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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Course Syllabus for Weston  MT  202 -- Introduction to Catholic Social Ethics

Meeting Times for Spring Semester 2008-- Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:30-10:00 A.M.

Instructor: Thomas Massaro, S.J.    tmassaro@wjst.edu


Office Phone:  617-492-1960, ext. 182


Home Phone:  617-876-1233


Office Hours: Tuesdays 10:15 to 11:45, Thursdays 9:30 to 12:00


-- see appt. book at Weston receptionist desk to sign up for appt. slots


-- if these times are inconvenient for you, send an email with suggested 




times to the instructor, who is happy to correspond on email
Required Course Texts
1. Catholic Social Thought: The Documentary Heritage

edited by David J. O'Brien and Thomas A. Shannon (Orbis Books, 1992)


-- hereafter abbreviated as "CSTDH"

2. Option for the Poor: A Hundred Years of Vatican Social Teaching

 by Donal Dorr (Orbis Books, 1992)


-- hereafter abbreviated as "Dorr"

These books are available for purchase at the Harvard Cooperative Society bookstore, located in the heart of Harvard Square. Once inside the “Coop,” follow signs for Weston course books. Bargain hunters should check online shopping options.
All other required readings (approximately 20 short articles) will be available on the Course Blackboard website. A full set of instructions for how to use this website to download these articles and to access other course features will be distributed at the first course meeting. The instructor is willing to lend out hard copies of these items.
Course Objectives  

This course serves as a general introduction to the Catholic tradition of reflection upon life in society, including economic and political issues.  Students will gain familiarity with the documents of modern Catholic social teaching, including fourteen major church documents such as encyclicals from Popes, pastoral letters from episcopal conferences, synods of bishops and ecumenical councils.  Attention will be paid to the various contexts (ecclesiological, cultural, institutional, historical) in which the moral reasoning of these documents unfolds.  Themes will include human rights, solidarity, common good, peace, economic development, work, property ownership, family life, subsidiarity, ecology, justice, and the preferential option for the poor.  Emphasis will be placed on understanding the distinctive ways in which the documents strike a balance between two key sets of values: 


1) the goods of individual dignity and liberty; and 


2) concern for the community and fulfilling obligations to the common good.


Besides providing exposure to the content of Catholic social teaching, this course seeks to familiarize students with the tools of social analysis which will assist them in ministry.  Asking the right questions about social structures is a crucial element in any attempt to discover the behavioral implications of faith, especially in its public dimensions.  We will explore ways to expand the sensitivity of church people to discerning issues of social justice which are imbedded in pastoral and intellectual apostolates.  Occasional comparisons to Protestant and other traditions of social ethics will be drawn.  Wherever possible, we will note applications to preaching, teaching and spiritual ministries in the social context of modern individualistic cultures.

Where This Course Fits In With the Weston Curriculum

There are no formal prerequisites for this course.  However, previous courses in Moral Theology, particularly MT 101, will be helpful in supplying background concepts (such as sin, grace, moral responsibility, virtue, and natural law) which will be presumed in this course.  For M.Div. students who have completed MT 101, this course is an excellent next step, and should be considered the normal recommended course in social ethics to round out their MT package.  Students in the M.T.S., S.T.L. and other programs will find this course valuable especially if they wish to familiarize themselves with the documents of Catholic social teaching and the basic skills of social analysis which allow a full exploration of the justice dimensions of contemporary issues.

Methodology for Class Sessions

Each class session will feature a mix of lecture and opportunities for discussion.

Normally, classes will begin with a student presentation (10-15 minutes) on the assigned reading.  Depending upon enrollment numbers, each student taking the course for credit will offer one such presentation (if numbers are high, team presentations may be necessary). Students will sign up for their preferred presentation date and topic in the second week of the course, and will receive a fuller description of presentation guidelines at that time. The presentation should be geared toward stimulating discussion rather than merely repeating the contents of the common reading point by point.  Student presenters should seek to expose the inner logic of the readings and to offer critical insight into the message of the author(s).  Since the goal is to stimulate conversation, student presentations should conclude with several items or questions which might serve as a focus for subsequent discussion.  In order to clarify finer points and draw connections to related issues, the instructor will offer comments of varying lengths in lecture format in the second half of most class sessions.

