Human Rights and Dignity

(IPS 424-001)
Water Tower Campus, 25 East Pearson room L08
Class number: 4983
Instructor: Mary Elsbernd
Thursday, 1:00p.m. - 3:30p.m.

Office Hours: MWTh 3:30-4:15

Course Description: Human Rights and Dignity explores 1) the historical roots of human rights, 2) anthropological (human dignity) or pragmatic foundations, 3) civil-political, socio-economic, and cultural-developmental approaches, 4) the contributions and challenges of the two-thirds world to the Western concept of human rights, and 5) the practical significance of human rights into today’s world.  Questions of the potential of human rights to provide a common global ethic and the relationship of human rights to the Catholic social traditions will also be explored. The seminar format requires reading, study, discussion and leadership in presentation/discussion of texts on human rights.  These texts will include articles on e-reserve and 1-2 books. Written work includes 2-3 short papers and a significant final paper on a topic in human rights in consultation with the instructor.  A draft outline of this paper will be presented toward the end of the course for feedback from other students. 
Learning Outcomes:

1. To be able to read and comprehend human rights literature
2. To be aware of the various positions in the discussion of foundations of human rights and the history of human rights in the contemporary world
3. To recognize and assess the strengths and weaknesses of the “kinds” of rights discussed in human rights literature

4. To know and evaluate the challenges to human rights from non-Western perspectives

5. To develop a framework and capability of contributing to human rights discuss and practices.
6. To become knowledgeable in a specific area of interest through thoughtful research and presentation

Required Texts:

1. Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. 2nd edition. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2003. (Note: The 2nd edition has been substantially changed from the 1st.)

2. Micheline R. Ishay. History of Human Rights: From Ancient times to the Globalization Era. Berkeley/Los Angeles/London: Univeristy of California Press, 2004.

3. Additional articles on e-reserves (ER) (Password: elsbernd424) and on Blackboard (BB)  Access to a computer by which you have internet access that is capable of downloading articles is important.

Strongly Recommended:
Ian Brownlie and Guy S. Goodwin-Gill (eds.). Basic Documents on Human Rights. 5th edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. (Note: many of the human rights documents in this book are available on line; however, downloading and printing them may be more expensive and less complete than the book.)
Probable Class Assignments:  *student discussion leaders
Section I: The Landscape of Human Rigths: Categories, Kinds of Human Rights

August 30 (1)  Introduction
Required Reading:

· Henley, John A. “Theology and the Basis of Human Rights” Scottish Journal of Theology 39 (1986) 361-378, here 375-377 on vision

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Lauren, Paul Gordon. The Evolution of International Human Rights: Visions Seen (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 2003 

September 6 (2): History of the UN Declaration on Human Rights

Required Reading:

· Ishay, Ch. 1

· Donnelly, Ch 2

· Brownlie and Goodwin-Gill, #1-3
· (ER) Lauren, Paul Gordon. “Ch. 7: Proclaiming a Vision. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights” in The Evolution of International Human Rights: Visions Seen (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 2003, pp. 199-232.

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Hollenbach, David. “Chapter 1: The Human Rights Debate” in Claims in Conflict. Retrieving and Renewing the Catholic Human Rights Tradition.  New York/RamseyToronto: Paulist Press, 1979, pp. 7-12 and 27-34.

Tierney, Brian. “Religious Rights: An historical Perspective” in Witte and Van der Vyver, 17-46.

Joblin, Joseph. “The Church and Human Rights. Historical Overview and Future Outlook” in Human Rights and the Church. Historical and Theological Reflections.  Vatican City, 1990.

September 13 (3): Foundations of Human Rights-Dignity, Agency, Practices

Required Reading:

· Donnelly, Ch 1

· (ER) Elsbernd, Mary. “Rights Statements: A Hermeneutical Key to Continuing Development in Magisterial Teaching’  ETL 42 (#4 Dec 1986)  308-332.

