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Urban Sociology



Time & Place: TR 10:50-12:05 UNH 3316
SOCL340.01



Instructor: Dr. David Marple

Fall 2007




Office: UHA4317, e-mail: dmarple@yahoo.com
          




OFFICE HOURS: M 2-4 pm, TR 3-5 pm.

Objectives:  








· Investigate the historical, theoretical and (to a certain extent) the practical issues regarding place in the era of global urban society
· Develop an understanding of urban political economy as it is used by sociologists
· Develop an understanding of class, ethnicity & race to the new rules of the urban workplace

· Describe and explain the importance of economic, social, and cultural capital in global cities and their importance to new forms of urban community
REQUIRED Textbooks: 
Nancy Kleniewski. Cities, Change & Conflict: A Political Economy of Urban Life, (Third Edition). Thomson Wadsworth. 2006 (Abbreviated as NK)
Florida, Richard. The Rise of the Creative Class, Basic Books, 2002.  (Abbreviated as CC)
Recommended:
Abrahamson, Mark. Global Cities, Oxford, 2004.  ( Abbreviated as GC) 
(Please stay advised---Additional Reading & resources may be posted on ERES site)
Evaluation: 

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	YOUR POINTS
	GRADE PARAMETERS

	Midterm Examination
	250
	
	A=950-1000

	Final Examination
	300
	
	A-=900-949

	Assignments

	
	
	B+=870-899
B= 840-869

B-=800-839

	#1 Reflection on Place
	100
	
	C+=770-799

	#2Creative 

Class  Project
	250
	
	C=740-769

	Attendance, Discussion
	100
	
	C-=690-739
D=600-689

	
	
	
	F=599 and below

	Total
	1000
	
	


Also, I do not use extra credit in upper division (300-400) level courses. Further, extra credit given late in the semester generally does not lend to the learning objectives and too often simply leads to "grade padding" and mere credentialism.
It should be noted that in order to receive an incomplete grade you must have completed 80% of the work (BCLA rule).
Student Responsibilities

Students are expected to attend classes regularly, and to be on time. Students are encouraged to contribute in class discussions and respect the freedom of others to express their views. Students having problems with this class should consult with me. Students, who submit somebody else's (CLASSMATES, AUTHOR'S) work as their own; will receive a failing grade (see the policy on academic honesty/plagiarism in the LMU STYLE MANUAL). When you do use someone's work or idea, you are legally bound to cite them.
Schedule and Topics (and assigned readings)

Syllabus Disclaimer (this has quasi-legal implications--always read the small print!)

The Material included in this syllabus (including reading assignments, other assignments and their association with a particular date) is subject to change. You will be notified of such changes in class. You are responsible for knowing of any changes in the syllabus or course requirements, even if you are not present in class on the day they are announced.
	DATE
	TOPIC
	READINGS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	Aug 28
	Introduction to course
	NK, Chapter 1
CC, Prefaces & Chapter 1

	

	Aug 30
	"It may be space but it's really about place”
Why place is very important for urban life
	
	

	September 4
	Theoretical Paradigms in Urban Sociology
	NK, Chapter 2
GC, Chapter 1
	

	September 6
	
	
	

	September 11
	
	
	

	September 13
	
	
	Assignment #1 Due

	September 18
	Urban History: U.S. "The Development of an urban Society"
	NK, Chapter 3 (skim) & Chapter 4
	

	September 20
	
	
	

	September 25
	Urban History-U.S. "The Emergence of Suburbs and Metropolitan Areas"
	NK, Chapter 5
	

	September 27
	
	
	

	October 2
	
	
	

	October 4
	REVIEW
	
	

	October 9
	MIDTERM EXAM
	
	

	October 11
	Globalization
	NK, Chapter 6 & 7
	

	October 16
	
	CC, Chapters  2, 3, 4 


	

	October 18
	
	
	

	October 23
	NO CLASS 
	MID TERM 
	BREAK

	October 25
	Global Economy, Inequality, and
The Nature of Urban Work
	NK, Chapter 12
CC, Chapter 5, 6, 7, 9
GC, Chapters 2, 4, 5
	

	October 30
	
	
	

	November 1
	Place, Talent & Tolerance
	CC, Chapters 12, 13, 14, 15
	

	November 6
	Immigrants and Cities
	NK, Chapter 8, GC, Chapter 3
	

	November 8
	
	
	

	November 13
	Race and Cities
	NK, Chapter 9
	

	November 15
	
	
	

	November 20
	Social Class & Housing
	NK, Chapter 10
	

	November 22-3
	NO CLASS
	THANKSGIVING
	

	November 27
	
	
	

	November 29
	
	
	Assignment #2 Due

	December 4
	Correcting Urban Problems-Can we Plan?
	NK, Chapter 13 & Chapter 14

CC, Chapters 16 & 17
	

	December 6
	
	
	

	December  15
	Final Examination
	11:00-1:00
	


