is the role of the “refugee camp”?  Take examples from Bosnia at least, other places also.
March 8, 2007


Read: Condemned to Repeat? Chapter 2.  

Student Presentation: The Afghan Refugee Camps in Pakistan.  Describe “relief” efforts from the perspectives of mujahedin and relief workers.  Why did MSF pull out of Afghanistan?  What imperatives constrain the roles of relief workers?

Before the break, I need a one-page summary of your final project!


Note that the reading loads from now on are much lighter than before.  That’s to give you time to work on your final project.
March 12, March 15, 2007.  No class.  Spring Break.   

Over the break, get started on Chatterjee, part IV: General considerations of Global Justice and Responsibility.  (Take it to the beach.)
March 19, 2007


Read: Condemned to Repeat? Chapter 3. 

Student Presentation: The Nicaraguan and Salvadoran Refugee Camps in Honduras.  Who was sinning and who sinned against?  Present the perspective of the non-military refugees.
March 22, 2007 

Read: Annual Editions: Developing World, Unit 3: Conflict, and Unit 5, Population and Development.
Student Presentation: Population Instability as Contributing to Conflict.  Is there a right of intervention in the population issue?  Most citizens of developing nations would say not.  Can there be arguments for it?
March 26, 2007


Read: Condemned to Repeat?  Chapter 4.


Student Presentation: The Cambodian Refugee Camps in Thailand.  Again, the perspective of the non-Khmer Rouge resident of the camp.  Is there any obligation, or possibility, of intervening to free the non-military from military domination in the camp?
March 29, 2007


Read: Condemned to Repeat? Chapter 5

Student Presentation: Rwanda III. In the light of what has been learned, is there any systematic remedy for tribal/ideological oppression within the camps?.
April 2, 2007


Test on materials to this point.
Note: the Sachs assignments below are not fleshed out.  I know that April 23 will focus on the viewpoint of the Millennium Village, the perspectives of those villagers who are to pilot the programs.

April 16, 2007


Read: Sachs, The End of Poverty Chapters 11-13


Student Presentation: Development Assistance Before the Crisis, I.

Assessing the needs.
April 19, 2007


Read: Sachs, The End of Poverty Chapters 14- 16.

Student Presentation: Development Assistance Before the Crisis, II. 

On Throwing Money at the Poverty.

April 23, 2007


Read: Sachs, The End of Poverty, Chapter 17


Student Presentation: Intervening Before the Crisis III.


Ending Poverty One Village At a Time.

April 26, April 30: Student Presentations of Final Projects

Recall that all projects must select a Developing World perspective.

Bibliography
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