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This capstone political theory seminar examines some of the major theories of justice available to political theorists in the 21st century.  We begin with an indepth reading of the work that has defined justice in the 20th and 21st centuries: John Rawls’ A Theory of Justice.  We continue by considering alternative theories of justice and criticisms of Rawls: Robert Nozick (libertarianism); Susan Okin (liberal feminism); and Michael Sandel Alasdair MacIntyre (communitarinism).  Students will have the option of examing other prominent works – for examples, Michael Walzer, Ronald Dworkin, Brian Barry, and Amartya Sen – in their final papers.  The seminar concludes with a return to the “late” Rawls of Political Liberalism and his work on international justice, The Law of Peoples. 

Learning Goals and Means of Assessment:

· Through complex readings, discussion, presentations, and writing, students engage in an in-depth analysis of the major theorist of justice in the 21st century – John Rawls – and his most important critics (see list above).  
· By comparing and contrasting the major paradigms in discussion and writing assignments, students reflect on the meaning of justice in their political and ethical lives.  The final paper requires students to take a sophisticated stand on the proper meaning of justice in modern society.

· Because seminar students share a common background in political theory, students increase their ability to call upon texts and concepts that compliment required readings to create a more rigorous seminar discussion and more nuanced papers. 
· By reading primary texts and secondary works of interpretations, students analyze texts and hone their research skills.
· By assessing Rawls and his critics, students obtain a vocabulary of political ideology (liberalism, communitarianism, conservatism, feminism, legalism, utilitarianism, and post-modernism).   

Required Texts:

Please note the original publication dates of these works.  Consider the political, social, and economic events that each author may be responding to in their work.  

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice – Revised Edition, Harvard University Press, 1999 (the first edition was published in 1971 and should be referred to as “the original” version).  Please buy the revised edition:   ISBN 0674000781.  
John Rawls, Political Liberalism.  Columbia University Press, 1993.

Selections available on Blackboard as a PDF or on library reserve.
John Rawls, Law of the Peoples.  Harvard University Press, 2001.
Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue University of Notre Dame Press, 1981.

Alasdair MacIntyre, Whose Justice? Which Rationality?  University of Notre Dame Press, 1988.  
Selections available on Blackboard as a PDF or on library reserve.
Susan Moller Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family, Basic Books, 1989.
Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia, Basic Books, 1974.

Michael Sandel, Liberalism and the Limits of Justice, Cambridge University Press, 1982.
José Saramago, Blindness, Harvest Books, 1999.
Michael Walzer, Spheres of Justice: A Defense of Pluralism and Equality.  Basic Books, 1984.   

Selections available on Blackboard as a PDF or on library reserve.

Supplementary texts available on library reserve:

Brian Barry, Theories of Justice.  University of California Press, 1989.  

Samuel Freeman, The Cambridge Companion to Rawls.  Cambridge University Press, 2002.  Several copies of this book are available from the University Book Store.
Norman Daniels, Reading Rawls: Critical Studies on Rawls’ ‘A Theory of Justice.’  Stanford University Press 1989.  

Chandran Kukathas and Philip Pettit, Rawls: A Theory of Justice and its Critics.  Stanford University Press, 1990.  

Thomas W. Pogge, Realizing Rawls.  Cornell University Press, 1989.  

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom.  Anchor Press, 2000.  
Robert Paul Wolff, Understanding Rawls: A Reconstruction and Critique of A Theory of Justice.  Princeton University Press 1990.

There are many excellent books and articles about Rawls and other theories of justice.  These are only a few suggested works.

This course assumes that students can perform J-Stor and Philosopher’s Index searches using the SJU databases.  Refer to your notes from Research Methods or consult a librarian prior to writing your final paper.  
Grading and Requirements:

Grades will be based upon class participation and attendance (40%) and papers and other writing (60%).    