Requirements
1) Two 4-page papers on topics to be assigned.  These papers will be due February 27 and April 28.  Each paper constitutes 20% of final course grade.

2) A final ten-page paper on a social issue of your choice.  This paper will count for 35% of final course grade.  Details of the methodology of this paper will be distributed early in the course.  The topic should be chosen in close consultation with the instructor in the early weeks of the course, so that students will be reading the documents with a specific question in mind.  The major goal of this paper is to trace the treatment of an issue through the history of Catholic social teaching and critically to apply this teaching to a contemporary situation involving a justice dimension. This paper is due on Friday, May 9 (May 7 for graduating Weston students). Graduating students from other BTI schools may require earlier submission of final grades than Weston’s May 16 standard deadline, so they should alert the instructor of special needs in this regard.
3) A 15-minute “oral exam” to be scheduled by each student during the weeks of March 25--28 or March 31- April 4. The exam consists of the reading of a 7-8 minute sermon (usually 4 pages of double-spaced text) on justice themes prepared by each student.  Session 13 (March 17) will be especially helpful as students consider how to prepare a successful sermon on justice based on the themes of Catholic social teaching.  After the student reads the prepared text, the instructor will ask questions about the sermon for 5 minutes.  This exercise will count for 15% of final course grade.  Further details, including the list of suggested gospel texts for the sermon, will be distributed well in advance.

4) Introducing one class discussion by offering a 10-15 minute presentation, to be chosen from a sign-up list the second week of classes.  See "Methodology" section above for expectations. The quality of this presentation along with general class participation throughout the semester will count for 10% of final course grade.

5) Regular attendance and class participation is expected.  Evidence of careful reading of the assigned materials and thoughtful preparation for class will be considered in determining final course grades.  Readings average 105 pages per week.

Plan of Topics and Readings

Part One: Background to Modern Catholic Social Teaching
Session 1  (Wednesday, January 23)


Topic: Introduction to the course



No required readings

Session 2  (Monday, January 28)


Topic: Ecclesiological background to social ethics


Required readings:  (42 pages)


1) Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, "The Catholic Moral Vision in the United States,"



 address at Georgetown University on 9 September 1996, reprinted in



 A Moral Vision for America, John Langan, S. J., ed. (Georgetown Univ.



 Press, 1998), pp. 144-157.

2) "Aims and Means of the Catholic Worker," in Joseph J. Fahey and



 Richard J. Armstrong (eds.), A Peace Reader (Paulist Press,



 1992), pp. 163-167.


3) Richard Gaillardetz, “The Ecclesiological Foundations of Modern Catholic



 Social Teaching,” in Kenneth Himes et al, eds., Modern Catholic Social 



Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations (Georgetown University 



Press, 2005), pp. 72-98.
Session 3  (Wednesday, January 30)


Topic: The Church's mission to social justice


Required readings:  (40 pages)

1) John Coleman, An American Strategic Theology, chap. 1 (pp. 9-33) and, chap. 2 (pp. 38-54).


Focus: The roots of understanding the church’s engagement in worldly efforts

Session 4  (Monday, February 4)


Topic: Scriptural, Patristic, Scholastic and other

 

theological sources for modern social ethics


Required readings:  (32 pages)


1) "The Challenge of Peace," paragraphs 27-55



-- appears in CSTDH, pp. 497-504.


2) "Economic Justice for All," paragraphs 28-60



-- appears in CSTDH, pp. 584-593.


3) Selections from St. Augustine.  Contained in Paul E.



Sigmund, St. Thomas Aquinas on Politics and Ethics


(W.W. Norton and Co., 1988), pp. 102-107.


