December 16, 2005

Dear Colleagues,

Below is a draft of an instrument for an undergraduate survey of students at the 28 Jesuit colleges and universities. As it is now envisioned, it would serve as “supplemental items” to the UCLA Higher Education Research Institute’s “College Student Survey.” We are hoping to find some schools that would help us “pilot” this in spring semester. If interested, please contact me!
At the October 2002 Loyola Chicago conference on justice in Jesuit higher education, the national steering committee was given a charge to create a quantitative assessment instrument.  The following instrument was created in response to that charge.  While the origins for this work are in a small group of people* who have been working especially in the area of justice education, it is meant to be an opportunity to explore how the Jesuit mission and identity are being advanced at each of our institutions.  We hope to have this draft shared with many different groups within the AJCU world, and thus make the instrument a strong one, that will help each of our institutions do useful assessment work around mission and identity. It is not meant to be used comparatively.

Please feel encouraged to share ideas with us.  On behalf of the data team, I look forward to your input.

Peace,
Kathleen Maas Weigert, Ph.D.

Executive Director, Center for Social Justice

Research Professor, Sociology & Anthropology and Program on Justice & Peace

Georgetown University

(kmw22@georgetown.edu; 202-687-2859)
*Other Members of the team (at varying points!), alphabetically listed:

Mark Falbo, JCU

Marilyn Fernandez, SCU

Sharon Homan, SLU

Mike Malec, BC

Dave McMenamin, BC

Joe Pettit, GU (retired)
Nick Santilli, JCU
Association of Jesuit College and Universities Supplemental Questions DRAFT 12/16/05
You have attended a Jesuit college or university. Please help us understand what that means to you by responding to the following items.

On the last page of this College Student Survey, there are response ovals or bubbles for questions specifically designed by your college or university.  For the following, please fill in the oval that best represents the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements.  

A = agree strongly; B = agree somewhat; C = disagree somewhat; 
D = disagree strongly
(Note to reviewers:  The following numbers would be revised once the special CSS instrument is designed.)
41) I would like to have an opportunity (or more opportunities) to meet and talk with Jesuits.

42) I do not really know what it means to say this is a “Jesuit” college/ university.

43) Most faculty here never talk about this being a “Jesuit” college/ university.

44) I know what it means to say this is a “Catholic” college/university.

45) I would like there to be more opportunities to learn what it means to say this is a “Jesuit” college/university.

46) I can describe, in my own words, the mission of this college/ university.

47)  It doesn’t matter to me personally that this is a “Catholic” college/ university.
48) It really matters to me personally that this is a “Jesuit” college/ university.

In YOUR own list of the most important goals for your undergraduate college, what degree of importance would YOU attach to each of the following?  
For each of the following goals, please indicate how important it is to you personally:  A = very important, B = important, C = somewhat important, D = not at all important, E = can’t rate/no experience 

49) Develop critical thinking

50) Encourage the search for meaning/purpose of life

51) Encourage socially just actions

52) Enhance vocational discernment

53) Enhance students' self-understanding

54) Enhance students understanding of the Catholic intellectual tradition

55) Enhance understanding of diverse cultures

56) Foster a sense of community on campus

57) Foster moral/ethnical actions

58) Help students acquire discipline-related knowledge

59) Instill a basic appreciation of the liberal arts

60) Instill a commitment to community service, citizenship, and leadership

61) Prepare students for active engagement in their faith traditions

62) Prepare students for employment after college

63) Prepare students for graduate or advanced education

64) Provide opportunities for regular communal worship

65) Sponsor research to meet social needs

66) Support mentoring relationships with students

67) Support students' spiritual development

68) Support undergraduate research

The following activities are typically offered at Jesuit colleges and universities.   For each activity, please indicate how important it has 
been to your personal development.  

For each of the following activities, please indicate how important it is to you personally.  A = very important, B = important, C = somewhat important, D = not at all important, E = can’t rate/no experience 

69) Direct service opportunities in your local area (e.g., tutoring, working with homeless people, etc.)

70) Study abroad (semester/quarter or longer)

71) Study abroad with focus on community service/community-based learning

72) Immersion experience in a foreign country (e.g., a one-week program of meetings with disadvantaged groups and resource people working for justice, etc.)

73) Immersion experience in USA

74) Retreats

75) Lived in a residence off campus or dorm on campus dedicated to service and action for poor people

76) Alternative spring break trips (e.g., Appalachia)

77) Group membership in groups such as Amnesty International, etc.

78) Lilly Endowment-funded programs (e.g. vocational choice)

79) Trip to the “School of the Americas”

80) Religious services 
81) faith-sharing or prayer groups 
Compared with when you started at this college, how would you describe your ability or awareness in each of the following areas.  

For each educational outcome, please indicate the impact the experiences at the college or university had on you personally: A = very much, 
B = quite a bit, C = some, D = very little, E = can’t rate/no experience
82) Increased your efforts to help others in need 
83) Ability to lead by example

84) Increased your awareness of the relationship between global and local issues

85) Increased your ability to work to further social justice

86) Helped define your own values and beliefs

87) Helped you learn to demonstrate respect for others’ differences

88) Increased your ability to work toward a more inclusive community

89) Ability to look critically at society and its institutions

90) Ability to make ethical decisions in personal situations

91) Ability to make ethical decisions in professional situations

92) Understanding of what it means to be men and women for others

93) Ability to making connections between your intellectual and spiritual life

94) Understanding the mission of your college or university
The following open-ended questions could be asked in a web-based instrument.

95) In describing this college/ university as a “Catholic” university, what are your top three words or phrases?

a)                                             

b)

c) 

96) In describing this college/university as a “Jesuit” university, what are your top three words or phrases?

a)

b)

c)
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