· (BB) O’Connor, June. "Making a Case for the Common Good in a Global Economy: The UN Human Development Reports." Journal of Religion Ethics 30, no. 1 (2002): 157-73.

· (BB) Ignatieff, Michael. “Human Rights as Idolatry” Sections 3 (Individualism) & 4. Spiritual Crisis) http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf
Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Coleman, John A. “Catholic Human Rights Theory: Four Challenges to an Intellectual Tradition” in Journal of Law and Religion 2 (1984) 343-366.

Gustafson, Carrie, and Peter Juviler (eds.).  Religion and Human Rights.  Competing Claims?  Armonk, NY and London:M.E.Sharpe, 1999, chs 2 and 3

Wood (455-484) and Stackhouse (485-516) in Witte, John and Johan D. van der Vyver (eds.). Religious Human Rights in Global Perspective. Religious Perspectives. The Hague/Boston.London: Martinus Nuhoff Publishers, 1996

Kasper, Walter. “The Theological Foundations of Human Rights” in Human Rights and the Church. Historical and Theological Reflections.  Vatican City, 1990.

September 20 (4): Civil-Political Rights

Required Reading:

· Ishay, Ch. 2

· *Donnelly, Ch 3 (esp. 3.5)

· Brownlie and Goodwin-Gill, #45-47; 74-77; and 101-102

· (ER) Hollenbach, David. “Chapter 1: The Human Rights Debate” in Claims in Conflict. Retrieving and Renewing the Catholic Human Rights Tradition.  New York/Ramsey/Toronto: Paulist Press, 1979, pp. 13-20.

Written Assignment:  First Short Paper on foundations or context (See Course expectations/learning activities below)
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

September 27 (5): Social-Economic Rights

Required Reading:

· Ishay, Ch. 3

· *Donnelly, Ch 4 (esp. 4.6)

· Brownlie and Goodwin-Gill, #44; 57-70; 78-82; 103

· (ER) Hollenbach, David. “1: The Human Rights Debate” in Claims in Conflict. Retrieving and Renewing the Catholic Human Rights Tradition.  New York/RamseyToronto: Paulist Press, 1979, pp. 20-27

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:
(BB) Ilesanmi, Simeon O. "Leave No Poor Behind: Globalization and the Imperative of Socio-Economic and Development Rights from an African Perspective." Journal of Religious Ethics 32  (2004/1): 71-92.  
October 4 (6) Cultural-Developmental Rights

Required Reading:

· Ishay, Ch. 4

· Donnelly, Ch 11 and *12

· Brownlie and Goodwin-Gill, #6; 15; 44; 72-73

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Villa-Vicencio “Identity, Difference and Belonging: Religious and Cultural Rights” in Witte,John and Johan D. van der Vyver (eds.). Religious Human Rights in Global Perspective. Religious Perspectives. The Hague/Boston/London: Martinus Nuhoff Publishers, 1996, pp. 517-538.

October 11 (7): Human Rights in Catholic Social Teachings

Required Reading:

· *(ER) Hollenbach, David. “Chapter 2: The Development of the Roman Catholic Rights Theory” in Claims in Conflict. Retrieving and Renewing the Catholic Human Rights Tradition.  New York/Ramsey/Toronto: Paulist Press, 1979, pp. 41-106.

· (BB) Pacem et terris, #1-38

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Cahill, Lisa Sowle. “Toward a Christian Theory of Rights” The Journal of Religious Ethics  ?? (2001) 277-301.
Marty (1-16), Huber (47-64), Johnson (65-96), Hehir (97- 120), Everett, 121-142) in Witte, John and Johan D. van der Vyver (eds.). Religious Human Rights in Global Perspective. Religious Perspectives. The Hague/Boston/London: Martinus Nuhoff Publishers, 1996

Section II: Current Issues and Questions in Human Rights
1. Adjudicating conflicts between human rights – are rights all equally human rights or are some rights more basic or priority rights?