●Attendance

You are expected to be in attendance and on time for every class.  There will be a sign-in sheet that will circulate at the start of every class.  If you miss three sessions (3 weeks of class), you will fail the class unless there are special circumstances, verified in writing by the Associate Dean.  
●Participation: Reading Materials Before Class, Analysis, and Discussion

In order for our discussions to be rich and thoughtful, be prepared to explain the author’s objectives and  raise questions about the validity of the assumptions and the logic of the argument.  Class participation means attending class prepared, listening to the arguments of others, and contributing when appropriate.  You should seek to further your understanding of the text – thus furthering the class discussion.  IF YOU ARE SOMEONE WHO FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO SPEAK IN CLASS, please talk to me immediately in office hours or via e-mail.
●Writing Assignments
PRESENTATION MEMOS: In addition to everyday participation, you will sign up, in advance, for one  class session for which you will start our discussion.  You will briefly (3-5 sentences) summarize the main argument of the reading and pose 3-4 interesting points.  DO NOT ATTEMPT TO SUMMARIZE THE READING.  Your presentation should take no more than 5 minutes.  The discussion will then continue based upon your points.  You must prepare a handout (your summary of the argument and main points) and e-mail it to the entire class using Blackboard before 9 a.m.   It should be no more than two single-spaced pages.  After you send your e-mail, please open up the one you sent yourself and check that the attachment can be opened.  Bring one hard copy of the memo to my office by noon.
PAPERS: There are eight papers of various lengths: five page paper (Rawls, A Theory of Justice); three page papers (Nozick, Sandel OR MacIntyre, Walzer, Okin); and ten page final paper (evaluating Rawls in light of his critics and alternative theories).  I will hand out suggestions for the first paper.  Thereafter, you will develop your own questions.  Although you do not need to clear these topics with me, I am glad to discuss them with you in office hours or read them in advance.  Although the shorter papers and the presentation memos will be treated as individual assignments, they simultaneously serve as first drafts for sections of your final paper in which you assess the validity of Rawls’ system.  

EDITTING: You will be asked to read and evaluate the work of your colleagues.  These are separate assignments and you will receive grades for your evaluations.  A grading sheet and evaluation criteria may be found on Blackboard.

OPTIONAL JOURNAL: After reading a text, write down your initial reactions in your journal (you may write on the computer or you may purchase a book to write in).  After our discussion, go back to the journal and enter your observations.  I am happy to look at your journal at any time – but that is optional.  Journals will serve as a grade boost especially for students who find it difficult to participate in class discussions.

GUIDELINES FOR PAPERS:  A paper must carefully consider and examine arguments made in the texts.  It must also be well organized, possessing of a clear progression of ideas and evidence from introduction through to conclusion.  Each paragraph should have a clear purpose and an easily identifiable role within the larger argument being developed.  Please include a meaningful title and clearly written thesis statement.  
Papers must have your name on the BACK of the LAST sheet (thus, papers can be marked blindly).  All papers must have page numbers, reasonable margins and font sizes, clear page citations, and be double-spaced.  You are expected to BOTH run a spelling check on the computer AND proofread your paper.  LATE PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED.  PROBLEMS WITH DEADLINES SHOULD BE DISCUSSED ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE DEADLINE.  Although it is not required, I strongly encourage that you print on BOTH SIDES.  Papers are graded on a 100 point scale.  I subtract points for typos, punctuation mistakes, spelling, and failing to follow the above requirements.  Grading scale, FAQ sheet, and writing advice are available under Course Documents on Blackboard.
Use Chicago standards for footnotes and bibliography for all essays.  The Chicago Manual of Style is available in the library and in most bookstores.  
THIS IS A CAPSTONE SEMINAR.  THE QUALITY OF THOUGHT, STYLE, AND ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE THE BEST YOU HAVE WRITTEN IN COLLEGE.  YOU should be proud of these papers.
If you are unclear about any of these expectations, please see me in office hours prior to writing your paper.  

●Academic Honesty Policy:

The Academic Honesty Policy and a Course Contract are available on Blackboard.  You are required to read the policy, sign the Contract, and return it to me.  If you have any questions regarding the Policy, please see me in office hours.  Your learning is compromised if you steal the ideas or words of other students or other authors.  If you violate the Academic Honest Policy, you will fail the assignment and the course.  

A WORD OF CAUTION ABOUT THE INTERNET:  University policies concerning plagiarism apply to copying materials from the internet.  If you copy text into a document, you must use quotation marks and provide a source.  
●Communication:

All announcements will be listed on our Blackboard website.  All e-mails will be sent to your SJU account.  It is your responsibility to have mail from this account forwarded to the account that you check regularly.  You should also feel free to post comments on the readings and discussions using Blackboard.

