MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL & CULTURAL SCIENCES
SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY & PROGRAMS
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Course Instructor: Raeshann D. Canady, MSW, JD
Course Information: Fall 2007; SOWJ 182, Section 1701; 3 Credits; Lalumiere Language Hall, Room 292; Tuesdays 5:45PM – 8:15PM. 
Office Hours: Please feel free to speak with me after class to schedule an appointment.  I can also be reached by cell at (414) xxx-xxxx or e-mail at xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@yahoo.com.
Course Text: 
Karger, H. J. & Stoesz, D.  (2006).  American Social Welfare Policy: A Pluralist Approach, 5th Edition.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Readings are from the required course text, unless otherwise indicated.  Assigned supplemental material will be distributed in class.  The course text is on four (4) hour reserve at the campus library.
Course Description:
This course explores the historical and economic influences in the development of social welfare policy, the policy-making process and the various professional roles for Social Workers.  The relationship between societal values and the formulation, implementation and evaluation of social welfare policies and programs is discussed and the description and analyses of contemporary social welfare policies and programs, both public and private, are examined.
Course Design:

This course utilizes a variety of teaching methods, including lecture, group work and discussion, guest speakers, videos, writing assignments, examinations and projects to optimize your learning experience.

Course Objectives:
1. To understand what social welfare policies and programs are.
2. To describe social welfare policies and programs within an historical context.

3. To describe the influence of politics, economics and social values in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of social policy decisions.

4. To explain key social welfare policies and programs related to civil rights, housing, poverty, social security, physical and mental health, child welfare and criminal justice.

Course Expectations:

1. All information presented in class assignments and/or class discussions is confidential.  When discussing past or current clients or personal experiences, please use pseudonyms and non-specific identifying information to ensure privacy.
2. Complete all reading assignments prior to the scheduled day of discussion in order to optimally contribute to the class discourse.  As you complete each reading assignment, it may helpful to ask yourself, “What was one specific thing I learned from that reading that will affect my way of thinking or my future social work practice?”
3. Weekly class attendance is strongly recommended and attendance will be factored into your final grade.  Poor class attendance will affect your final grade.  Even if you will be late, I strongly encourage you to attend.  
4. Weekly class participation is strongly recommended and participation will be factored into your final grade.  Poor class participation will affect your final grade.  Participation provides you with an opportunity to use your personal and professional experience to gain and add knowledge.  Be an active participant by listening and responding in a manner that is respectful to yourself and others.

5. All writing assignments are due at the beginning of the class period of its respective due date.  Two (2) points per day will be deducted from any late writing assignment.  Late writing assignments will be accepted electronically or via facsimile, but I cannot be responsible for ensuring safe delivery or acceptance by either method.
Policies and Procedures:

Information regarding Marquette University’s academic policies and procedures is available in the Student Handbook and Planner.  
Disability Accommodations:
If you need disability-related assistance or accommodations, please contact Student Educational Services (Alumni Memorial Union, Room 317, 414-288-3270).  If you already have your documentation, please speak with me after class to schedule an appointment for further discussion.
Grading Criteria:
1. Class attendance and participation – 15 Points
2. Writing Assignments – 60 Points
All writing assignments should be double spaced and formatted with 1” margins from the left, right, header and footer, and have a cover page with all subsequent pages numbered.  The font should be no smaller than 11 point and your font lettering should be legible and professional.  You will be graded on your grammar, punctuation and spelling.  All writing assignments should be generated using your own original thoughts.  If you refer to someone else’s thoughts or work, you must use appropriate citations.  Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 
A. “Policy In The Media” – 15 Points 

You are required to complete three (3) one to two (1-2) page papers that will assist you in keeping current with class readings, allow you to share your insights for class discussions and increase the frequency that you read the newspaper to explore policy issues.

The papers should be written from your own thoughts and responses to the class readings and the particular article read.

You must:

· Pick one concept from the readings of your assigned week that you find new or interesting and write a few paragraphs about your reactions to the concept.

· Read an article in the newspaper that relates to that concept and write a few comments about the article.  Be sure to correctly cite the article, including the name and date of the newspaper and title of the article.

During your assigned week, you will also be expected to show leadership in class discussions by asking questions, emphasizing concepts or terms that you think are important and pointing to areas of agreement or disagreement.

Due dates are according to the first initial of your last name.

A – E:
September 11, October 9, November 6

F – L:
September 18, October 16, November 13
M – N:
September 25, October 23, November 20

O – Z:
October 2, October 30, November 27

Each paper is worth five (5) points and will be graded by a √+, √ or √-.
B. Social Welfare Program Site Visit – 45 Points
What is it like to apply for assistance?  You are required to pair up with another student to visit a social welfare program site and learn about a specific program.  While at the site you should observe the process, talk with one of the providers and/or supervisors and obtain the application forms used at the site.  Any social welfare program is acceptable, including, but not limited to W-2, Food Share, Medicaid, WIC, GAMP, social security, Head Start, subsidized housing, job training, vocational rehabilitation and legal representation.

You must:

· Make an appointment to meet at the site where someone would apply for assistance.  

· Speak with a service provider and/or supervisor from the agency about how you would apply for assistance.

· Obtain all the necessary forms needed to apply and hand in these forms and directions with your paper.  
· Complete a four to six (4-6) page paper describing your experience.  Your individual paper should include:

· The name of the specific program.

· Description of your thoughts, attitudes and feelings about the specific program selected and the population you believe the program is intended to serve, including stereotypes and prejudices.

· Description of your experience during the site visit, including the name and address of the agency you visited, date and length of the site visit, name and title of the person you spoke with, observations and interactions you had and others’ reactions to you, if any.

· Description of your thoughts and feelings after the site visit, including what you may have learned about the specific program and/or the population served.

· Any suggested improvements you have regarding the implementation of the specific program.

Due Date is November 13, 2007.

3. Examinations – 50 Points
A. Midterm – 25 Points
Twenty-five (25) multiple choice and/or short answer questions that cover chapters 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 & 16.

Midterm Date is October 23, 2007.
B. Final – 25 Points
Twenty-five (25) multiple choice and/or short answer questions that cover chapters 5, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 17.

Final Date is December 4, 2007.
Grading Scale:
A
= 125 - 115
 
AB
= 114 - 109


 
B
= 108 - 98



BC
= 97 - 92
C
= 91 – 81
CD
= 80 – 75

D
= 74 – 64

F
= 63 or ↓
Required Readings:
August 28
· None
· Course Introduction
SOCIAL POLICY AND THE AMERICAN WELFARE STATE

September 4

· Pp. 1-6, 11-22; Chapters 6 & 7


September 11
· Chapter 3
September 18
· Chapter 8 
September 25
· None

· Guest Speaker: Representative Tamara Grigsby
DISCRIMINATION IN AMERICAN SOCIETY

October 2
· Chapter 4



October 9
· Chapter 16
POVERTY

October 16
· Chapters 5 & 11; Pp. 443-454

October 23
· Finish discussion of chapters 5 & 11 and Pp. 443-454
· Midterm Examination
SOCIAL INSURANCE

October 30
· Chapter 10
HEALTH CARE

November 6
· Chapter 12
MENTAL HEALTH

November 13
· Chapter 13
CHILD WELFARE

November 20

· Chapter 15
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

November 27

· Chapter 14
· Guest Speaker: Ozaukee County District Attorney Sandy Williams
December 4

· None
· Final Examination

Syllabus Revisions:

This syllabus may be revised at any time.
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