2. Are human rights universal (for all) or local and specific to a particular group?  Or human rights for all and national sovereignty?

3. Are rights just Western inventions to extend domination over other cultures?

4. Whose rights?  (grassroots or dominant powers?)

5. How does one implement a declaration of covenant?  The role of NGOs, mediating institutions and religious bodies.

October 18 (8): Issues and Questions Arising from Asia and Islam

Required Readings:  Read Donnelly and BGG; let’s divide into three groups for Sen, An-Na’im and Ignatieff, who are major names in this area.
· Jack Donnelly. *Ch 5: “Non-western Conceptions of Human Rights” (Excluding Africa)  and Ch. 7: “Human Rights and “Asian Values”
· *(BB) Sen, A. “Human Rights and Asian Values” in New Republic Jul 14-Jul 21, 1997 from http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/sen.htm 
· *(ER) An-Na’im, Abdullahi Ahmed. “Islamic Foundations of Religious Human Rights” in Witte, John and Johan D. van der Vyver (eds.). Religious Human Rights in Global Perspective. Religious Perspectives. The Hague/Boston.London: Martinus Nuhoff Publishers, 1996, pp. 337-359

· BGG #115-117

· (BB) Ignatieff, Michael. “Human Rights as Idolatry” sections 1 (Islamic Challenge) and 2. (Asian Values)http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf
Written Assignment: Second Short Paper on foundations or context (See Course expectations/learning activities below)
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

· Amartya Sen, "Universal Truths: Human Rights and the Westernizing Illusion," Harvard International Review, Vol. 20, no.3 (Summer, 1998), pp. 40-43 from http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/sen.htm (or see BB).
· Sen, Amartya. “Human Rights and Economic Achievements”  in Bauer, Joanne R. and Daniel A. Bell (eds.). The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights.1999, pp. 88-102. (See Human Rights and Asian Values)
· An-Na’im, Abdullahi Ahmed, The Cultural Mediation of Human Rights: The Al-Arquam Case in Malaysia” in Bauer, Joanne R. and Daniel A. Bell (eds.). *The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights.??1999, pp 147-168. 

· An-Na’im, Abdullahi Ahmed,´”Toward an Islamic Hermeneutics for Human Rights” in An-Na’im, Abdullahi A. Jerald D. Gort, Henry Jansen, Hendrik M. Vroom, (eds.), Human Rights and Religious Values. An Uneasy Relationship. Currents of Encounter Series, 8. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995, pp. 229-242

· Taylor, Charles,  “Conditions of an Unforced Consensus on Human Rights” in Bauer, Joanne R. and Daniel A. Bell (eds.). *The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights.??1999, pp 124-146.  (Buddhism; also makes good distinctions between collaborative practices and more foundational agreement.
· Gustafson and Juviler, chs  10, 11  14
· McNamara, Dennis. “UN Human Rights Activities in Cambodia: An Evaluation” ” in Henkin, Alice H.  (ed.).  Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000,  pp. 47-72.

· Adams, Brad. “UN Human Rights Work in Cambodia: Efforts to Preserve the Jewel in the Peacekeeping Crown” ” in Henkin, Alice H.  (ed.).  Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000,  pp 345-382.
· (BB) Aafreen Khan, “Discuss with reference to Islamic law/tradition: ‘The origins of Human Rights as defined in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, necessarily mean that these rights are not or cannot be truly universal.’  January 2002.  or http://www.islamawareness.net/HumanRights/aafreen.html
October 25 (9): Issues and Questions arising from Africa and Latin America
Required Readings:

· Donnelly. Ch 6

· *(ER) Engler, Mark. "Toward the 'Rights of the Poor': Human Rights in Liberation Theology." Journal of Religion Ethics 28 (2000/3): 339-65.

