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A small group of faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences of Xavier University is currently working on developing an Africana Studies concentration for the Gender and Diversity Studies Minor. The work has been encouraged by the Dean of the College and by the University’s Vice Provost for Diversity.  
For the Jesuit Conference, two members of the group will make brief presentations to stimulate discussion.  Dr. Jerry Cline-Bailey, Associate Professor of English, will show how Xavier University's Academic Service Learning Semester in Ghana contributes to a furthering of Jesuit ideals.  He will explore the ways in which this experience, which he led in Spring 2005, can contribute to an Africana Studies Program.  Marie Giblin, Associate Professor of Theology, will discuss the need for follow-up courses and other means to assist students in their transition back to the United States.
The working draft of a mission statement of the Africana Studies Concentration reads:

Africana Studies critically examines the experiences and contributions of African peoples and people of African descent in the diasporas across the globe.  Interdisciplinary in approach, kaleidoscopic in perspective, and broad in scope, the minor explores the multi-faceted dimensions of African traditions, customs, and practices and their intersections with the wider world-at-large.

This program permits students to study and critically analyze the panoramic nature of the African experience and provides essential preparation for entry into a wide array of professional and graduate fields of study.  User-friendly in its composition, the program is accessible to all students on Xavier University’s campus.

We are convinced that an Africana Studies Program fits very well the Jesuit mission of educating men and women for others.  Education about African peoples and people of African ancestry will enable students to confront some of the most grievous injustices in the modern world: racism, poverty, inadequate access to good health and healthcare, environmental destruction, and cultural denigration.  The program will also open students’ eyes to a broader horizon that will illuminate the agency and struggles of African peoples (on the continent and in the diasporas) as constructive responses to the multiple challenges to African well-being and flourishing.
 Xavier’s particular mission is one of preparing men and women for lives of solidarity, service, and success.  Solidarity—the recognition of human interdependence and mutuality—is essential if service is to be respectful and empowering for others.  Efforts to build human solidarity without confronting racism and white privilege in modern society will be foolhardy.  The Africana Studies minor will make a real contribution in multiplying opportunities for all students to examine these issues.
The academic content of the concentration can be positively affected by two significant developments in pedagogy that are slowly gaining ground at Xavier:

1) Community-based learning or service learning: there is growing understanding of the power of active engagement to achieve educational transformation that is deep, lasting, and life-changing;

2) The Provost Model: an effort to use all divisions at the university to supplement and reinforce learning.  The approach seeks to enlist not just extra-curricular lectures and library services but also the various divisions -- student life, information technologies, mission and ministry, university relations-- more directly into the task of education.  Two examples: 
· With instigation from the Africana Studies faculty, Residence Life could sponsor dorm viewings and discussions of African and African-American films; 
· University efforts to build links with the local neighborhood communities (including African-American, Latino, and low-income white populations) can be coordinated with courses that examine race, gender, class and nationality issues and empowerment strategies.   
Active use of both of these approaches could help to make the Africana Studies concentration a dynamic and creative program that will have significant impact on the student body even beyond those who choose this concentration.  Because Xavier University has such a strong core curriculum, it will be possible for students to take Africana courses which will satisfy other core requirements.  For example, African or African-American history, theology, and literature courses can partially fulfill these requirements.  Building the number of Africana courses within various departments will have a positive effect on the whole curriculum, bringing the issues of race and marginalization more into focus for Xavier students.  At the same time it will open up to them the riches of African and African-American history, art, religion, and culture through courses available to all students.