4) Paul E. Sigmund, "Thomistic Natural Law and Social



Theory," in Sigmund (as above), pp. 180-188.


Focus: How the Christian tradition provides resources for social ethics today

Session 5  (Wednesday, February 6)


Topic: Reading the signs of the times


Required readings:  (23 pages)


1) T. Howland Sanks and John A. Coleman (eds.), Reading the Signs of



 the Times: Resources for Social and Cultural Analysis (Paulist



 Press, 1993), pp. 1-23.


Focus: Culture, social analysis and the pastoral circle


Part Two:  The Documentary Heritage
Session 6  (Monday, February 11)


Topic: "Rerum Novarum" of Pope Leo XIII (1891)


Required readings:  (70 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 14-38.


2) Dorr, chap. 1 (pp. 13-32).


3) Dorr, chap. 2 (pp. 35-58).

Focus question: What messages contained in this document have



 contemporary relevance?

Session 7  (Wednesday, February 13)


Topic: "Quadragesimo Anno" of Pope Pius XI (1931)


Required readings:  (68 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 42-77.


2) Dorr, chap. 3 (pp. 61-73).


3) Dorr, chap. 4 (pp. 75-94).


Focus: The church's "flirtation with fascism," subsidiarity

NOTE: WESTON CLASSES DO NOT MEET ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18



ENJOY THE PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY!

Session 8  (Wednesday, February 20)


Topic: "Mater et Magistra" of Pope John XXIII (1961)


Required readings:  (58 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 84-127.


2) Dorr, chap. 5 (pp. 96-111).


Focus: Appropriate limits on the use of private property
Session 9  (Monday, February 25)


Topic: "Pacem in Terris" of Pope John XXIII (1963)


Required readings:  (61 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 131-159.


2) Dorr, chap. 6 (pp. 113-146).


Focus question: Are these "rights claims" viable, or too vast to be





 meaningful?

NOTE:  THE FIRST 4-PAGE PAPER IS DUE ON FEBRUARY 27


PLAN AHEAD– NO EXTENSIONS ARE POSSIBLE

Session 10  (Wednesday, February 27)


Topic: First half of "Gaudium et Spes" of Vatican II (1965)


Required readings:  (59 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 166-195.


2) Dorr, chap. 7 (pp. 149-176).


Focus question: What is the relation between church and culture in this





 document?  Is it new? adequate? desirable?

Note: Weston classes do not meet the week of March 3 to 7. Enjoy Spring Break!
Session 11  (Monday, March 10)


Topic: Second half of "Gaudium et Spes"


Required readings: (53 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 195-231.


2) "Putting Children and Families First: The Challenge for Our Church,



 Nation and World," U.S. Catholic Conference, 1992, pp. 1-17.


Focus question: What is the image and significance of marriage and





 family in this document?

Session 12  (Wednesday, March 12)


Topic: "Populorum Progressio" of Pope Paul VI (1967)


Required readings:  (43 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 240-260.


2) Dorr, chap. 8 (pp. 179-202).


Focus questions: What are the major obstacles to economic



 development? Does this document justify any (even violent)



 means to overcome these obstacles?

Session 13  (Monday, March 17)


Topic: Application of Catholic social teaching to preaching, teaching



 and other ministries of the word


Required readings:  (69 pages)


1) Walter Burghardt, "Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters: Preaching the



 Just Word" in his Preaching: The Art and the Craft (Paulist Press,



 1987), pp. 119-138.


2) Dennis Hamm, "Preaching Biblical Justice: To Nurture the Faith That



 Does It," Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits 29, no. 1 (Jan. 1997): 1-33.


3) David Hollenbach, "Preaching and Politics: The Problem of



 Consistency and Compromise," in his Justice, Peace and Human



 Rights, pp. 203-215.


4) Sanks and Coleman, Reading the Signs of the Times, pp. 225-229



("Some Implications for Ministry").


