Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 

office: Bannan Hall 340 phone: 554 4668 

office hours: Wednesday mornings from 10 - noon 

and by appointment 

e-mail: pfitzgerald@scu.edu 

TESP 046 - Faith, Justice and Poverty

2003 Spring Quarter Syllabus

This middle level Theology, Ethics and Spirituality course examines and interrogates the confluence of three streams of religious thought: theological notions about human community and mutual responsibility, sociological understandings of the phenomena of marginalization and injustice, and religious hermeneutics that arise out of ethical engagement in systematic responses to poverty and suffering. By juxtaposing three modes of questioning (theological, pastoral and spiritual), we will seek to understand the mutual influence of belief, understanding and praxis - religious norms and intentional practices in dialogue with philosophical theories of justice and peace, in relation and reaction to social contexts of relative weal and woe. Our twin goals will be to describe and to analyze faith-inspired communal responses to various forms of human suffering. In order to do so, we will explore past and present social realities (life-worlds) wherein the interplay of faith and reason gives rise to theological debate that informs normative judgments which, in turn, inspire ethical praxis. 

The general methodology of the course arises with a circular process of experience, reflection and discussion. Classroom presentations and (small group) discussions, the close reading of texts, and conversation with, and service to, ‘people living in poverty’ will nourish personal reflection and scholarly synthesis. Student learning will be tested twice and find expression in two written essays. The textual supports for our explorations will be historical, theological, and spiritual; we will read these texts through religious and sociological lenses. The people, agencies and the communities with whom you will interact in your placements will furnish you with ‘oral texts’ which, like the other texts, must be received, analyzed and interpreted. 

A carefully selected Arrupe Center placement (or SCCAP placement with the explicit agreement, of the professor), providing sustained direct contact with poor, marginalized or otherwise disadvantaged people, is essential to the course. [Members of the Loyola RLC may use their year-long placements for this course.] The clients at the placements, in their social contexts, will be your teachers and your conversation partners; they will provide you with valuable clues as you struggle to 'make sense' of religious texts and ideas, practices and praxes. Sacred texts convey their subtexts and fulfill their pretexts within historical contexts. Since they are living 'texts', your conversation partners are to be treated with extraordinary care and respect; the rules of discretion (basic norms of confidentiality and professional conduct), will be explained and expected. Attendance at the placement, as at class, is contractual, i.e., you are expected to fulfill the commitments that you make. 

Evaluation and Grading will be based upon two written assignments (20%.each), a midterm and a final examination (20% each), two short reaction pieces (5% each) and class participation (10%). All written assignments will be subject to 'blind grading'; instead of putting your name on these assignments, you will identify them with your Access Card number. By your registration and perseverance in this course, you signal your willingness to live by University rules of academic integrity and personal responsibility as presented in the Student Handbook. 

Bibliography: Bible (NAB, NRSV, NEB, NJB). Dorothy Day, Selected Writings. Louis Fischer, The Essential Gandhi - an anthology. H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture. J. M. Thompson, Justice and Peace.
2003 Spring Quarter Calendar

Part 1: Scripture and Social Ethics

April I - Introduction to the course 

April 3. The radical quality of experiences of poverty and suffering Required Reading: 

The Book of Job Chapters 1-31, 38-42. 

Nota Bene: 1: 1-2:13, 42:7-17 is probably the vestige of the original, ancient story and serves as a narrative framework for the intervening theological considerations.
 Recommended reading: 

Archibald MacLeish, J B. - a play in verse 
Franz Kafka, The Trial 

April 8 and 10. The state of the world 

J. M. Thompson, Justice and Peace, Orbis, 1997. Pp. I - 178. 

April 15. Religious Memory and Social Horizon 
Required: 

Exodus 1.1 - 15:27 
Genesis 1.1 - 4:26 
References: 

Harper's Bible Dictionary Anchor Bible Dictionary 

New Jerome Biblical Commentary 
Suggested Reading: 

Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1973), chaps. 9-11. 
Norbert Lohfink, Option for the Poor.- The Basic Principles of Liberation Theology in Light of the Bible (The Bailey Lectures; ed. D. Christiansen; Berkeley: BIBAL, 1986). 

Michael Walzer, Exodus and Revolution (NY: Basic Books, 1985). 

April 17. Institutional and Prophetic Notions of Justice 
Required Reading: 

Deuteronomy 5:1 - 5:22 (the Decalogue), 6:1 - 6:25 (the covenant code), 26:5 - 26: 1 0 (the touchstone: "Remember, oh Israel.,.."). 

Isaiah Chapters I - 3 9. (Look especially at 1: I- 1 7 [What is the nature of the sinfulness of the people?), 3:14-15, 5:8 [What are the actual social conditions of the poor?), 10:2 [What is Justice?), 29:18-19, 35:3-6 (What is the Good News for the poor?].) 

April 22 and 24. The Social Ethics of the Reign of God
Required Reading: 

The Gospel of Luke, The Acts of the Apostles 
Suggested Reading: 

J. Sobrino: Christ the Liberator. 

First Essay Due April 24 
Part II:. Political and Practical Theology

April 29. Various Christian Approaches to Social Ethics 
Required Reading: 

H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture pp. I - II 5 

May 1. Several Civil Religions 
Required Reading: 

H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture pp. 16 - 256. 

Midterm exam: May 6. 

May 8. Radical Catholic Spirituality of Service
 Required Reading: 

Dorothy Day, Selected Writings, Orbis, 1992. pp. xi. - 88. 

May 13. 