· *(BB) Ilesanmi, Simeon O. “Human Rights Discourse in Modern Africa. A Comparative Religious Ethical Perspective” in Journal of Religious Ethics  29 (2001) 293-322.   

· *(ER) Hollenbach, David. “Ch 11: Human Rights and Development. The African Challenge.” In The Global Face of Public Faith: Politics, Human Rights and Christian Ethics. Washington: Georgetown University, 2003, 218-230.

· BGG #101-114

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

· Gustafson and Juviler, chs 6 and 7

· Garcia-Sayan, Diego, “The Experience of ONUSAL in El Salvador” in Henkin, Alice H.  (ed.).  Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000, pp. 21-46.

· Franco, Leonardo and Jared Kotler, “Combining Institution Building and Human Rights Verification in Guatemala: The Challenge of Buying In Without Selling Out” in Henkin, Alice H.  (ed.).  Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000,  pp 195-226.

· Whitfield, Teresa, “Staying the Course in El Salvador” ” in Henkin, Alice H.  (ed.).  Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000,  pp. 310-344.

· Hennelly, Alfred and John Langan. Human rights in the Americas. The Struggle for Consensus. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 1982. 

· Martin, Ian. “After Genocide: The UN Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda” in Henkin (ed.) Honoring Human Rights The Hague/London/Boston: Kluwer Law International, 2000, pp 253-288

November 1 (10): Issues and Questions Around Globalization

Required Readings

· Ishay, Chs. 5 and 6

· *(BB) Twiss, Sumner B. "History, Human Rights and Globalization." Journal of Religion Ethics 32, no. 1 (2004): 39-70. 
· *(BB) Kim, Denis. “Globalization and the Church’s Social mission in Asia: The Church’s Human Rights Advocacy for Transnational Migrant Workers in Korea” in East Asian Pastoral Review 43 (2006/2)  See http://eapi.admu.edu.ph/eapr006/eapr006.htm 

Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

(BB) Hollenbach, David.  “Globalization, Solidarity, and Justice” in East Asian Review 43 (2006/1)

Section III: Student Research in Human Rights

November 8 (11): Student Presentations
Required Readings: Student Narrative Outlines
Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

November 15 (12): Student Presentations
Required Readings: Student Narrative Outlines
Written Assignment: Third Short Paper on foundations or context (See Course expectations/learning activities below)
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

November 22: Thanksgiving

November 29 (13): Student Presentations

Required Readings: Student Narrative Outlines
Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

December 6 (14): Student Presentations 

Required Readings: Student Narrative Outlines
Written Assignment:
Discussion Leader:
Recommended Reading:

Implementation TBA (11-14) as Student Presentations are scheduled

Required Reading:

· Ishay, ch. 6
· Donnelly, Ch. 8
· (ER) Hannum, Hurst. “Chapter 2: Implementing Human Rights: An Overview of Strategies and Procedures” Guide to International Human Rights Practice (Procedural Aspects of International Law Monograph Series) Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1992,  2002, pp. 21-38.

· (BB) Koenig, Shulamith, “Chapter 10: In our Hand: Human rights as a way of life. Human rights Cities – a Personal View” in Our Freedoms. A Decade’s Reflection on the Advancement of Human Rights. The International Bar Association, 2007.

Recommended Readings:

Ignatieff, Michael. "Human Rights as Politics” See BB or Access at   http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf 

Course Expectations/Learning Activities:
1. Class participation (20%) is an important component of the course.  If a student is unable to be present, professional courtesy requires that the student notify me of your absence prior to the class.  If more than one class is missed, please talk to me about your plan to understand the material of that class.  Class participation builds on required readings for each class. Questions, discussion, thoughtful contributions based on the required readings as well as in-class activities are components of class participation
2. Leading discussion (10%): Each student take the leadership in discussing an article.  This leadership includes an initial statement that outlines the article and its arguments as well as questions for class discussion. The discussion needs to treat the following topics as they apply to the article. These are not the discussion questions themselves.  I am happy to be in conversation with the discussion leader if that is a help.
· the foundations of rights

