HS 464 / PO 397B

Genocide and Human Rights in the 20th Century
Spring 2007
AD 233, MW 3:30-4:45
Prof. M. P. Berg

Office: History Dept, AD B-264

Telephone: 397-4763

mberg@jcu.edu

Office Hrs: MWF 12:00-1:00; 
W 2:00-3:00, 5:00-6:00; F 2:00-3:00

Introduction to the Course

Ideological zealotry based on nationalist, racist, or class rationalization has made the past 100 years perhaps the most brutal and tragic period in recorded human history.  If we take weapons of mass destruction and the power of media images, formal education, and various forms of propaganda into consideration, upheavals associated with world wars, civil wars, post-Cold War transformations, and social dislocation have resulted in widespread human rights abuses and genocide.  Since the end of World War Two, the emergence of the concept of “universal human rights” has not consistently met with universal recognition—even as human suffering has become more widespread and information about injustices has become more widely available to various governments, the United Nations, and private individuals alike.  


This course has three objectives: (1) students will engage in careful examination of how human rights principles have developed over time; (2) students will explore a series of selected case studies in genocide in order to evaluate the structural factors, cultural justifications, and psychological principles present in each instance; (3) students will analyze debates over forgiveness vs. vengeance and reparations vs. apologies in the wake of genocide and other large-scale human rights violations.  The goals of the course are both to challenge students to think in a multi-causal and interdisciplinary fashion when assessing concepts of human rights and the factors that have contribute to genocide, and to appreciate various issues that have emerged in recent decades in the areas of reconciliation and forgiveness.  


A course such as this one can make no claim to be comprehensive.  There are too many possible case studies since 1914 to address in a single semester.  My intention is not to slight any group or community through omission, but rather to provide students with a representative, diverse range of texts and case studies to stimulate their thinking.  As a result, students will be in a stronger position to apply their analytical skills to cases beyond those that we will examine this semester, or delve more deeply into specific cases or themes introduced during the semester.

HS 464/PO 397 carries “S” core designation and counts towards the Modern European Studies Concentration.  

Reading List

•Roy L. Brooks ed., When Sorry Isn’t Enough: The Controversy over Apologies and Reparations for Human Injustice (New York University Press, 1999).

•Micheline R. Ishay ed., The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches, and Documents From the Bible to the Present (Routledge, 1997).

•Adam Jones, Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction (Routledge, 2006).
•Martha Minow, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness: Facing History after Genocide and Mass Violence (Beacon Press, 1998).


Those titles that we have at Grasselli Library will be placed on reserve for the course.  In addition to these books, I will provide you with several handouts, marked in the syllabus with the designation (*).
Internet Resources
General
Definition of Genocide



www.preventgenocide.org/genocide/elements.htm
Genocide Watch




www.genocidewatch.org/
The Human Rights Web Page


www.hrweb.org/
Human Rights Internet



www.hri.ca/index.aspx
UN Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights




www.unhchr.ch/html/intlinst.htm
Democracy, Democide and War


www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/LINKS.HTM
International Governmental Organizations (IGOs)

European Commission Against Racism & Intolerance

www.coe.int/t/E/human_rights/ecri/
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

www.osce.org/odihr/index.php
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Human Rights Watch



www.hrw.org/
Amnesty International



www.amnesty.org/

International Courts and Tribunals

Overview of Tribunals


www.crimesofwar.org/tribun-mag/mag_index-arch01.html





www.usip.org/library/truth.html?rebookmark=1

International Court of Justice


www.icj-cij.org/
European Court of Human Rights


www.echr.coe.int/
International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
www.un.org/icty/index.html
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

www.ictr.org/
Nuremberg War Crimes Trial


www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/imt/imt.htm
Course Requirements
Class Attendance and Participation: Class attendance is required!  Three absences (excused or unexcused) are permitted during the semester.  If a student exceeds this number, her/his final grade will be lowered a grade (e.g., B+ to B, and so forth).  Chronic absences may result in notification to the Dean of Students Office.  Tardiness will not be permitted in this course either; it disrupts instructor and class alike.  After three instances of lateness, each subsequent instance will count as half an absence and added into the total number of absences permitted.  Attendance will be taken at each class.  


