Winter InterSession, January 2-January 8, 2008
AE 289, Global Health Care Policy

Lisa H. Newton, Director, Program in Applied Ethics

Cns 201, X4128, lhnewton@mail.fairfield.edu
Course Description:


A survey of issues of public health on a global scale, exploring the ethical and economic dilemmas arising from environmental degradation, political and economic policy, and the attempts to preserve national sovereignty and individual liberty in the areas of public health and health care.  A major focus of the course will be the role of economic and environmental exploitation in precipitating public health problems—water pollution, soil degradation, air pollution and the modification of local food supplies, for instance.  Attention will be devoted to conditions prevalent in developing nations—poverty, hunger, the absence of physical and social infrastructure, and uneven education—and the responsibility for these conditions of the developed nations will be examined.  The ethical dilemmas confronted in the efforts to deal with health conditions in the developing nations will be examined through case studies and group discussion; term projects will focus on selected regions and health conditions.

 This course carries World Diversity Designation

Goals: We want students who are:
1. In terms of SKILLS:   Intellectually curious critical thinkers, capable of identifying and understanding complex material, reasoning to sound conclusions, and presenting those conclusions clearly and concisely orally or in writing.

2. In terms of INFORMATION:   Conversant with representative practices and dilemmas of global health care: the diseases that plague the developing world, the policies, practices and institutions that would be required to enhance the health of the developing world, and the efforts now made toward that goal.
4. In terms of VALUES (Diversity):   Committed to seeking out, and addressing, problems of injustice, wherever they may appear in the world  

Objectives:


The student will acquire

1. A working use of the vocabulary of general ethics.

2. A working knowledge of the central problems of health care ethics.

3. Experience and skills in oral and written presentations.

4. A survey understanding of the health problems of the world, especially in the poorer areas of the world.

5. A working understanding of the causes of undesirable health conditions across the world.

6. Motivation, in the roles of health care worker and citizen, to address these conditions and the injustices that underlie them.

Assessment of the Achievement of the Objectives:


The student will demonstrate, with increasing skill and clarity,

1. Familiarity with the vocabulary of ethics in daily presentations on regional health care conditions;

2. Knowledge of health care ethics in the daily debates on central problems;

3. Understanding of global health care problems in daily presentations on regional health care conditions and selected final exam questions; and

4. Understanding of the causal sequences that produce health and health care deficits through structured examination questions.

5. Motivation is always difficult to assess in the classroom.  In the choice of topic and materials for presentation of a final project, the student will have the opportunity to reflect on and manifest a commitment, in accord with the Jesuit tradition of Fairfield University, to ameliorate suffering across the world.
Texts for the course:


Integrity in Health Care, available in the bookstore


Paul Farmer, Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues

 ISBN 0-520-22913-4.  To be read prior to the class.

Carol Levine, ed. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Bioethical 

Issues, Dushkin McGraw Hill, 12th edition

ISBN 0-07-339-718-4
Requirements for the course:


Tests: There will be a quiz on Infections and Inequalities at the opening of the class, and a final exam.  The quiz will count 5% of the final grade, and the final exam will count 30%.


Presentations: each student must prepare

1. Area Discussions:  As part of an assigned group, a morning presentation on the health problems that assault some area of the less developed world. (20%)

2. Debates:  As part of an assigned group, afternoon presentations (how many depending on the number in the class) on the debates in Levine. (20%)

3. Final Project:  Individually or as part of a self-organized group, a final presentation on some global health care problem of particular significance. (20%)

Each presentation consists of an oral presentation to the class, and a written summary presented to the instructor.  The written summaries for Area Discussion presentations should be two to three pages, for the Debates one to two pages, and for the final project ten to twelve pages.


Participation: From the above, it would seem that unforced participation in class, making observations, raising questions, calling attention to news items etc., could count for no more than 5%.  It will count for at least 5%.  In fact, insofar as contributions educate the class, it will count for considerably more, and can significantly raise your grade.


Attendance and Commitment: The Intensive Course leaves no room for human or mechanical frailty.  You must be here, every day, on time, and stay to the end of the day.  Excuses because of illness, car failure, whatever, will be accepted sympathetically, but you’ll still have to take the course over at another time.  Written assignments are due the day after the oral presentation is made; the final paper is due on Friday following the end of the course.


Matters of courtesy:  Gentlemen will please remove hats while in class (ladies may retain theirs).  Please don’t chew gum in class; it makes it difficult for me to concentrate.  
A note on plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the appropriation of ideas, data, work, or language of others and submitting them as one’s own to satisfy the requirements of a course.  Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit.  


Students are often confused by just what constitutes plagiarism.  When the ideas or writings of others are presented in assignments, these ideas or writing should be attributed to that source. 


Special care should be taken, when cutting and pasting materials or when paraphrasing, to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.


Actions that result in plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional.  Consequently, students must understand the concept of plagiarism.  When reading, processing, or using materials from any source, appropriate documentation is always essential.


