ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
PHILOSOPHY 247

SPRING 2007

Prof. Shelby Weitzel

Office: Smith 516

Phone: x3454

Email: sweitzel@holycross.edu
Meeting Times: Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-1:45 p.m.

Meeting Place: Stein 132

Office Hours:  Mondays 4:30-6:00 p.m.



 Thursdays  2:00-4:00 p.m.  and by appointment
Why Study Environmental Ethics?


Traditional Western philosophical ethical theories tend to be anthropocentric. In these views, only human beings matter in their own right, with everyone and everything else being valuable only with respect to human desire and interest.  By contrast, environmental ethicists tend to challenge the anthropocentrism of mainstream theory. They question whether humans are actually superior to other species, and they consider whether the environment has moral value in its own right.  For instance, it is wrong to pollute and to consume so much of the planet's natural resources. Is it because a sustainable environment is necessary for human well-being, now and into the future? Or is it because the environment and/or its subparts have value that ought to be respected and protected regardless of the impact on humans? 

In this course, we will consider a number of the issues investigated by environmental ethicists. Some will be fairly specific, e.g. factory farming, but most will be more global.  Ultimately all the questions we ask will trace back to abstract questions concerning the value and moral standing of the natural environment and its nonhuman components.  I believe this is worthy for a number of reasons. For instance, our behavior has an impact on the environment; reflecting on this better enables us to make good choices about what kind of people we want to be.

By the end of the course, you may find that none of your basic values have changed. What will have changed is the depth of your understanding about why you have those values-not in terms of moral psychology (your upbringing, etc.) but in terms of the reasons why those values are worth endorsing.  By contrast, some people experience a major shift in their belief system. Either way, what takes place this semester is not meant to be the end of the story. The purpose of this course is to provide you with the conceptual tools and a forum within which to begin what will be a lifetime pursuit for reflective people.
Course Goals

I would like very much for this to be a personally fulfilling course for you. However, it is neither desirable nor feasible for me to grade you on what you believe, or how much you take the material to heart.  It is undesirable because I want you to think for yourselves, not to adopt my beliefs. It is infeasible because I cannot see into your hearts and minds. Instead, your grade will be based on the extent to which you show me that you have attained the following two goals:

1) Gaining a better understanding of the major theories in environmental ethics found in Western philosophy today. To meet this goal, you need to demonstrate that you understand what the arguments and theories are; there is no agenda as to which, if any, is the right one. (This is not because they can all be correct, but because that is for you to decide for yourself, not for me to tell you.) Class discussion, exams, and papers are all opportunities to demonstrate your understanding of the material.

2) Improving your analytical skills.  Contrary to popular thought, philosophy is not about highly subjective, personal “opinions.” It is a discipline.  In the Anglo-American tradition, it is a highly technical discipline.  To meet this goal, you are going to have to learn skills such as drawing subtle distinctions and uncovering assumptions in order to critically evaluate complex arguments.  For most people, this is the harder task.

Required Texts:

1) Donald VanDeVeer and Christine Pierce, The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book, 3rd edition

2) Deane Curtin, Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World
3) Readings on Blackboard

Course Requirements:
Class participation/attendance
10%
Two extracurricular activities

10%
First paper (3-5 pages)

15%

Feb 8 

Midterm



20%

March 1 

Second paper (7-9 pages)

25%

April 17 

Final Exam (cumulative)

20%

TBA

What follows is a tentative schedule of readings for the semester. I reserve the right to alter assignments according to current events and student interests. Also, if I sense that students are not coming to class prepared to discuss the reading, I will give pop quizzes.
Thu, Jan 18
Introduction, pp. xvii-xxv

Prologue, pp. xxvii-xxx

An Introduction to Ethical Theory, pp. 1-15

Tue, Jan 23
Influential theories, pp. 16-42
Wed, Jan 24
Kimball Film Series:  Fast Food Nation
Thu, Jan 25
Religion and Culture, pp. 43-72


Film discussion

Types of Environmental Ethics

Tue, Jan 30
The Other Animals, Preview, pp. 114-122

Singer, Animal Liberation, pp. 135-142

Regan, The Case for Animal Rights, pp. 143-149


VanDeVeer, Interspecific Justice, pp. 150-163
Thu, Feb 1
Scully, excerpts from Dominion  (on Blackboard)
Tue, Feb 6

