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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Spanish 353

Fall 2003

Introduction to Latin American Studies

Professor:

Dr. Irene B. Hodgson




There will also be guest speakers.

Office:

Schott 808




745-3541


Office hours:
W 9:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment
Class Meetings:
Tuesday, 4:00-6:30 p.m., 3rd flr. Commons

Texts:


Chasteen, John Charles. Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America (W.W. Norton, 2001).




Cooper, Marc, Pinochet and Me

Objectives:


This course is the introductory/core course for the Latin American Studies minor. It will provide an introduction to major topics (history and politics, economics, art and music, literature, the church) and regions (Mexico and the Caribbean, the Andean nations, the Southern Cone and Central America) of Latin America. A major focus will be to examine the United States' influence and actions in the area from the perspectives of different groups in the U.S. and Latin America. We will discuss both positive and negative aspects of the U.S. relationship with Latin America and the issues (political, economic, ethical, moral) this raises. We will also discuss what we as individuals in our respective fields might do to ensure that, in this 21st century, as a nation our attitudes, policies and actions might be more coherent and responsible. This course is a requirement for the Latin American Studies minor. It is also listed as a Peace Studies course and fulfills the E/R&S requirement. In its present form, it does not count for a Spanish major or minor.

Responsibilities of Students:
(1)
Attend and participate in all classes.

(2)
Attend at least one cultural event related to Latin America and write a reaction paper. 


(3)
Prepare all reading and written assignments before class.


(4)
Turn in written assignments and exams at the scheduled times.

Course organization:


We will read Chasteen’s book first so that we all have some basic background on Latin American history for our study. We will then study one country together as a model for how to acquire information sufficient to understand and contextualize the current events, art, music and literature of any given country. Chile has been selected because of the professor’s work with that country and because September 11, 2003 marks the 30th anniversary of the military coup that brought General Augusto Pinochet into power.


The members of the class will be divided into groups and each group will study a different country in depth as described below.

Each class meeting will be divided between lecture and discussion. Students will be expected to come to class having made notes on the main points of the readings.

More specific assignments are as follows:


(1) Each student will contribute to a class web diary (using Blackboard) summarizing notes on the week’s readings, class notes including any speaker(s) we might have, as well as personal reaction—at least through mid-term. Normally three students will contribute to each week’s entry (two will each summarize a chapter from the Chasteen text plus any additional readings, the other will summarize class notes, including any speakers as assigned. Each will include a brief personal reaction.) Each student will be expected to do at least one summary. Entries on the readings should be posted before the class in which discussion occurs so that students may print them out and bring them to class and add notes from the class discussion. Class notes should be submitted prior to the next class. 


(2) Each student will complete assignments related to the country (Chile) we will study together.

          (3) Each student will complete a country assignment working with a group which will include individual as well as group written and oral assignments. More information will be given on this assignment at a later date, but it will involve studying in more depth a specific country. This will include following the news from that country, watching both a documentary and a feature film as well as reading a book on the country and doing the research necessary to understand/ explain and contextualize the film/book as well as sharing that information with the class (and VOS as possible) orally and on the web as a group resource for further study of Latin America. The countries chosen represent the Southern Cone (Argentina), the Caribbean (Cuba) and Central America (Guatemala). They also represent “hot spots”: Argentina recently had an economic meltdown and a succession of presidents, Cuba has survived 40 years of a U.S. embargo, and Guatemala is facing elections in November with a former dictator as one of the candidates. The availability of similar kinds of materials for each—book with the perspective of someone from the U.S. learning about the country, documentary and feature films—was also a criteria in the selection of these countries.


(4) Each student will also be required to attend at least one cultural event related to Latin America, to discuss it in class and to write a reaction paper on the event(s) attended and submit it via Blackboard within a week of the event, following the guidelines on a separate handout.  Students are encouraged to attend additional events on Latin America on campus and in the community, but attendance at least one is required.


There will also be two take-home exams which are intended to help students integrate and apply class material due as indicated below.


All written work is to be submitted (via Blackboard preferably) by the due date to receive full credit. Additional information on assignments will be given in class and posted on Blackboard. Most handouts will also be posted on Blackboard.

Speakers/Discussants: 


Professors from the academic areas included (or potentially included) in the Latin American Studies minor (such as History, Political Science, Theology and Spanish) will be invited to discuss their approaches to Latin America and the courses offered in their area relating to Latin America. They will also participate in the discussions of the readings assigned for that week. There will also be speakers on specific countries or regions. Specific dates for speakers will be announced in class.

Evaluation:
 
Class participation




20%





Class notes, reactions


 
10%




Chile related assignments



15%




Country-related assignments









-written work




15%





-oral presentation



10%

2 take-home exams



Exam I




15%


Exam II




10%


Cultural event reaction paper


 5%




Additional activities for extra points might include:


Book review/reaction paper 






2nd cultural event reaction paper






2nd movie reaction paper








Special report


  


(Additional activities may not substitute for the assigned work.)


Teaching philosophy: This syllabus is a plan for organizing our work in this course, but time allotted and methodologies used for specific readings and related activities will be somewhat flexible based on the student interest perceived. It is not always possible to calculate how long a specific topic will take with a specific group. Because of this, the syllabus is subject to change based on what happens in class and certain outside factors, and some assignments will be announced in class. The professor will give each student and assignment individual attention. She will return assignments quickly as possible and still give them the desired individual attention. She may ask students to come to her office to go over certain assignments individually because of the nature of the errors or of the assignment. Assignments which are not at an acceptable level may be corrected and resubmitted.


The professor is often available in her office outside announced office hours and you may drop by to see if she is free or call for an appointment. All students should come in for a conference the week of midterms to discuss their work through mid-term.

Tentative Class Schedule:

Subject to change based on availability of speakers and interest/discussion on particular topics. Schedule changes will be announced in class. Additional readings will be assigned in class.

August
26
Introduction to the course and methodology: videos "It's All True" and “Saludos, Amigos.” 

September
 2
Chasteen, Ch.1: First Stop, the Present, pp. 11-27; Ch.2: Encounter, pp. 28-61. FINISH “IT’S ALL TRUE.”

9
Chasteen, Ch.3: Colonial Crucible, pp. 62-91; Ch 4: Independence, pp. 93-117. SHOW “MISSING.”



16
Chasteen, Ch. 5: Postcolonial Blues, pp. 118-147; Ch. 6: Progress, pp. 148-177.  SLIDES OF ARPILLERAS



23
Read Pinochet and Me. 




SLIDES OF CHILE

30
Chasteen, Ch. 7: Neocolonialism, pp. 178-211; Ch. 8: Nationalism, pp. 212-243.

October
  7
Chasteen, Ch. 9: Revolution, pp. 244-273; Ch. 10: Reaction, pp. 274-305.


 
14
Chasteen, Ch. 11: Neoliberalism, pp. 306-321.




Midterm exam and final writing assignment on Chile due.           





21
Read first half of country-specific book. Feature film 1 and discussion.



28
Read second-half of country-specific book. Feature film 2 and discussion.

November
  4
Feature film 3 and discussion.



11
Each group watches their documentary and discusses.



18
Intermediate country-related assignments due.



25
Presentations

December
  2
Presentations

December
 9
Presentations



16
Final class meeting




Presentations/discussion




Evaluations




Second take-home exam and final country-related assignment due.