Part of the participation grade will include oral presentations.  Each student will be required to present one of the essays or portions of other readings assigned during the semester, and to submit a 3-4 page critical evaluation (not summary!) of these readings.  Papers will be due no later than noon the day these readings will be presented.  Usually more than one student will be assigned to each presentation, and each will write her/his own evaluation.  

An additional word on participation: breathing is not enough!  The success of the class seminar depends upon your participation, within the framework of the ground rules we establish.  You learn from expressing your ideas, posing thoughtful questions, and defending your position with considered arguments.  Others learn from hearing your ideas and entering into discussion with you.  I will judge participation according to the following set of criteria:

F - You sleep in class, are disruptive, whiny, surly, miss more than three classes, and or/fail to meet the requirements stated under “Class Participation” above.

D - You come to class but are inattentive and miss more than three classes.

C – You have consistent attendance, are consistently prepared and consistently attentive.

B - All of requirements for “C” AND you consistently volunteer substantive questions and substantive comments that reflect time spent reading and thinking about the course.  

A - All of requirements for “B” AND you consistently share observations, introduce new insights or thoughts that raise the discussion to a superior level of inquiry.

Examinations:  Two take-home midterm papers and the final—also a take-home paper—will be strictly essay format.  Each paper will require critical, analytical writing and will test students’ abilities to synthesize information & issues raised through lectures and readings.  

Grades:  Final grades will be determined in the following manner:

Participation:   20%

Midterms:   25% each

Final:   30%

My general criteria for grading written work:
“A” Grade = Outstanding work.  Work that receives an A in this course will typically be well conceived and well argued.  It will demonstrate a command of the material under consideration.  Such work will be virtually free of grammatical and spelling errors. 

“B” Grade = Good work.  Work that receives a B in this course will be good, solid work.  It will demonstrate a good understanding of the concepts and material under consideration.  Such work will typically be well-written with few grammatical or spelling errors.

“C” Grade = Average work.  Work that receives a C in this course will typically demonstrate a general understanding of the materials under consideration, but may not demonstrate a very deep or broad knowledge of topics under consideration.  Work that is not well-organized, well-written, or carefully argued will generally receive a grade of C.

“D” Grade = Passable work.  Work that receives a D in this course will typically demonstrate some effort to understand the course material, but with limited success.  Work that is poorly written or that is very carelessly put together may receive a grade of D.

“F” Grade = Unacceptable work.  Work that receives an F in this course will typically demonstrate little or no command of the course material or will be so poorly written as to render it unintelligible to the reader (i.e., not judged to be college-level work).

Plagiarism: A Reminder


Plagiarism is the misappropriation of others’ work (intentionally or otherwise).  Even if a writer changes a few words from the original source, this is still plagiarism unless the writer cites the source.  Plagiarism is a serious offense at this or any university.  It is an affront to academic honesty and is explicitly condemned in JCU’s undergraduate bulletin.  Consequences can range from failing the assignment to failing the course or expulsion from the university.  Your work should be your own, and sources should be cited properly.  
Students with Disabilities.  Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodation if needed.  If you believe you need accommodations, please see JCU’s Coordinator for Students with Disabilities (Ms. Alison West, x.4967) as soon as possible.  Accommodations will not be granted retrospectively.
IV.  Class Schedule
1w 1/17
Introduction to the Course.


Video: “Genocide: From Biblical Times through the Ages.”