●Accommodation for Disabilities: 

If you have a documented --  or undocumented -- disability (learning, physical, psychological) for which you are or may be requesting reasonable academic adjustments, you are encouraged to contact Services for Students with Disabilities, 113 Science Center, 610-660-1774 (or 1620) as early as possible in the semester.  I will meet with students with any questions or concerns.
Guidelines for Reading a Text
How do we read a text?  What to look for when we read a text in political theory?
a) the main argument(s): What is the overall claim (thesis) of the book?  Can you formulate the argument into a sentence or two?  Is there a sentence in the text where the author formulates the thesis?  

b) the main assumptions: What are the assumptions (about humans, politics, class, gender, race, power, human psychology, economics) that are necessary for the argument to be valid?

c) the vocabulary: What does the author mean when s/he uses particular words: equality, nature, justice, reason?  Is the meaning the one we are familiar with?  How is it different?  Are these words employed consistently?   Because Rawls has his own vocabulary, you will benefit from keeping track of his/your definitions for each term.  Examples include: original position, primary social goods, overlapping consensus, and veil of ignorance.

d) the context: What are the social, political, economic, and religious factors that affect this argument?  Unlike historical works in political theory, these books do not have introductions that place the work in the events of the period.  What motivates Rawls to begin his work on justice in the late 1950s?

e) the assessment of the argument: Does the argument convince you?  Is it logical?  Is only part of it convincing?  What are the strengths and weaknesses?  Follow up smaller points and watch how they add up.  Is there a particular assumption that is important for the argument that is not proven sufficiently?  

ALL POINTS OF VIEW – THAT ARE ARGUED CAREFULLY AND PERSUASIVELY – ARE ENCOURAGED IN YOUR PAPERS AND CLASS COMMENTS.

Schedule of Readings

I. Creating a New Liberal Justice: John Rawls’ A Theory of Justice


Week 1, 1/22: 
TJ preface xvii-xxii (see page numbers; there are two prefaces); Chapter. I: 
“Justice as Fairness” (pp. 3–46) 
Week 2, 1/29: 

TJ  Ch. II: “The Principles of Justice,” §§ 10–17 (p. 47 to the first paragraph 
break on p. 88); Chapter III: “The Original Position,” §§ 20–26 (pp. 102–139)  
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _____Robert Mietlicki____
TJ, Chapter. IV: “Equal Liberty,” §§ 31–37 (pp. 171–206); 
Chapter V: “Distributive Shares,” §§ 41–45 (pp. 228–262)
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _____John (Ted) Matey___

**Please read syllabus and Academic Honesty Policy.  Sign and return course contract.  All documents are available on Blackboard.
Week 3, 2/5:              TJ, Chapter V, §§ 46–50 (pp. 263–292)

                                     PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _____Katherine Fennel_____
                          TJ, Ch. VI: “Duty and Obligation, §§ 46-50 (pp. 293-343); §87 (pp. 506-514)               


                                     PRESENTATION AND MEMO: ____Tom Beaver___________

**Rawls essay due today at start of class.

II. The Libertarian Response: Robert Nozick’s Anarchy, State, and Utopia
Week 4, 2/12:

Preface and Acknowledgements, ix-xvi; Part I: State-of-Nature Theory, or How 
to Back into the State without Really Trying, pp. 3-87


PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _______Francis DeTota________



Part I: pp. 88-146
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: ______Yanna Panagopoulos_____

Week 5, 2/19: 

Part II: Beyond the Minimal State? pp. 149-294



PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _______Alex Kwasny___________
Part III: Utopia, pp. 297-334
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: _______Mallory Pelland__________
**Nozick essay due today at start of class.

III. The Communitarian Critique: Sandel (and MacIntyre)
Week 6, 2/26: 

Sandel, entire book
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: ________Brad Reiter__________________

PRESENTATION AND MEMO: ______________________ _____________

If you are taking this class as part of the Faith-Justice program, please consider reading the MacIntyre and writing an essay on his work.  Please discuss this option with me in office hours.

Week 7, 3/4: 

Spring Break.  No class.
**Sandel and/or MacIntyre essay due today at start of class.

