AE 270:  Ethical Dimensions of Global Violence

War, Terrorism, and Humanitarian Intervention

Instructor: Lisa Newton, Philosophy

SYLLABUS 

Course Description:

A survey of the ethical implications of the new and alarming potentials for violence in a disorderly world.  The new faces of violence—insurgency, terrorism inspired by religion, plans for mass destruction, children as warriors—will be examined in the context of Just War theory, the Christian commitment to social justice, and the emerging international order (and disorder).  Fully half the course will explore the perspectives of the developing world, especially as violence occurs between factions from the developing world and the traditional wielders of force in the North and West.  3 credits; prerequisites: one course in Philosophy or one course in Religious Studies.

World Diversity designation will be applied for.
Goals: We want students who are:
1. In terms of SKILLS:   Intellectually curious critical thinkers, capable of identifying and understanding complex material, reasoning to sound conclusions, and presenting those conclusions clearly and concisely orally or in writing.

2. In terms of INFORMATION:   Conversant with representative practices and dilemmas of global violence:  war, revolution, terrorism, and the motives and practices of irregular conflict.
4. In terms of VALUES (Diversity):   Committed to seeking out, and addressing, problems of injustice, wherever they may appear in the world  

Objectives:  In the course of the semester, the student will:

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the categories, forms, and general course of violence organized and otherwise, as it occurs across the globe, and the accepted lines of commentary on violence. 

2. Improve oral presentations on the topics assigned, speaking clearly, succinctly, and knowledgeably, without reading the presentation. 

3. Demonstrate facility with the vocabulary and forms of reasoning of philosophical ethics, learn to recognize and to analyze ethical dilemmas in policy formation for dealing with global violence, and show the ability to mount a critique from one of several perspectives of ongoing situations in the world.

4. Write a serious research paper, in proper organization and style of reference, which will defend a point of view on a current ethical dilemma arising in the context of global violence in the developing world, from the perspective of the people caught up in that violence..

5. Diversity:  Become sensitized to the human costs of violence, specifically the human, economic and political costs to the non-Western world of conflicts that further agendas of nations far from the scene of the conflict; demonstrate familiarity with the causal chains that link developed-world policies to developing-world suffering.

Assessment of Achievement of Objectives:

1. Reading assignments will stress discussions of the nature, causes and effects of global violence of all kinds, and tests will ascertain whether these discussions have been read, marked, learned, and inwardly digested.

2. Students will be assigned a series of oral presentations at the beginning of the semester, and progress in presenting material orally will be recorded.

3. In presentations as well as tests, students will demonstrate mastery of basic ethical reasoning, including the ability to calculate consequences for any act or series of actions.

4. The quality of the paper, and the understanding of the point of view presented, will assess the attainment of this objective. 

5. Diversity:  Presentations, especially the final presentation, will permit assessment of the student’s grasp of the issues of violence, and the student’s ability to understand the perspective of those directly affected by it, whether participants or victims.
Diversity:  The “Diversity” courses are accountable to the Jesuit mission for justice, with special attention to the poor.  It is part of the Jesuit tradition, and part of the mission of Fairfield University, to accept personal responsibility, in some small measure, to address and attempt to remedy the injustices of this world.  In order to do that effectively, we must learn about injustices in the context of as many as possible of the disciplines that form the Core curriculum.  This course, based on philosophical ethics, is part of that curriculum.
Through guided presentations, students will demonstrate the ability to conduct research on their own into an ethical dilemma in an area of their own choosing and concern, will clearly present the dilemma to the class, backed by appropriate evidence, and will discern and suggest solutions, especially in terms of Western policy, that will lighten the burden to the non-Western community of the conflicts in question. 

Texts for the Course:
Doing Good and Avoiding Evil (for general ethics, including international ethics; available in bookstore) (DGAE)

Annual Editions: Violence and Terrorism 07/08 ed. Thomas Badey, Dushkin McGraw Hill, 2007.  (AEVT)
Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, New York: Basic Books, 1977. (JUW)
(Ernesto) Che Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare, (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1961) Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press, 1998.  ISBN 0-8032-7075-5 (GW)

Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families. New York: Picador, 1998. (WWI)
Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: 

Sarah Crichton (Farrar Straus Giroux), 2007. (LWG)

Paul Farmer. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights and the New War on the Poor. Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2003.(PP)

Assigned additional readings:

Selections from Hannah Arendt, On Revolution 
Joseph Boyle, “Traditional Just War Theory and Humanitarian Intervention” from: Terry Nardin and Melissa Williams eds. Humanitarian Intervention. New York: New York University Press, 2005.) 