Part One: Reflections on Human Rights Theory

2m 1/22
Selections from Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Politics in 



Ishay, The Human Rights Reader (henceforth HRR) 11-19 and 19-24. 
2w  1/24
Selections from St. Paul and the Koran in HRR 35-37 and 42-55;


The Magna Charta and Las Casas in HRR 57-59 and 67-72.
3m 1/29
Hobbes, Selections from Leviathan and Rousseau, The Geneva Manuscript 



in HRR 84-88 and 114-23.
3w  1/31
Habeas Corpus Act (1679), English Bill of Rights (1689), and The United States



Declaration of Independence (1776) in HRR 89-91, 91-93, and 127-30;


Olympe de Gouge, “Declaration of the Rights of Woman” (1790) and 



Mary Wollstonecraft, “The Rights of Woman” (1792) in HRR 140-47 and 147-57.
4m  2/5
Karl Marx, misc. selections, in HRR 199-210; Marx, “The Possibility of Non-Violent



Revolution” (1872) in HRR 326-28.


August Bebel, “Woman and Socialism” (1883), in HRR 226-32.
Part Two: Reflections on Genocide – Methodology, Case Studies, and Law



Genocide – A Search for Origins

4w  2/7
Adam Jones, Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction, 3-14.


Defining Genocide: Legal & Scholarly Discussion, Contested Case Studies

5m  2/12
Jones, Genocide, 14-23.
5w  2/14
Jones, Genocide, 14-30.
6m  2/19
Video: “Genocide in the First Half of the 20th Century.”


First Essay Due


Genocide and War: “Siamese Twins”?
6w  2/21
Jones, Genocide, 48-58.
The Armenians in Turkey during World War One

7m  2/26
Jones, Genocide, 101-115;



*“Eyewitness Accounts: The Armenian Genocide” in Century of Genocide 


(henceforth CoG), 76-86.
Social Engineering in Stalin’s Soviet Union
7w  2/28
Jones, Genocide, 124-37;



*“Eyewitness Accounts: Soviet Man-Made Famine in Ukraine,” in CoG, 104-123.
8m  3/5
No Class Meeting – Spring Break
8w  3/7
No Class Meeting – Spring Break
The Nazis and the “Final Solution”

9m   3/12 Jones, Genocide, 147-63, 169-80.
International Conventions 

9w   3/14
“UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (1948) in HRR 407-412;



“UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide”



(1951) in HRR 421-23.
10m  3/19
Video: “Never Again? Genocide since the Holocaust.”
Cambodia: The Khmer Rouge Regime, 1975-1979
10w  3/21
Jones, Genocide, 185-202;



“Eyewitness Accounts: The Cambodian Genocide 1975-1979,” in CoG 360-70.
Rwanda

11m  3/26
Jones, Genocide, 232-46;


*“Eyewitness Accounts: The Rwanda Genocide,” in CoG 406-412;


*Philip Gourevitch, “We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our



families”: Stories from Rwanda, selections.
The Former Yugoslavia: Bosnia-Herzegovina

11w  3/28
Jones, Genocide, 212-24;


*“Eyewitness Accounts: Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina?” in CoG, 430-43.



*Anthony Loyd, My War Gone By, I Miss it So (selections).
12m   4/2
Video: “The Ethnic Cleansers and the Cleansed”


Second Essay Due

12w   4/4
No Class Meeting – Technically a Friday acc. to JCU Calendar
Part Three: Vengeance or Forgiveness? Apologies or Reparations?

13t   4/10
Martha Minow, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness, 1-24; 



Roy L. Brooks, “The Age of Apology” in Brooks ed., “When Sorry Isn’t Enough”



(henceforth When Sorry), 3-11;


Jones, Genocide, 362-81 (“Justice, Truth, and Redress”).


Reparations for Nazi Holocaust Survivors

13w  4/11
Minow, chapter 5 (“Reparations”), 91-117;


When Sorry, 51-91.  



“Comfort Women” and the Japanese Military in East Asia during WW II 

14m   4/16
When Sorry, 87-131.


Slavery in the USA

14w   4/18
When Sorry, 309-337; 341-61.
15m   4/23
When Sorry, 365-426.
15w   4/25
Minow, chapter 3 (“Trials”) and chapter 4 (“Truth Commissions”), 25-90.


South Africa

16m   4/30
When Sorry, 443-66.
16w   5/2
When Sorry, 469-500.



Final Paper Due in my Office by noon, Wednesday May 9th