Focus: How the tradition of reflection on social ethics is a resource for




 preaching and other ministries

Session 14 (Wednesday, March 19)


Topic: "Octogesima Adveniens" of Pope Paul VI (1971)


Required readings:  (40 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 265-285.


2) Dorr, chap. 9 (pp. 205-225).


Focus question: Does the "inductive approach" of this document (as



 well as the liberation themes cited in the Medellin documents



 treated in chapter 9 of Dorr) signify an "opening to the left" for the



 worldwide Catholic church?

Note: Weston classes do not meet during the Holy Days of March 20-24 (inclusive). Therefore MT 202 will not meet on Easter Monday (March 24). Enjoy Easter recess!

Session 15  (Wednesday, March 26)


Topic: "Justice in the World" from the 1971 Synod of Bishops


Required readings:  (36 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 288-300.


2) Dorr, first half of chap. 10 (pp. 228-240).


3) David Hollenbach, "Courage and Patience: Education for Staying



 Power in the Pursuit of Justice" in his Justice, Peace and Human



 Rights (Crossroad, 1988), pp. 216-225.


Focus: The meaning of "justice" in a new environment.

Session 16  (Monday, March 31)


Topic: "Evangelii Nuntiandi" of Pope Paul VI (1975)


Required readings:  (61 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 301-341.


2) Dorr, second half of chap. 10 (pp. 240-257).


3) Dorr, pp. 337-340 (on "Redemptoris Missio").


Focus: How views of eschatology and the Kingdom shape our



 understanding of the church's witness to social justice and action



 on behalf of liberation?

Session 17  (Wednesday, April 2)


Topic: Personalism, Humanism & Liberation as key themes in recent



 Catholic social thought


Required readings:  (42 pages)


1) Dorr, chap. 11 (pp. 261-285).


2) Janet E. Smith, “Natural Law and Personalism in Veritatis Splendor” in



Readings in Moral Theology No. 10: John Paul II and Moral Theology, ed.



by Charles E. Curran and Richard McCormick, S.J. (Paulist Press, 1988),



 pp. 67-84.


Focus: The influence of these three patterns of thought upon recent




 Catholic social teaching

Session 18  (Monday, April 7)


Topic: "Laborem Exercens" of Pope John Paul II (1981)


Required readings:  (66 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 350-390.


2) Dorr, chap. 12 (pp. 288-314).


Focus question: Does this encyclical fully unpack three key concepts it



 introduces: 1) solidarity; 2) economic justice for women; 3) the indirect



 employer?

Session 19  (Wednesday, April 9)


Topic: "Sollicitudo Rei Socialis" of John Paul II (1987)


Required readings:  (53 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 395-432.


2) Dorr, first half of chap. 13 (pp. 317-333).


Focus: The hermeneutic by which this document interprets




 contemporary social problems in theological terms

Session 20  (Monday, April 14)


Topic: "Centesimus Annus" of Pope John Paul II (1991)


Required readings:  (61 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 439-484.


2) Dorr, second half of chap. 13 (340-349).


3) George Weigel, "The Virtues of Freedom: Centesimus Annus" in



 George Weigel and Robert Royal (eds.), Building the Free



 Society: Democracy, Capitalism and Catholic Social Teaching


 (Eerdmans, 1993), pp. 207-223.


Focus question: How does the collapse of world communism affect the





 direction of Catholic social teaching?


Part Three: Surveying Recent U.S. Contributions and 


Evaluating Catholic Social Teaching in the Contemporary Church
Note:  MT 202 will not meet as scheduled on Wednesday, April 16, as it conflicts with two out-of-town speaking engagements for the instructor. Students should use the time to prepare the longer-than-usual readings of the final three class sessions.
Session 21  (Monday, April 21)


Topic: "The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and Our Response" 



-- this "Peace Pastoral" comes from the U.S. Bishops, 1983


Required readings:  (65 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 492-564.