Wilson, The Little Things That Run the World, pp. 169-172



The Broader Biotic Community, Preview, pp. 174-183




Goodpaster, On Being Morally Considerable, pp. 183-189




Stone, Should Trees Have Standing?…, pp. 189-201

Thu, Feb 8


***First Paper is Due at the Beginning of Class***



Taylor, The Ethics of Respect for Nature, pp. 201-215




(in class, film clips from Grizzly Man)

Tue, Feb 13
Leopold, The Land Ethic, pp. 215-224




Callicott, The Conceptual Foundations…, pp. 224-238

Thu, Feb 15
Deep Ecology, Preview, pp. 259-263



Devall and Sessions, pp. 263-268



Naess, Self-Realization…, pp. 268-273

Sun, Feb 18
Film: Baraka
Tue, Feb 20
Bookchin, Will Ecology Become “The Dismal Science?” pp. 273-277



Sidelight, Do What’s Natural, You Say? pp. 277-279
Thu, Feb 22
Ecofeminism, Preview, pp. 279-281


Warren, The Power and Promise of Ecological Feminism, pp. 282-296



Shiva, Development, Ecology, and Women, pp. 296-302

Tue, Feb 27

Gaard, The Whale Hunt (on Blackboard)



Davion, How Feminist is Ecofeminism?, pp. 303-310 

Thu, Mar 1
Midterm
Spring Break  March 2-11

Tue, Mar 13
Curtin, Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World, Cpts. 1-3
Population and Future Generations

Thu, Mar 15
Human Population and Pressure on “Resources”, Preview, pp. 389-397



Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of Population, pp. 397-401



Sidelight, If Earth Could Speak, pp. 401-402


Hardin, Lifeboat Ethics, pp. 402-408




Simon, Can the Supply of Natural Resources…”, pp. 408-413

Tue, Mar 20
Dasgupta, Population, Poverty and the Local Environment, pp. 414-419




Curtin, …a Postcolonial World, Cpts. 4-5

Thu, Mar 22
Future Generations and Sustainability, Preview, pp. 419-427



Partridge, Future Generations, pp. 428-436



Sidelight, The Nuclear Train to the Future, pp. 436-437



Solow, Sustainability: An Economist’s Perspective, pp. 438-443



Goodin, Sustainability, pp. 444-450
Corporate Responsibility

Sun, Mar 25
Film: In the Light of Reverence
Tue, Mar 27
Preview, pp. 546-549



Grossman, Environmental Racism, pp. 550-554




Daly, Consumption and the Environment, pp. 555-556



Camacho, Consumption as a Theme in the N.-S. Dialogue, pp. 556-558
Thu, Mar 29
Curtin, …a Postcolonial World, Cpts. 6-7
Tue, Apr 3


ENVS activity-- concert
Easter Break Thursday 5 thru Monday April 9

Tue, Apr 10

Newton, The Chainsaws of Greed, pp. 559-570




Stone, Why Shouldn’t Corporations Be Socially Responsible? pp. 571-574




Sagoff, “I Am No Greenpeacer, But…”, pp. 575-587 
Thu, Apr 12
(Anticipated absence)
Tue, Apr 17
Guest Speaker: Gwen Stauffer, Executive Director of the New England Wildflower Society (NEWFS)



***Second Paper is Due at the Beginning of Class***
Activism and Ecotage

Thu, Apr 19
Varieties of Activism, Preview, pp. 625-628


Foreman, Strategic Monkeywrenching, pp. 628-632



Scarce, The Sea Shepherds: Bringing Justice, pp. 632-634
Sun, Apr 22
Film, Butterfly

Tue, Apr 24
Shrader-Frechete, An Apologia for Activism, pp. 634-643

Discussion of the film and what it means to be an activist
Thu, Apr 26
Curtin, … a Postcolonial World, Cpts. 8-9
Tue, May 1
Claxton, Involuntary Simplicity…, pp. 643-648



Sidelight, A Resistance Movement of One’s Own, pp. 648-649
Final Exam TBA