IV. An Alternative Liberal Justice: Walzer’s Spheres of Justice OR Cosmopolitanism (we will determine which based on the direction of the seminar discussions)
Week 8: 3/11:

Walzer selections/Cosmopolitanism selections
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: __________________________________
V. “Hidden Injustice:” Okin’s Feminist Critique of Rawls, Walzer, Nozick, and MacIntyre

Week 9, 3/18:

Acknowledgements, vii-viii; Chapters 1-3 
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: __________________________________


Chapters 4-6




PRESENTATION AND MEMO: __________________________________

**Okin essay due today at start of class.
Week 10, 3/25:
Chapters 7-8 
PRESENTATION AND MEMO: __________________________________

***Paper proposal is due at start of class.
VI. Rawls on Rawls: Changes and Reassertions

Week 11, 4/1:

The Law of Peoples, entire book 



PRESENTATION AND MEMO: __________________________________
Week 12, 4/8:
Presentation of papers.  All students will create an abstract (available to students in advance) and give a short presentation summarizing the argument of their term papers.  After the presentation, the author will field questions and suggestions from their colleagues.  Please see Blackboard for a detailed handout providing instructions for the presentations.  ALL students must read the abstracts of their colleagues and be prepared to ask questions and make suggestions as part of the presentation.   You will receive separate grades for written work (abstract), quality of the oral presentation, ability to answer questions, and ability to ask constructive questions of other students.

Week 13, 4/15

Presentation of papers.
VII. Evaluating Rawls

Week 14, 4/22:

Article-length reading, topic based on issues related to papers being written.
**Final papers due Monday, April 28th before noon in my office.  Senior grades are due on Monday, May 5th.  There will be no extension for papers.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to my presentation in Chicago, we missed our first session.  We will have a make-up session in which we will discuss José Saramago’s Blindness.  This novel treats issues of justice and human conduct in a state of nature or original position.  It engages the assumptions of Rawls and Nozick concerning justice, rights, equality, and cooperation.  We will schedule this session on Tuesday, January 22nd.  Please bring your calendars.  I will suggest Wednesday, February 27th at either 4:00 or 6:00.  I will supply a pizza dinner.
Guidelines for Paper Proposals
Present a paragraph-length single-spaced abstract of your proposed final paper.  You should include:
1) The question you will answer.

2) An explanation of why this is a significant question for theories of justice.

3) A provisional thesis statement.

4) A bibliography of the works you will use to answer the question.  This bibliography should include the primary works as well as a selection of secondary works that will help you better understand the texts.  You can look for such articles in the Cambridge Companion (see syllabus), the Philosopher's Index, and J-Stor.  The latter are available through the SJU database searches.  There are numerous books about Rawls that you may also find helpful and you MUST look outside the holdings of the SJU library.  There is no set number of articles and or books that is sufficient.  Your bibliography should be the result of a multi-hour search through relevant sources.  You should read the abstracts of articles before listing them.  You should start ordering books from PALCI if necessary.  

You must use primary and secondary sources.  You should have read the abstracts of at least 10 secondary articles or the introductions of several book-length works.  

5) You should write this proposal as if you have taken Introduction to Political Thought.  Thus, you should refer to relevant texts (e.g. Locke's Second Treatise) and speak knowledgeably.  To do the latter, you must reread relevant passages.  If you are writing about toleration and Rawls, you will need to place his work -- in a sentence of two -- in the context of liberal writings on toleration.

6) Your definitions should be precise.  Words like autonomy, nationalism, utilitarianism, liberalism, toleration, etc. should not be used without providing a careful definition.  Use the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy to research terms (and people) with which you are unfamiliar.  The REP is available in the reference section of the SJU library.  Do NOT use Wikipedia or other websites as you ultimate source.

7) Remove all banal sentences.  For example, "John Rawls is an important figure in political thought" or "toleration has been a topic in political theory since the beginning of time."  This is an abstract.  It needs to state an important question or problem and give a preliminary argument.

9) Supply citations or quotations when relevant.  Quotations should be used sparingly -- if at all.

All papers should -- in some way -- engage the works of John Rawls.  It is possible to write on any of the authors in questions -- but you must be careful to pick subjects that are important in the discipline of political theory.  Writing on Sandel, for example, would require reading his other works.
You should spend a minimum of 6 hours working on this proposal.  It should be thoughtful, well-researched, and well-written.

The proposal is due on Tuesday, March 25th at the start of class.

Your literature review -- a five page paper in which you set out the scholarship that has addressed your question -- is due on Tuesday, April 8th at the start of class.

Your final paper is due on Monday, April 28th in my office by noon.  If you would like your copy returned, please include a self-addressed envelope.
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