Selections from Darfur Diaries; and selections from Not On Our Watch; 
Films, “Ghosts of Rwanda,” “Hotel Rwanda”

These additional readings will be handed out at the beginning of class.

Requirements and Grading:

Presentations, Oral and Written, during the term:  The material of the course will be presented primarily by students working in teams.  When the roster settles, teams will be assigned to present sections of Just and Unjust Wars, We Wish to Inform You, selections from the Darfur literature and Pathologies of Power.  (Guerrilla Warfare and A Long Way Gone, shorter works, we will read together and discuss, following an outline of questions.)   On the assumption that there will be sixteen students in the class, presenting in teams of four, each student will have four class presentations as part of a team.  (Assignments will be modified to reflect the actual number eventually in the class.)  Each presentation on a portion of the assigned readings must be accompanied by a two-page paper summarizing conclusions and detailing the sources used for the presentation.  Presentations will be supplemented by lecture and discussion.  
Presentations during the term will count 40% of your grade.
Presentation, Oral and Written, of the Final Project:  A final project will require each student (individually) to make a 10-minute class presentation (ordinarily including a Power point presentation) on a case study from a region or nation of choice, describing the origins of its particular conflicts, the course played out, and the nature of the solution (if any), with any lessons found for conflict resolution elsewhere.  The final project will be accompanied with a 12-15 page paper recapping the history of the conflict chosen, along with an analysis of the causes of present unrest, with suggestions (if any come to mind) for solutions.

The Final Project will count 30% of your grade. 
.  


Tests: There will be two tests during the term, as noted on the syllabus, covering material to that point.  There will be no final exam.
The tests will count 20% of your grade.

Class participation: There will be ample opportunity to join in class discussion, bring in other readings, or otherwise contribute to the learning of your fellow students.  
Class participation will count for 10% of your grade.
A note on plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the appropriation of ideas, data, work, or language of others and submitting them as one’s own to satisfy the requirements of a course.  Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit.  Students are often confused by just what constitutes plagiarism.  When the ideas or writings of others are presented in assignments, these ideas or writing should be attributed to that source. Special care should be taken, when cutting and pasting materials or when paraphrasing, to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.  Actions that result in plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional.  Consequently, students must understand the concept of plagiarism.  When reading, processing, or using materials from any source, appropriate documentation is always essential.


Resources such as the library (ext. 2178) and the writing center (www.fairfield.edu/writingcenter) are available on campus to assist you in your academic endeavors.  You are encouraged to take advantage of these resources.

If you have questions on the permissibility of use of materials from the Web, please consult the instructor for the class.

Class Procedure:


1. If I am lecturing, you are encouraged to raise questions at any time.


2. During student presentations, you are encouraged to take notes and evaluate those presentations.  You even get a chance to give a grade!


3. Don’t miss class, don’t come late, don’t leave early, don’t get up and leave class in the middle.

Schedule of readings and lectures for AE 270:
Thursday, September 6


Introduction and orientation to the course
Monday, September 10


Reading, Doing Good and Avoiding Evil.  The terminology of ethics; note the examples given in the text.

Ethics
Thursday, September 13


Reading, JUW, as assigned.


Just War presentations:  In a moral tradition that states clearly that war is morally wrong, how can its evils be diminished?
Monday, September 17


Just War presentations:  Where war is necessary, how can pacifism and conscientious objection be justified?
Thursday, September 20


Discussion, Just Wars.  Consider: the ethics of siege, economic sanctions, and high-altitude bombing.  Distribution of Guerrilla Warfare questions
Monday, September 24


Discussion, Brinton and Arendt readings.

