Spanish 357

Central American Culture

 Professor:
Dr. Irene B. Hodgson

There will be guest speakers in Cincinnati and Nicaragua. 

Office:

Schott 112

745-3541 (o); 281-3158 (h)


E-mail:

hodgson@xu.edu

Texts:
Nicaragua in Focus, Hazel Plunkett, In Focus Guides,       2002.







Walker, Thomas. Nicaragua: Living in the Shadow of the Eagle, Westview, 2003.

one or more additional texts TBA

handouts

Objectives:

This course is designed for students on the Nicaragua Service Learning Semester (there will also be course in Spanish language, theology and service learning). Starting from the belief that culture is better understood in relation to the historical, sociopolitical, economic, and religious context, this course  will provide an introduction to these major topics as well as to the art, music and literature of the Central American region (focusing primarily on Nicaragua and El Salvador). It is also designed to help students integrate all aspects of their experience during the semester. Two major focii within this will be to examine the role of the Church ((in conjunction with your theology class) and the United States' influence and actions in the area. This will be done from the perspective of different groups in the U.S. and Central America. We will discuss both positive and negative aspects of the U.S. relationship with Central America and the issues (political, economic, ethical, moral)involved. We will also discuss what we as individuals might do to ensure that, in this new century, the attitudes, policies and actions of our country might be more coherent and responsible. This course would count for the Latin American Studies minor and an E/R&S elective. Since it will be taught in English, in its present form, it does not count for a Spanish major or minor.

Responsibilities of Students:
(1)
Attend and participate in all classes and attend all speakers–in Cincinnati and in Nicaragua.

(2)
Prepare all reading and written assignments for the scheduled dates.





(3)
Turn in written assignments and exams at the scheduled times.

Course organization and schedule:
January in Cincinnati: Students will be asked to read Nicaragua in Focus over Christmas vacation and come back prepared to discuss this text. Classes during the orientation period (first two weeks of the semester before students travel to Nicaragua) will provide an overview of Central America with a focus on Nicaragua’s history, politics, and culture. Students will view and discuss videos such as the 1985 PBS series “Crisis in Central America” and feature films about and from Nicaragua (Under Fire, Latino). 

Once in Nicaragua, the students will have class sessions, further reading and written assignments and will attend speakers on designated topics (religion, politics, economics, etc.) These talks will be arranged by Fr. Joe Mulligan and/or Dr. Hodgson/Chris Ortman (the Xavier trip leaders). There will be speakers representing a variety of political opinions and religious groups. Class time will be divided between informal lecture, discussion, watching additional videos with discussion questions, listening to music with the lyrics and a study guide/question sheet. Other assignments may encourage conversation with their Nicaraguan families and other people they meet.

In March, prior to their projected trip to El Salvador, students will do readings on El Salvador and watch videos, including the PBS episode on El Salvador, La Lucha (a documentary about the Salvadoran church), documentary videos on the Salvadoran martyrs, Oliver Stone’s Salvador, Romero. Each film will have a viewing guide with discussion questions. There also will be discussion questions which will require students to relate what they experience on their trip to the readings which are to be answered during and/or after the trip. 
Each student will contribute to a group diary summarizing  readings, speakers, discussion as well as the student’s personal reaction. Two students will write each separate diary entries for each day during thw longer trips and each week that we are in Managua.

Each student will be required to do a joint paper for this class and their theology class, relating to Monseñor Romero, Fr. Rutlio Grande or the Jesuit martyrs at the UCA. Due date and scope to be determined. S/he will receive two separate grades for the paper: one assessing the theology involved, another assessing the presentation and understanding of the historical, sociopolitical, religious and cultural context.

Each student will choose a topic for their final paper in January and will be expected to collect a number of significant newspaper articles representing a variety of views on the topic (politics, economics, music, film, theater, art, etc.)  and conduct interviews with appropriate people on their topic for a final paper and presentation. (Dr. Tim White will discuss the participant observer method.) Although topics will be chosen in January, they may be modified through consultation with the instructor. There will be consultation throughout on the scope, outline, thesis, etc. 

The final exam will require students to integrate everything they have learned in a detailed analysis of a film, a song, a piece of literature not previously discussed.
Evaluation: 
Group diary, reactions,

 topic-related assignments
 
20%

Joint paper with theology class

20%

Interview with family–oral and written
15%

Final paper and presentation


20%

Final exam




25%



Schedule (subject to change):

week 1 (Cincinnati):
Introduction to the course

Speaker : Dr. Julia O’Hara, Latin American historian

Films:
Under Fire

PBS: Crisis in Central America
week 2 (Cincinnati): 

Films: Central American Peace Concert
Latino
In the Time of the Butterflies


week 3: (1 in Nicaragua):
Plunkett book 

Film: PBS Crisis in Central America: Nicaragua
week 4: (2): Nicaragua: Film: La insurrección

week 5: (3): Nicaragua: Film: Central American Peace Concert
week 6: (4): Nicaragua: Music: Misa campesina 

week 7: (5): Nicaragua::Literature: Darío, Cardenal, Ramírez

week 8: (6): El Salvador:
Film: PBS Crisis in Central America: El Salvador
week 9: (7): El Salvador:
Film: La Lucha 

week 10: (8) El Salvador
Film: Question of Conscience
week 11: (9): In El Salvador?

week 12: (10): El Salvador–group diary entry due March 31; joint paper due April 2

week 13: (11): Atlantic Coast; group diary entry/reactions due April 11

week 14: (12):Written interview with family due April 16; oral presentations; 

week 15: (13): Work on papers–no class

week 16: (Cincinnati): Final paper due April 29; presentations April 30 and May 1

week 17: Final Exam

