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STATEMENT OF DISCIPLINE OF SOCIOLOGY


“Sociology is a social science that uses quantitative and qualitative methods to analyze the relationship among individual actions, social institutions, societal forces and social change. Sociological understanding provides us with tools for analyzing the practical impact and ethical implications of our choices and decisions in the workplace, family and community.”
COURSE OBJECTIVES.

At the most general level, my objective is that you learn how to use a “sociological imagination” that enables you to understand the relationship between private troubles and public issues.  At a more specific level, my objectives are to help you to:

1.
Understand how sociologists define social problems,

2.
Understand how sociologists research social problems, and

3.
Understand the proposed causes, consequences and solutions for some social problems using a sociological framework.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.
Components of Class Participation:  The readings are listed by the date to be covered in class. You will be expected to attend all class meetings, complete assigned readings and participate in class discussions. You will be asked to form discussion groups during some class meetings.

In addition, you will complete several in-class writing assignments. These will be based on the scheduled readings and will be graded.  You cannot make-up these in-class writing assignments.  Grades will be factored into total participation grade.


I will conduct the class on the assumption that you have read the assigned materials carefully  and are prepared to discuss the materials in a thoughtful manner.  Your discussion must be be rooted in sociological perspectives and concepts introduced during the quarter.  Personal comments are encouraged but must serve as additions to and not substitutes for specific analysis of assigned readings, films,etc.  Class lectures and discussions may not cover all aspects of the assigned readings but you will be expected to integrate all of the course material into assignments and exams.  Some changes in the course outline and course assignment due dates may be necessary. I will announce these changes in class but it will be your responsibility to make note of them.


Oral Participation grades calculated as follows: A= excellent discussion that is consistent, critical, imaginative, informed  & grounded in readings;  B =  above average discussion mostly summarizing but with some critical analysis;  C=  not consistent and not adequately grounded in course readings and other material;  D= very little discussion of any level.  

2.

There will be FOUR EXAMS  (15% each)




Exam #1 --- October 9 (Thursday) 




Exam #2 --- October 28 (Tuesday)




Exam #3 --- November 13 (Thursday)




FINAL ---DECEMBER 11  at 9:10AM(Thursday)- Cumulative

3.
You will  form a group (4 or 5 students) and prepare an IMMIGRATION PROJECT    The purpose of this group project is to give you the opportunity to conduct research on some aspect dealing with immigration to the United States. NOTE: You must be present at the time of your group presentation in order to receive credit for it.   You must also be present on the days in which other groups make their presentations in order to receive credit for your project.   See ERES folder.

4A.
 ARRUPE CENTER PLACEMENTS.  You will be required to successfully complete a placement at one of the agencies that I have listed for our class.  The placements all deal with some aspect of the following social problems:  immigration, the homeless and the elderly. The purpose of this requirement is to provide you with an opportunity to interact with communities of individuals in the San Jose area and apply the sociological perspectives and concepts that you are learning in Soc. 33- Social Problems.   You will find guidelines for your Arrupe Journal on ERES.  You must satisfactorily fulfill the contract for this placement in order to pass the class.  Failure to complete this course requirement will result in failing the class.

4B.  You will keep a journal (15%) in which you record and analyze your experiences at your placement using the various sociological perspectives, concepts and other material covered in class.  Your journals will be assessed on the basis of how successfully you demonstrate a “sociological imagination” in analyzing your experiences. You should have an entry in your journal for each visit.  I will collect the journals once during the quarter in order to give you feedback.  The completed journal is due the last day of class.

Jimenez, The Circuit

Ueda, Postwar Immigrant America: A Social History

Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am: The Lives of Homeless Women.

Hochschild, The Time Bind: When Work Becomes Home & Home Becomes Work.

Townsend, The Package Deal: Marriage, Work & Fatherhood in MenÆs Lives.

ERES readings listed on course outline.

GRADES






Exam #1

15%




Exam #2

15%




Exam #3

15%




Final 


15%




Immigration Project     25%







Arrupe Placement &



Participation

15%

NOTE:  Failure to complete any of the course requirements (regardless of the percentage assigned to each requirement) will result in an F for the entire course.

GRADE VALUES:
A=4.0;  A- =  3.7;   B+ = 3.3;  B = 3..0;   B- = 2.7 ;  C+ = 2.3;  C=2.0

C- = 1.7;  D+ - 1.3;   D = 1.0;  D- = .7.  Please note a grade of 3.6 is still a B+.  I will round up beginning with ..05 - for example 3.66 is an A-.





COURSE SCHEDULE 



    
 (subject to change under certain circumstances)

9/23-
Introduction to Course:  How Do Sociologists Study Social Problems? The 

9/25
“Sociological Imagination”

Charon, “An Introduction to the Study of Social Problems,” ERES Folder- “Week 1”

Gusfield, “How Do We Decide What are Social Problems?” ERES Folder- “Week 1”
I.
CASE STUDY  #1:
HOMELESSNESS





Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am: The Lives of Homeless Women.