Arendt presents us with a picture of a revolution in service to an existing social contract, more a way of enforcing order than disrupting it.  Brinton presents a picture of a revolution that forgot to stop, and ended its violence only when superior force dispersed it with “a whiff of grapeshot.”  Insights for today?
Thursday, September 27


Discussion, Che Guevara and Guerrilla Warfare: what has changed?


At this point the voices of the developing world come to the fore.  If the revolution is going to end in an orderly society, that order has to be forged along the way by those without “legitimate” authority.  How does Guevara show this order emerging?
Monday, October 1


Rwanda: film, Hotel Rwanda

Thursday, October 4


Reading: We Wish To Inform You . . .

Rwanda presentations:  Trace the experience of genocidal violence (1994) of the victims/survivors in this iconic case of racial civil war gone mad.  Note: the focus is on the individual Rwandans interviewed for this collection.
Monday, October 8


Rwanda presentations: Solutions for the chaos in Rwanda were suggested all over the world.  But what do the Rwandans say?  How can reconciliation, peace, be forged out of the legacy of genocidal slaughter?  What, again, do the Rwandans say?

Thursday, October 11


Darfur presentations.  Darfur has been called the first genocide of the 21st century.  How is it like the Rwandan situation?  How different? 
Monday, October 15


Test on materials so far.

Thursday, October 18


Reading: selections on terrorism from AEVT


Terrorism presentations:  What is “terrorism,” as opposed to other forms of violence, in motive and in effect?  Contrast State terrorism and Revolutionary terrorism.

Distribution of questions for A Long Way Gone
Monday, October 22


Initial Discussion, LWG. 
This is the first-person narrative of a child soldier in the revolutionary conflict in Sierra Leone.  What is it like to be a boy in such a war?
Thursday, October 25


Reading: LWG; further selections from AEVT, especially Atran, Article 6 “The Moral Logic and Growth of Suicide Terrorism.”

Terrorism presentations: suicidal violence is becoming the most common form of “terrorism.”  Present the logic of the suicide bomber from the inside, from various conflicts: Palestine, Iraq, Malaysia.  How does the suicide bomber see the war, and the world?
Monday, October 29


Reading: finish LWG; further selections from AEVT.

Discussion: Compare methods and motives of terrorism: Consider the common saying, “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter.”  Is that true?  Contrast the perspectives from which it is true, and from which it is not—how might we make the distinction?
Thursday, November 1


Readings, TBA.  Focus: inside Hezbollah, inside Hamas and the other Palestinian parties.  What do they have in common?  Consider religion as a national force.

Presentations on terrorism, immediate past and present.
Monday, November 5


Terrorism, a review and discussion.
Thursday, November 8


Test on materials so far.
Monday, November 12


Review tests.

Discussion: final projects, state of preparation
Thursday, November 15


Reading: selections on Humanitarian Intervention.

First installment, Ghosts of Rwanda
Monday, November 19


Reading: further selections on Humanitarian Intervention
Film: Ghosts of Rwanda

(Discussion: Black Hawk Down)
Monday, November 26


Reading: Paul Farmer, PP

Structural Violence Presentations:  Definition of “structural violence,” as Farmer uses the term.  Examples.  Does he succeed in making the case that structural violence is the moral equivalent of coercive oppression, at least from the perspective of the victim?
Thursday, November 29


Structural Violence presentations:  Sorting out what is “violent” from what is not in the examples given.  Questions: how much of structural violence is in fact the product of economic and other activity of the developed world?  What reforms might halt that activity and ease the lot of the poor?
Monday, December 3


Review; catch up, other topics as needed.
Thursday, December 6  
Final Projects Presentations
Monday, December 10


Final Projects

Thursday, December 13


Final Projects OR (if they are done by now, depending on the number of students enrolled in the course) in-class writing: what shall we do now?

AE270 Updated Bibliography

Atran, Scott. “The Moral Logic and Growth of Suicide Terrorism.” Annual Editions: 
Violence and Terrorism 07/08. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill 


Contemporary Learning Series, 2007. 26-35.

This essay explores the motives and intentions of a suicide bomber. The author emphasizes the political objectives of suicide terrorism. 
Badey, Thomas, ed. Annual Editions: Homeland Security 2nd Edition. Dubuque: 
McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2008. 
Badey, Thomas, ed. Annual Editions: Violence and Terrorism 07/08. Dubuque: McGraw-
Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2007.

Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Sarah Crichton Books (imprint of Farrar Straus Giroux), 2007. 
Bernstein, Nina. “Taking the War Out of a Child Soldier,.” The New York Times 13 May 2007, Metro Section 29+  

This article is recent, and can be used seamlessly with the Beah book. 

Betts, Richard. “The New Threat of Mass Destruction,.” Terrorism and Counterterrorism, ed. Russell Howard and Reid Sawyer. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill, Contemporary Learning Series, 2006. 232-241.

Looks at the new developments in chemical and biological warfare.
Boyle, Joseph. “Traditional Just War Theory and Humanitarian Intervention.” 
Humanitarian Intervention. ed. Terry Nardin and Melissa Williams. New York: 

New York University Press, 2005. 31-57.

Provides an overview of the thoughts of Walzer, Adelman, Aquinas, and Augustine in relation to just war.
Brown, Chris. “Selective Humanitarianism: In defense of inconsistency.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention . ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 31-50.

An interesting look at the moral question of consistency in situations of intervention.
Buchanan, Allen. “Secession, state breakdown, and humanitarian intervention.” Ethics 
and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: 


Cambridge University Press, 2003. 189-211.

This essay explains the legal problems in trying to aid a group of people who are attempting to secede from their present government.
Chatterjee, Deen and Don Scheid, eds. Ethics and Foreign Intervention. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2003.
Coady, C.A.J. “War for Humanity: a critique.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen 
Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 274-


295.

Thoroughly examines what humanitarian intervention means in reality, and contrasts it with what the author takes it to mean by definition.
Coales, Anthony. “Humanitarian Intervention: a conflict of traditions.” Humanitarian 
Intervention. ed. Terry Nardin and Melissa Williams. New York: New York 


University Press, 2005. 58-83.

Thoughtful analysis of the different varieties within just war theory
Dolnik, Adam. “All God’s Poisons: Re-Evaluating the Threat of Religious Terrorism.” 
Terrorism and Counterterrorism. ed. Russell Howard and Reid Sawyer. Dubuque: 


McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2006. 242-262.



Explores terrorism done for religious gain.
Ellis, John. “Terrorism in the Genomic Age.” Terrorism and Counterterrorism. ed. 
Russell Howard and Reid Sawyer. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary 



Learning Series, 2006. 313-319.



Connects recent studies in genomics to bio-terror threats.
Erlanger, Steven. “In Gaza, the Rule by the Gun Draws Many Competitors.” New 
York Times 19 Sept. 2006, International A3
This article describes the problems facing Palestinians in organizing leaders and maintaining power in an environment where armed protest is more common than armed protection.
Fanon, Frantz. The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grove Press, 1961


A very interesting take on violence, power, and their role in revolution.
Farer, Tom. “Intervention in self-determination struggles.” Ethics and Foreign 
Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge 



University Press, 2003. 143-167.

Explores the power dynamics between the aided and the ones doing the aiding, illuminating human rights and self-determination.
Farmer, Paul. Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the 
Poor. Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2003.

Farmer exposes the “legal” institutional barriers that disempower the poor as surely as any army could.  
  Franck, Thomas. “Legality and Legitimacy in Humanitarian Intervention.” 
Humanitarian Intervention. ed. Terry Nardin and Melissa Williams. New York: 


New York University Press, 2005. 143-157.

This chapter examines the question of whether it is acceptable to break the law in order to save lives as opposed to upholding the law and allowing some to suffer. 

Gettleman, Jeffrey. “The Perfect Weapons for the Meanest Wars.” The New York Times 
29 Apr. 2007, 4:1+

Good article about child soldiers in Africa, especially because it explains how the recent use of child soldiers is new and different from previous times.
Ghamari-Tabrizi, Sharon. “Lethal Fantasies.” Annual Editions: Homeland Security 2nd 
Edition. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning 


Series, 2008. 10-12. 

This essay describes the actual likelihood of a terrorist attack in relation to the exaggerated likelihood that the media reports to us.
Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will be Killed with 
Our Families. New York: Picador, 1998.
This book was straightforward and easy to read, although it dealt with such a heavy topic
Greenless, Donald and John McBeth. “Terrorists’ New Tactic: Assassination.” Annual 
Editions: Violence and Terrorism 07/08. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-


Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2007.18-20.

