Marquette University
Fall, 2007

Social Inequality: Sociology 165

Section 1001

MW 1:00 – 2:15 PM

Cramer Hall

Room 038

Instructor: Bob Greene

Phone: 414-288-6846
Office: Lalamiere 411

Office Hours: Wednesday, 2:30 to 3:30 PM. 

Email Address: Robert.W.Greene@marquette.edu
Home Phone: Cell: 608-345-5843. Please don’t call after 9:00 PM

Required Texts: 
1) Anderson, Margaret A. and Patricia Hill Collins 2006. Race, Class and Gender: An Anthology  6th edition. United States: Thomson/Wadsworth

2) Kimmel, Michael S. and Michael A. Messner. 2007. Men’s Lives 7th edition. Allyn and Bacon. 

Class Philosophy and Pedagogy
Service is no substitute for action, though it might as well be the prelude to action. It is right and good that we seek to help the less fortunate, but we must remember that assuaging the condition of the poor is not the same as working to remedy the root causes of poverty. We can contribute well to food pantries, raise funds for worthy causes through bake sales and the like, but patriotism- to country and humankind- prompts us to undertake more radical action. “Charity is a matter of personal attributes; justice a matter of public policy. Charity seeks to alleviate the effects of justice; justice seeks to eliminate the causes of it. Charity in no way affects the status quo, while justice leads inevitably to political confrontation. Wm. Sloan Coffin. 

This course, a manresa course (www.marquette.edu/manresa) incorporates the theme of vocation, first to think pragmatically about specific careers in social justice as well as consideration of social justice as a moral and ethical imperative. Thus the objectives of this course are to examine the meaning of equality and inequality, theoretically, identify policies that attempt to mitigate inequality. Throughout the course, we will discuss the readings, as well as participate in panel discussions about various topics and an optional component, service learning that is highly recommended. 
This course is also approved for the University’s Common Core as a Diverse Culture’s course which asks students to identify differences and similarities between one’s own culture and other cultures, explain how categories of human diversity influence identities and create inequity, and reflect upon one’s personal and cultural presuppositions and how these effect one’s values and relationships. 

Core Curriculum Requirements:  These are Marquette’s recognized measurable objectives. 

Individual and Social Behavior (1 course) 

At the completion of core studies, the student will be able to: 

1. Understand central concepts, theories, and methods used to explain individual and social behavior in one of the social and cultural disciplines.

2. Use knowledge of social scientific methods to analyze examples of individual and social behavior. 

3. Evaluate the applicability of social scientific knowledge for understanding individual and social behavior in particular contexts.

Histories of Cultures and Societies (1 course)
At the completion of core studies, the student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the discipline of history, in particular the application of historical methodologies in the formulation of plausible interpretations of human behavior in past centuries.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of how societies develop over centuries through the complex interaction of socio-economic, political, religious, and other cultural forces including historical memories constructed by successive generations. 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of continuities and differences between the past and the present. 

Diverse Cultures Core Objectives: 

1) Identify differences and similarities communication, values, practices, and beliefs between one’s own culture and other cultures

2) Explain how categories of human diversity (such as race, class, gender, ethnicity, and disability) influence personal identities and can create structural and institutional inequality

3) Critically reflect upon one’s personal and cultural presuppositions and how these affect one’s values and relationships 
Course objectives: 
a) Understand the intersection of race, class, and gender as creating advantage or disadvantage in individual lives

b) Begin to critically think about the impact of social forces in the lives of individuals but how those forces are structural. 

c) Understand how economic, educational, gender, and sexual inequalities are systemic in nature. 

d) Distinguish between charity and social justice
Assignments and Grading: 
There will be no mid term or final exam per se but over the course of the semester, we will have several assignments from the readings, and a final paper which will be either your service learning analysis or if you choose not to do that, a final paper that examines a social problem or some social inequality in some depth. 
For many of the readings I will provide the format with questions that get directly at understanding the macro structural social forces at work in issues of social inequality. 

Grading System: 

93-100 A

89-92 AB

83-88 B

78-82 BC

73-77 C

68-72 CD

62-67 D 

less than 62 F 

Class Rules: 
Academic Honesty: The university wide policy regarding academic honesty was approved and is now applicable to all courses. This policy can be found on pages 49-53 of the 2007-2008 Undergraduate Bulletin which can be accessed online at: http://www.marquette.edu/rc/bulletin.shtml Questions about academic honesty should be directed to the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at 288-5310. 
Attendance: According the guidelines established by MU, in a 75 minute class, you can miss only 4 times or the equivalent of two weeks. Since we will meet approximately 32 times and I would expect that you will attend 28 times. I will keep attendance records and if your attendance declines, we will have a conversation. But cognizant that you might really be missing for legitimate reasons, please contact me. 
Class Decorum: If you need to come to class late or leave early, do so discreetly. Also, all cell phones are to be turned off during class. Please respect my wishes and don’t leave the class if your phone rings or respond to text messages. One hour away from reality is probably good for you. 
Problems: Try to address any personal, classroom, or other problems immediately with me. Particularly with class work, class expectations, etc. 