ERES Folder - “Homelessness”
9/30
Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am., Part One, Ch.1-2, Townsend, The Package Deal, Ch.1.

10/2
Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am
, Part One, Ch. 3, 4; Part Two; Ch. 5.


10/7
Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am,, Part Two, Ch. 6, 7.

10/9
EXAM #1-Thursday

II.
CASE STUDY #2:  
IMMIGRATION

10/14-
Jimenez, The Circuit


ERES Folder - “Immigration.”
10/16
Ueda, Postwar Immigrant America: A Social History, Introduction, Chapters 1,  2,  3

10/21-
Ueda, Postwar Immigrant America:, Chapters 4, 5 & 6.

10/23


10/28
EXAM #2-Tuesday

III.
CASE STUDY #3:
TRANSITIONS IN THE WORKPLACE 


Hochschild, The Time Bind: When Work Becomes Home & Home Becomes Work.

10/30
Hochschild, The Time Bind, Chapters 1 - 4 and Townsend, The Package Deal, Ch.2.
& 3.


11/4-6
Hochschild, The Time Bind, Chapters 5-13.

11/11
Hochschild, The TIme Bind, Chapters 14-16.

11/13
EXAM #3  - Thursday

III.
CASE STUDY #4:
TRANSITION IN FAMILIES 



11/18
Townsend, The Package Deal, Chapters 4, 5 & 6.

11/20
Townsend, The Package Deal, Chapters 7 & 8

12/2-12/4  GROUP PRESENTATIONS OF IMMIGRATION PROJECTS 


NOTE: 
IF you are not  present at this time your group will not receive credit for its 



Immigration Project.  NO EXCEPTIONS



12/4
ARRUPE PLACEMENT JOURNALS  DUE

12/11
FINAL EXAM -----9:10AM-12:10






   COURSE POLICIES


CLASS DISCUSSIONS may raised sensitive issues and I expect that all of us treat each other with respect and courtesy.  Personal opinions are encouraged but are not substitutes for discussions and analysis of the readings, films etc.  It is your responsibility to take the initiative to engage in the class discussions.  In order to be fair to all members of the class, I will give everyone an opportunity to speak once during any given discussion before allowing a person to speak for a second time.  I will usually provide several discussion questions for you to consider prior to class sessions.


OFFICE HOURS: I will be available during my scheduled office hours (Tues.& and Th: noon-1:00 and Thur.. 3:35-4:30 & unless I announce a change.  You can reserve a specific time to see me during these office hours or you can drop by but you may have to wait if I have other students waiting to see me.  If you can not meet with me during these times, please see me to make an appointment.  If you do not attend class, office hours or appointments are not to be used as a substitute to go over material that you missed.  It is your responsibility to obtain class material from a class mate.  I suggest you exchange emails with a member of the class or your group presentation members.


VOICEMAIL:  You can leave phone messages for me at 554-4511.  Please leave me a call back number and the time you will be there to receive my return call.  I cannot return calls on Fridays and Saturdays.


EMAIL  Please use the following email address to contact me: almamgarcia@comcast.com. I will do my best to reply as soon as I can.  Please note, however, that I do not usually check my email in the evenings or on the weekends.  If you have questions about assignments or exams, you need to make the effort to contact me during office hours or raise your questions during class time.


ERES MATERIAL:  It is your responsibility to gain access to all the assigned materials that I have placed on ERES.   I suggest that you take time as soon as possible to download all the ERES materials.  


ERES COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT PAGE:  I will post announcements on a regular basis on this page so please make sure to check it the day before class.





MAKE-UP WORK will be allowed: (a) if you provide a written note from a medical or counseling staff member indicating that health issues prevented you from being able to complete the course work on the due date(b) if your absence is because of an approved campus activity such as an athletic event (documentation is needed from coach or other faculty/staff). These excuses also require my approval and must be arranged prior to the due date. No other excuses will be accepted. 


MISSED CLASSES: If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to obtain materials such as notes or other materials covered in class.  My office hours are NOT intended to provide you with such materials or review what I lectured on or what was discussed in class.  I strongly suggest you exchange phone numbers or emails with someone in class to assist you if you miss class.

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Plagiarism, cheating on exams and any other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and I will proceed with the university guidelines for dealing with breaches in academic honesty.  I will be implementing various measures to assist in preventing violations. (Example: Collecting blank blue books prior to exam for redistribution)

Dr. Alma M. Garcia

Soc.33

NAME_____________________________________________

Exam #1


15%




Exam #2


15%




Exam #3


15%




Exam #4


10%

Immigration Project     
20%

Arrupe Placement/Journal 
15% 

Oral Class Participation +

In-Class Writing Assignments


Total Participation

10%

FINAL GRADE:

1
2
5