An essay about a new trend in terrorism.
Guevara, Che. Guerrilla Warfare. Lincoln: University of Nebraska, 1998.

Interesting, particularly because guerilla warfare isn’t typically thought of as well-planned and moral.
Hoffman, Stanley. “Intervention: Should it go on, can it go on?” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2003. 21-30.

Lays out some of the basic guidelines that a person or nation must follow in order to successfully and justly intervene.
Howard, Russell, James Forest, and Joanne Moore, ed. Homeland Security and 
Terrorism. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.
Howard, Russell and Reid Sawyer, ed. Terrorism and Counterterrorism. Dubuque: 
McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2006.
Definitions and categories of terrorism, mass destruction, measures appropriate to deal with them.  Probably the best of the three Russell Howard texts.  

Howard, Russell and James J.F. Forest, ed. Weapons of Mass Destruction and 
Terrorism. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series, 2008.
Kelly, Erin. “The Burdens of Collective Liability.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. 
Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 


118-139.

This essay provides a very good outline of the moral implications of the decision to use military intervention. Guilt, responsibility, and intent are all discussed.
Krauthammer, Charles. “The Truth about Torture.” Annual Editions: Homeland Security 
2nd Edition. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning 


Series, 2008. 129-133. 

A pretty straightforward analysis of torture, including whether it is ever moral or necessary. 
Kristof, Nicholas. Darfur Diaries. New York: Nation Books, 2006.
Lucas Jr, George R. “From jus ad bellum to jus ad pacem: re-thinking just war criteria for 
the use of military force for humanitarian ends.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. 


ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge University



 Press, 2003. 72-96.


Discusses ways of evaluating causes, risks, chance of success, goals, and consequences.


Miller, Richard W. “Respectable Oppressors, Hypocritical Liberators: Morality, 
Intervention, Reality.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and


 Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 215-250.

Explores whether intervention is ever completely moral in practice. Uses Rawls and Walzer as the framework.
Morgan, Matthew J. “The Origins of the New Terrorism.” Annual Editions: Violence and 
Terrorism 07/08. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary 


Learning Series, 2007. 9-15.

This piece explores the ways that terrorism is different in the 21st century (based on the author’s own opinion).
Nardin, Terry and Melissa Williams eds. Humanitarian Intervention. New York: New 
York University Press, 2005. 

O’Rourke, P.J.. Peace Kills. New York: Grove Press, 2004.


Fun.
Pilch, Richard. “The Bioterrorist Threat in the United States.” Terrorism and 
Counterterrorism. ed. Russell Howard and Reid Sawyer. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill 


Contemporary Learning Series, 2006. 263-297.

Explores the possibility of a bioterrorist attack in the United States. Explains new technology as well as risk assessment.

Shue, Henry. “Bombing to Rescue?: NATO’s 1999 Bombing of Serbia.” Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003. 97-117.

An insightful example of the moral complications associated with humanitarian intervention.
Sick, Gary. “Iran: Confronting Terrorism.” Annual Editions: Violence and Terrorism 
07/08. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning 


Series, 2007. 38-45.

Provides an overview of state-supported terrorism that has been occurring in Iran, as well as the difficulties faced by other countries in their foreign policy towards Iran. 
Tan, Kok Chor. “The Duty to Protect.” Humanitarian Intervention. ed. Terry Nardin and 
Melissa Williams. New York: New York University Press, 2005. 84-116.

Examines whether intervention could ever be morally obligatory. 
Young, Iris Marion. “Violence against power: critical thoughts on military intervention.” 
Ethics and Foreign Intervention. ed. Deen Chatterjee and Don Scheid. New York: 


Cambridge University Press, 2003. 251-273.



Provides a thorough critique of military intervention.
Williams, Bob. “Blame Amid the Tragedy.” Annual Editions: Homeland Security 2nd 
Edition. ed. Thomas Badey. Dubuque: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning 


Series, 
2008. 74-75. 
Focuses on the problems of federal and local collaborations in dealing with Katrina.
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