Service Learning Option: 

Please refer to the Service Learning Guidelines and Expectations found at the back of this syllabus. You will be expected to perform at least 20 hours of community service, present to the class as a group in your learning community about your population and the inherent social inequality that exists for them. 

Also, you will submit three guided reflection papers on your service learning experience. I expect you to buy a spiral notebook, and I will hand out the criteria for these reflections in several weeks. You will also be expected to attend one service learning sponsored reflection session. You will receive information on this on Wednesday. 

You will also participate with group members in class presentations of approximately 30 minutes in length. I have not incorporated this into the course curriculum since at this point, it would be better once all the service learning components are in place. 

Your final paper will be approximately 3-5 pages and an analysis of the social inequality that you dealt with through your service learning experience but on the level of macro analysis. Also, APA style format must be used, refer to the APA Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 5th edition or visit their website at: www.apastyle.apa.org. For additional questions, contact the Writing Center located at Raynor Library. 
 Course Calendar:  
Aug. 27th:  Introductions: What is Social Inequality? Why Study it? 

Aug. 29th:  Unit: Economic Inequality, Notes on D2L. 

Sept. 3rd: NO CLASS-Labor Day

Sept. 5th:  Continue with Notes on Economic Inequality 

Sept. 10th: Criteria for First Presentations based on RCG and ML readings
Sept. 12th: Video: Slave Wages: On Not Getting By in America
Sept. 17th: Presentations: Race, Class and Gender readings
Sept. 19th: Presentations: Men’s Lives readings
Sept. 24th:  Prepare class for next set of readings, units, and notes
Sept. 26th: Wrap up readings, notes, and unit
Oct. 1st:  Begin Social Inequality and Sexuality

Simulation: Sex and Social Meaning

Discuss articles, Homosexuality and American Citizenship and After the Sexual Revolution

Oct. 3rd: Lecture: Notes will be available on D2L. 

Oct. 8th:  The Privilege of Heterosexuality

Oct. 10th: Panel Discussions: from RCG

Presenters: 

Oct. 15th: Panel Discussions on Men’s Lives

Presenters:  

Oct. 17th:  Wrap up unit on Social Inequality and Sexuality

First Reflection paper due for Service Learners

Oct. 22nd: Begin Unit on Social Inequality and Gender
Assign Readings from RCG, Gender and Sexism, pages 147-189, and ML, pages 317-358. 

Oct. 24th: Lecture Notes On Gender, Go to D2L. 
Oct. 29th:  Video: Jean Kilbourne’s Killing Me Softly
Oct. 31st: Panel Discussions: Readings from RCG

Presenters: 

Nov. 5th:  Panel Discussions: Readings from ML

Presenters: 
Visit Kozol’s website and read: Still Separate, Still Unequal:
America's Educational Apartheid http://www.mindfully.org/Reform/2005/American-Apartheid-Education1sep05.htm
Also, Assign Readings for Social Inequality and Education from RCG and ML. These will be specific articles from each text. Read, Black Picket Fences: Privilege and Peril Among the Black Middle Class, p. 136,Masculinities and Athletic Careers, p. 172, Unequal Childhoods, p. 348, Can Education Eliminate Race, Class, and Gender Inequality, p. 404,  and Military Mirrors a Working Class America, p. 459
In ML, Read,The Measure of a Man: Conceptualizations of Masculinity among High- Achieving African American Male College Students, p. 41, Warrior Narratives In the Kindergarten Classroom: Renegotiating the Social Contract, p. 81, Why College Men Drink: Alcohol, Adventure, and the Paradox of Masculinity, p. 182, The Glass Escalator: Hidden Advantages for Men in the Female Professions, p. 242 and The Role of Men and Boys in Achieving Gender Equality, p. 635. 
Nov. 7th:  Begin Social Inequality and Education
Video: Children in America’s Schools

Second Reflection Paper Due for Service Learners

Nov. 12th: NO CLASS: I want you to attend the Jonathan Kozol lecture, at 7:30 PM at the AMU Ballroom