-- recall reading 497-504 (the Scriptural section) for session 4 of




 this course. Merely skim those pages now to review.

Focus: The relation between the call to non-violence and the obligation




 to protect the innocent and resist evil (as in the just-war




 approach)

Session 22  (Wednesday, April 23)


Topic: "Economic Justice for All" from U.S. Bishops, 1986


Required readings:  (54 pages)


1) CSTDH, pp. 572-664


-- recall reading 584-593 (the Scriptural section) for session 4 of




 this course.



-- Chapter 3 of this document (pp. 608-646) consists of a series of four 




selected economic policy issues (employment, poverty, agriculture, 



world trade/development). Because each section goes into great 




detail and uses somewhat outdated statistics and analysis, feel free 




merely to skim this chapter. This reduces the reading assignment 




for today from 92 pages to a more manageable 54 pages

Focus: The themes of "justice as participation" and “option for the poor’ as 




applied to a complex contemporary economy
NOTE: THE SECOND FOUR-PAGE PAPER IS DUE MONDAY, APRIL 28

THIS IS THE FINAL CLASS SESSION

Session 23  (Monday, April 28)


Topic: Evaluating the strengths and limitations of the



 heritage of Catholic social teaching


Required readings:  (51 pages)


1) Dorr, chap. 14 (pp. 352-378).


2) Gregory Baum, Theology and Society (Paulist Press, 1987), pp. 196- 205.


3) Avery Dulles, "The Gospel and Culture: Narrowing the Gap" in



 Woodstock Report, no 37 (March 1994): 3-10.


4) Denis Murphy, “Is ‘Church of the Poor’ Just Rhetoric?” in America, 6-13



 Jan. 2003, pp. 12-14.


5) Kenneth Himes, OFM, “Catholic Political Responsibility in This Time and



 Place,” in Origins 29, no. 38 (9 March 2000): 614-17. 


Focus: Has Catholic social teaching failed to fulfill its potential




 contribution?

Friday, May 9 is the ordinary final deadline for the 10-page final paper for this course.

           Graduating students at Weston must submit all course requirements to the



 instructor by Wednesday,  May 7.
           Graduating students at other B.T.I. schools should inform the instructor of

                 appropriate deadlines and submit all work three days in advance of that date.

Continuing students with extenuating circumstances who require an extension of this deadline should seek a “request for extension” form from the Weston registrar before April 28. In such rare cases, all work will be due, without exception, by May 22 (the last possible date for submission of delayed spring grades). The school’s June 1 transition to the Boston College campus prevents any further extensions.
Academic Integrity

Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic ethics and will not be tolerated. Penalties at Weston Jesuit range from the grade of “F” to dismissal from the school. Students are expected to identify all the sources and materials that they have consulted in the course of their research. The use of sources, both oral and written (whether in printed or electronic form), even in slightly modified language or in summary form, must be acknowledged and fully cited. The use of another’s ideas, even without a direct quotation, must be acknowledged and properly cited. The use of any source, whether oral or written, in its original wording must be indicated by the use of quotation marks or indented, blocked quotations and be fully cited. Students who are unsure about the rules regarding plagiarism should consult their professors or the school’s course catalogue and request a copy of “Properly Acknowledging Your Sources: A Guide for Avoiding Plagiarism” from the office of the Academic Dean.

Weston MT 202 
Introduction to Catholic Social Ethics

Spring, 2008
Thomas Massaro, S.J.


Description of Ten-Page Final Paper

The final written assignment in this course affords students an opportunity to appropriate the documents of Catholic social teaching by applying the content of these documents to an issue of social concern chosen by the student.  Follow these three steps as a guideline.

Step One

In the first three weeks of the semester (at least by Feb. 22), each student should consult with the instructor (during normal office hours or by appointment or by email) to select a topic.  In most cases, this will consist of a contemporary social issue or an aspect of life in society with an ethical dimension.