Resources such as the library (ext. 2178) and the writing center (www.fairfield.edu/writingcenter) are available on campus to assist you in your academic endeavors.  You are encouraged to take advantage of these resources.
Schedule for our five-day semester together:

January 2, 2008:
1. Morning: 

a. Quiz on Infections and Inequalities: the Modern Plagues, by Paul Farmer

b. Administration: general plan of the course. 

c. Assignments: Area Discussions (AD) and Debates (D); discussion of final projects.

d. Introduction to ethics (power point presentation [ppp])

e. Background on globalization (ppp). 
f. DVD on Cuba’s Health Care


2. Afternoon:

a. Outline of general problems of health care ethics (ppp)

b. Discussion: the case of “Mother in Decline”

i. Ethics choices generally

ii. Problems of competence and safety with the elderly

iii. Intro to problems of death and dying

January 3-January 7,  2008:

From Thursday morning through Monday morning (number permitting), we will spend the mornings surveying a single area where disease is a major problem and which must, eventually, be addressed by global health care policy.  These are the Area Discussions (AD).  You will be divided into three or four groups at the beginning of the class, assigned to areas (to the extent possible by your own preference) to prepare to lead the discussion.  The topics to be covered by the discussion, and the rules for presentation, are indicated under the AD heading below.   We will spend the afternoons deepening our knowledge of current issues in health care ethics by presenting debates from the tenth edition of Carol Levine, ed., Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Bioethical Issues.  Again, instructions for debates and possible topics are indicated under the Debates heading below.  

At this point this syllabus turns into a worksheet.  Use the spaces to fill in what area you would like to cover, and what group is responsible for covering each presentation or debate.  If you run out of room, add information at the end of the syllabus.

3. Morning of January 3: General topic: Latin America and the Caribbean

4. Afternoon of January 3: Choose from Debates 2, 3, 8, 9, 11

5. Morning of January 4: General topic: Africa

6. Afternoon of January 4: Choose from Debates 5, 6, 7, 17, 18
7. Morning of January 7: General topic: India

8. Afternoon of January 7: Choose from Debates 12, 13, 14, 15

9. Morning of January 9: Presentation of final projects

10. Afternoon of January 9: Projects and Final Exam

Description of assignments:

Area Discussions: Your group presentation should cover a general survey of your area, a consideration of the most serious diseases, a consideration of the associated health-related environmental needs, and mention of those patterns of analysis mentioned in Infections and Inequalities.


In the four categories, these are the entries that I picked up.  First choose an area from the list below (or suggest another); that area will define your group.  Second, assign parts to the presentation based on the serious diseases or health conditions that have to be discussed.  Third, relate these to environmental needs, as these seem to be prominent in the situation.  Fourth, from your research, identify patterns of analysis that impress, intrigue, or bother you, and talk about them.  Suggestion: do not try to divide up the tasks in that way; let each presenter do some of each.  From recent entries in the news, for instance the implications of Avian Flu in SE Asia, other areas and topics may be chosen.

Areas:


Subsaharan Africa and Africa generally



Particular countries; choose.


Haiti, Cuba, and the Caribbean generally


Southeast Asia



Particular countries; choose


South America and the Amazon


The former Soviet Union



Prisons



Central Asia and the Aral Sea

Diseases:


Multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis (MDRTB)


Acquired human immunodeficiency virus/syndrome (HIV/AIDS)


Malaria, Cholera


Parasites

Environmental needs:


Potable water


Adequate nutrition


Access to medicines


Safety from assault


Control of pests

Patterns of analysis


Immodest claims of causality


Gradients of inequality


Role of economic considerations


Blaming the victim (“pearls before swine”)

Add others as you find them.

Debates: Debate form involves four presentations:

1. Pro exposition: The case for a “yes” answer to the question asked is presented, all the positives emphasized.

2. Con exposition: The case for a “no” answer to the question is presented, why the suggested course should not be adopted.  No attempt is made to pick holes in the Pro exposition argument; that task is left for

3. Con rebuttal: Everything that’s wrong with the Pro exposition.

4. Pro rebuttal: the Pros bat last.  Why the two Con arguments are all wrong.

Topics for Debates: Pick your favorites from the book as specified.  Form your teams now.
The final project consists of two separate assignments:

1. An oral presentation on a chosen topic in World Health Care Policy, to be presented individually with appropriate visual aids.

2. A  10-12 page paper on that topic, independently researched and written, describing a particular area of policy dilemmas and arguing for a coherent policy to address that area.

3. Suggested topics for final projects:

Any disease that afflicts the global population that has not been covered in class.  Chagas’ disease, for example, or cholera or schistosomiasis or Leishmaniasis.

In-depth look at any global health condition anywhere, with causes and suggested action: HIV among the truck drivers in Africa or the sex workers in Asia, for example, or alcoholism among Native Americans.

Any topic that keeps coming up in these discussions that you think needs further analysis: “compliance” among the very poor, for instance, or the influence of “superstitions” on health care in any situation or area.

You may have more ideas after a day or two of class.  You do not have to pick a topic for a final project until Friday afternoon.
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