Nov. 14th:  Lecture: Education in America, Hand out article: L WCER Working Paper No. 2006-9  “Equality in Educational Opportunity: A 40-Year Retrospective. By Gamoran and Long  http://www.wcer.wisc.edu/ 
Nov. 19th:  Panel Discussions: Social Inequality and Education, Readings from RCG

Presenters: 
Nov. 21st:  NO CLASS Eat Turkey
Nov. 26th:  Panel Discussions, Readings from ML
Presenters: 
Nov. 28th: Criteria and Discussion of Final Papers for Service Learners and Traditional Learners
Dec. 3rd: Begin Consultations on Final Papers
Last Reflection Paper Due for Service Learners
Dec. 5th: Continue with RCL and ML presentations
Dec. 10th: Work on final papers??? Consultations with instructor
Dec. 12th: Hand in final paper: Either Service Learning Paper or Identification of a Social Problem paper. 
Service Learning or Research Paper Option: 

Every student will be required to submit a final paper either based on their service learning assignment or an analysis of some aspect of social inequality and the connections to the macro structural forces that led to this inequality. 

If you choose the research paper option, you will be asked to utilize a minimum of ten electronic print articles or books. Websites will only be allowed if they fit the criteria for a scholarly website. I will hand that out when I hand out the criteria for the final paper option. You will be asked to address some social inequality and analyzed it sociologically. Although it would appear that you might offer solutions, at this point in your academic careers, I would just assume that you would want a better understanding of the social phenomenon. I will give out the details of this right after Thanksgiving break. 

Finally, I want you to leave this class with an understanding of how individual lives are shaped by social forces; some create advantage, some disadvantage. Then through service learning you might begin to act as a change agent for larger issues of social justice. 

More on Service Learning:  
In order to begin to want to create social change, you must be immersed in the social problem that you seek to correct. That way you can become a change agent for social justice in your community, nationally, and globally. This will put in the company of like minded individuals, many of whom have been fighting for social justice longer than we have been alive. Service learning also provided the opportunity to put a human face on social problems and gets out of the idealistic world of the textbook .Experiential learning and the pedagogy of service learning might be sociology’s best teacher. 
You will have to sign up for your service learning assignments on Sept. 11th, from the list provided you can pick a population of social problem you will work on for the semester. You will then sign up with the Service Learning Office for one of those agencies. You can view the site options at www.marquette.edu/servicelearning. Other students that sign up with you will become part of your learning community throughout the semester and your presentation to the class will be reflective of that. 

The Service Learning Workshop on Sept. 19th from 6:30 to 8:00 is for students you have not participated in service learning at Marquette. You will learn about your particular agency, understand the site’s expectations of you as a service learner. 
By Oct. 2nd, you should turn into me your Service Learning contract and the learning objectives must be filled in or it will not be accepted. 

Also, you must participate in one Service Learning Reflective Session and that information will be made available to you soon. Your 20 hours of service will culminate in submission of your signed timesheet by Wednesday, Dec. 5th. You should have visited the site approximately 10 times for 2 hours a time and if you finish your 20 hours, I strongly urge you to continue as you have made a commitment to the agency by signing up. 
Please remember that to marginalized populations, you represent privilege. They will view you with contempt and mistrust. But many of you possess the idealism of youth See yourself as willing to give back and taking with you the knowledge that in your face to face interactions, you become in touch with your own humanity as well as those of others. 
Assigned Readings: 
Traditional Learners: All of you should now be signed up for one of the following three panel discussions units, sexuality, gender, and education. You will read all the assigned articles from RCG and Men’s Lives. Those in the education unit panel discussion have a list of readings I selected based on their connection to education since there isn’t a specific unit. You are to submit your type written paper with the following format, name of article, author(s), 
a) What is the author(s) argument? 

b) What are the strengths of the article based on evidence you provide

c) What are the weaknesses of the article based on evidence you provide

d) What assumptions does the author(s) make? Again, with evidence

e) What was your overall opinion of this article(s)

Service Learners: All of you will have the opportunity to read two articles, one from RCG and one from ML for each of the three units, sexuality, gender, and education. You will do the same thing but only for two articles, not the entire chapters or assigned readings. Again, You are to submit your type written paper with the following format, name of article, author(s), 

f) What is the author(s) argument? 

g) What are the strengths of the article based on evidence you provide

h) What are the weaknesses of the article based on evidence you provide

i) What assumptions does the author(s) make? Again, with evidence

j) What was your overall opinion of this article(s)

k) Finally, for each article you must provide a discussion questions that may or may not be read to the class or the panel and discussed but you must still come up with a provocative question. 