The following list of topics is meant to be suggestive, but not exhaustive:

1) some aspect of worker justice (wages, work conditions, job security,


 retirement benefits)

2) gender justice and the appropriate role of women in social and economic


 life

3) the responsibility of government to foster a healthy economy

4) domestic poverty (the distribution of wealth and income)

5) international economic justice (fostering development, fair trade practices)

6) international cooperation (global authorities like the U.N. and W.T.O.)

7) the international arms race

8) colonialism and its aftermath

9) relative merits of capitalism and socialism

10) the social obligations of property ownership

11) atheism (its social dimension)

12) justice in agricultural production

13) justification of violence (wars and revolutions)

14) economic participation (access to work and property)

15) justice in immigration policy, free geographical mobility

16) racism and the treatment of ethnic minorities (in general or in a specific


 location)

17) respect for the natural environment (ecological duties)

18) rights to universal political participation (democracy)

19) educational opportunity (supported by public policy)

20) the meaning of healthy family life

21) problems associated with health care and aging

22) problematic aspects of media and popular culture

23) the promise and perils of technology

24) problematic aspects of the criminal justice system (courts, sentencing, prisons)

25) resources for a spirituality of justice

26) proper relation of religion and politics, church and state


Some of these topics clearly need to be narrowed down. Allow your own personal interests to supply the focus. Some of them are treated in great depth in the documents we will study, while others are largely under-developed in this literature.  In selecting a topic and compiling a bibliography, it may be helpful to consult the essays in the text entitled Reading the Signs of the Times (edited by Sanks and Coleman) which will be located on reserve during this semester. Another excellent resource is the six-volume “Pastoral Letters of the United States Catholic Bishops” (shelved in the reference section of our library at BX 872.A2 N63 1981). Consulting these volumes will allow students to discern whether and how their topic has been addressed by the U.S. bishops from the eighteenth century to the present. The teaching documents of other churches in other parts of the world are also useful points of departure and comparison.

Step Two

As we proceed through the course, especially through the encyclicals, note where and how your topic is treated (and maybe places where it should have been treated).  Assemble additional sources of data and information about your topic, including statements of theologians, bishops and others writing with an ethical purpose, particularly one which intersects with religion in general and Catholicism in particular.  The expectation is that five or so sources (beyond course materials) will be utilized, footnoted and listed in the bibliography of the final paper.


One helpful source of additional documentation is the periodical Origins, the documentary service of the U.S. Bishops, which publishes most of the major ecclesial materials on social issues at both the national and universal levels.   Our library has a full set of all the volumes and issues of this publication.  Origins includes an excellent annual index which makes hunting for recent church statements on a given topic quite easy. It is also available at www.originsonline.com. Beyond this, see the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.usccb.org) for a catalogue of relevant publications of the U.S. Catholic church, most of them available for a reasonable price.

Step Three

Write a ten page paper (it could be longer if you wish), due on May 14, which accomplishes the following:


1) Explicates where in the documents of Catholic social teaching this topic is treated, explicitly (cite paragraph numbers and short quotations) or implicitly (where the logic of related arguments suggests positions on your topic).  No more than half your paper should be devoted to this task.


2) Analyzes whether and how the arguments of the documents have evolved over time in treating your topic.


3) Treats the twin questions: Is the church's current teaching on your topic adequate to today's world?  What improvements or modes of "aggiornamento" might be required?  Support your opinion with evidence and analysis.


4) Spends a few paragraphs viewing the issue through a pastoral lens if your topic allows.  How does it relate to contemporary pastoral needs?  You may concentrate on your home country or region rather than upon the worldwide church if this allows a more constructive focus.


5) Particularly if your topic is under-developed in church documents, consider writing a few paragraphs outlining a suggestion for a pastoral letter on the topic.  Creative projects along these lines are encouraged, although any significant deviation from the analytic format of this paper should be proposed to the instructor before you begin writing.