Required Reading: 

Day, pp. 91 - 184 

May 15. Catholic Social Doctrine 
Required Reading: 

D. Day, pp. 187 - 257 

May 20. Politics and Principles 

Required Reading: 

Day pp. 261 - 363. 

May 22. Mohandas K. Gandhi's notions of Satyagraha and Ahimsa 
Required Reading: 

Louis Fischer, The Essential Gandhi - an anthology. Vintage Books, 1983, pp 3 - 83 

May 27. Civil Disobedience and Divine Obedience 
Required Reading: 

Gandhi, pp. 84 - 178 

May 29. Personal Integrity and the Struggle for Justice 
Required Reading: 

Gandhi, pp. 179 - 276 

June 3. The Good Society 
Required Reading: 

Gandhi, pp. 277- 369 

June 5. Sub. Norms, Axioms and Action 
Required Reading: 

J. M. Thompson, Justice and Peace, Orbis, 1997. Pp. 179 - 205. 

Second Essay Due June 9. 

Final Exam - Tuesday June 10 at 9:10 a.m. 

Essays


The purpose of the essays is threefold: you should demonstrate mastery of the material, you should deal with the fundamental issues and questions raised in the course, and you should think critically about the given social reality at your Arrupe Center/SCCAP placement. The essays should be typed, have regular margins and be printed in a legible font. Spelling and grammar are the scaffolding on which you hang your ideas - if the infrastructure is weak, the weight of ideas will cause it to collapse into incoherence. A week before the assignment is due you may turn in a rough draft for critical help. A good paper will have a clear thesis, an understandable argumentation, evidence and good logic. You will need to give yourself adequate time to research, reflect, write and revise. As noted, these assignments should be identified by your Access Card number in place of your name. 

The first essay, 3 to 5 pages in length, is a chance for you to begin to define 'poverty' in socially and religiously meaningful categories. The Arrupe Center placement or SCCAP involvement in which you are engaged provides a forum for significant interactions with a community of people in a state of 'poverty'. 'Poverty' is a quite relative term: in comparison, a poor person in the USA may have more food and better shelter than a 'middle class' person in Bangladesh, yet the poor American may suffer in many ways from the injustice of her poverty. To be poor has social and religious layers Of meaning and interpretation. What is the nature of the human phenomenon of poverty that you encounter at your placement? Your job in this first essay is to write a definition of poverty that fits your placement. 


The thought process that precedes and prepares for the writing of the essay has three  parts. Begin by identifying the type of placement with which you will be dealing. Who are the people who are involved? What is poverty in this context? Is it the isolation of illness in a nursing home? Is it the powerlessness of refugee status? Is it in the experience of destitution, of racism, of mental illness? 

Take time to do research, marshaling information both from the literature of the agency itself and from public records and academic resources available to you at Orradre library or on- line. For example, if you are dealing with homeless families, find out how large the problem is. What are some of the typical problems of homeless families? 


In a second step, examine the strategic response of the agency with which you are working. How does it address the 'poverty' which you have identified and described? What do the staff and the volunteers do to help? Do they address the sources of the poverty? 


Finally, what do you think? How do you react? What is the state of your evolving impressions. Do you have any prior experience with, this specific form of poverty? Do you bring a specific bias to this situation, these encounters? Were your expectations confirmed or contradicted by your first visits? What confuses you? What excites you? What are the open questions? 


Having thought through these questions, now you are ready to come up with a thesis, then write a draft response to the question, what is this poverty? Revise your text, then finish your essay.
The second essay, 3 to 5 pages in length, concerns ideas and intuitions about justice. Here you are to identify and define justice within a culturally specific context. Ask yourself these two questions: "What is unjust/unfair about the conditions of the &poor' at my placement? What would just and fair treatment entail?" As you examine your answers to these initial questions, ask yourself, "What is the model of justice that under girds my judgment? Upon what standards, non-ns and ideals justice am I relying?" The pattern here is: observe, consider, judge and then analyze your judgment. 


The Arrupe Center placement or SCCAP involvement continues to be the venue for meaningful interactions with people in difficult situations. The standard definition of the word 'justice' in Mainstream North American society is primarily one of just desserts: you get what you deserve. Yet who deserves to suffer? The innocent? The guilty? Are the poor either innocent or guilty? Based on the readings and on your direct experiences and observations at the placement, is the notion of 'justice' broader and more ambiguous than simply 'fair treatment'? What of the religious notions of mercy and charity? Do these come into play? Is there a religious notion of justice that seems to contradict a secular notion of just desserts? Doe, should a religious notion have priority even in the political and economic sphere? Your task in this second essay is to write a definition of justice that makes sense to you against the backdrop of your experiences at your placement. 

The thought that goes into the essay will again have three parts. In the first, please describe the 'injustice' with which your placement deals. Is it abandonment of the ill? Is it the inferior education of people from poor neighborhoods? Is it social marginalization based on ethnic status, income level, or immigrant status? Observe and inquire, marshaling information both from the agency itself and from public records and academic resources available to you in the library or on-line. For example, if you are trying to understand the social and political marginalization of homeless persons, find out to what extent the rights of the homeless are respected and or violated by various sectors of society. 


In the second preparatory step before you actually write your essay, analyze the strategic response of the agency with which you are working. How does it address the 'injustice' which you have identified? What does the staff of the agency do to combat the, effects of this injustice? Do they address the sources of this injustice? 


Finally, synthesize clearly your own criteria for naming the injustice of the situation and for evaluating the response of the agency. What are your standards for judging? What are the a priori that undergird your definitions of 'right' and 'wrong'? What do you consider to be the ideal, the just norm or standard? Having completed this mental exercise, write a draft, revise it, and then proofread your revisions. 
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