· definition or understanding of rights
· “kinds” of rights 

· the role of religions or theological ethics
· contributions to human rights discourse/discussion
· questions and issues with which they are grappling
3. Short Papers (2-3 pages single spaced) (10% each):  These three papers offer the opportunity for the student to take a position and defend that position.  The topic given is quite general, but can be narrowed as long as it is clear what the narrowed topic is.

a. Assessment/critique of the impact of history and current events on the development of human rights in the 20th century OR an assessment/critique of the foundations of human rights (10%).  Due:  Sept 20
b. Discuss civil-political, social-economic, cultural-developmental rights OR rights in Catholic Social Teachings (one of these four “kinds” of rights) and its contribution to a just and secure international community of nations (10%) Due: Oct 18
c. Respond to one of the five questions listed at the beginning of Section II: Current Issues and Questions in Human Rights (10%) Due: Nov 15
4. Final Paper (40%): This is an opportunity for a student to study and research an area of human rights which is of particular interest to the student.  
A draft outline of this paper will be presented toward the end of the course for feedback from other students.  The student presentation of the outline should include the topic chosen and its background, the thesis of the paper, the arguments that support the thesis (usually drawn from authors) and a conclusion/action plan depending on the topic chosen. The (narrative) outline should be sent to the other students in the class via Blackboard by midnight Tuesday before the presentation. 
As the non-presenting students read the paper, they should note for class discussion a contribution of paper, a question which the (narrative) outline raises. Twenty to twenty-five minutes is slated for each presentation and discussion. 

The purpose of the presentation/discussion is two-fold: 1) to share research with each other; and 2) to strengthen the quality of the final papers through peer feedback. 

The final paper of about 7500 words single spaced is due Friday Dec 7 or 14. 

Please include footnotes/endnotes and bibliography/works cited. 
Initial suggestions for areas of study; other topics are possible:
· Perspectives: Islamic/Arab; Latin America/Liberation Theology; Africa; Asian and Indian perspectives; Globalization
· Selected beneficiaries and Situations: Women; Children; Minorities and Indigenous Peoples; Immigrants; Migrants Workers; Armed Conflict; Genocide; Torture; Imprisonment.

· Specific Rights: Adequate standard of living; Food; Housing; Health; Property; Social security; Work; Education; Development; Environment (to or of); Self-Determination; Development; Solidarity; Peace 
· Authors: Hollenbach; Twiss; Sen; Donnelly; Ignatieff; An-Na’im
Statement of Academic Honesty from Loyola University Chicago
“Academic honesty is an expression of an ethic of interpersonal justice, responsibility and care, applicable to Loyola University Chicago faculty, students, and staff, which demands that the pursuit of knowledge in the university community be carried out with integrity.

 

Academic dishonesty is characterized by the failure to apply this ethic; i.e., any action whereby faculty, student or staff misrepresents the ownership of academic work submitted in her or his name. A student’s failure to practice academic honesty will, depending upon the seriousness of the misconduct, result in a sanction ranging from the grade of F for the assignment to expulsion from the university.

 

Boundaries of Academic Honesty and Dishonesty: The following areas are viewed as worthy of consideration by faculty, students and staff as specific expressions of academic honesty and dishonesty:

· Examinations. Obtaining or distributing materials prior to the scheduled examination without the intention of the teacher; providing to, or obtaining information from another student during the examination; or attempting to change answers after the examination has been submitted are violations of the examination process.

· Papers:. Plagiarism is the appropriation for gain of ideas, language or work of another without sufficient public acknowledgement that the material is not one's own. The following acts are regarded as such violations:

· Submitting another person's work as one's own;

· Submitting a rewritten or paraphrased version of another person's work;

· ?  Allowing another or paying another to write a paper for one's own benefit.
