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In Justice:  A Global Adventure, Walter Burghardt, S.J., talks about “Justice Globalized,” asserting, “Globalization by its very nature involves cultures” (Orbis  Books 2004: 144).  As “the molders of their community’s culture,” men and women have a “duty of building a better world based on truth and justice” (149). How might we think about creating opportunities for students and faculty in our colleges and universities to explore the relationships between culture and justice in this newly globalizing world of ours?  The two authors have been working with Woodstock members and a group of faculty and administrators at Georgetown on one such idea.

The genesis of the idea comes from the similarities of the vision/mission of the Woodstock Theology Center and the Center for Social Justice Research, Teaching and Service. Woodstock has been working with members of Jesuit social research and action centers in 23 countries, utilizing a narrative methodology of involvement of key stakeholders in community settings, in an attempt at “communal cultural discernment” as part of a strategy for “creating sustainable development alternatives from below.”  The Center for Social Justice has, at the same time, been supporting community-based work in the District of Columbia, along with various international immersion experiences for faculty, staff and administrators, on the one hand, and students on the other, in the work to “advance justice and the common good.”  

What the authors would like to do is build on the vision/mission and pedagogical similarities of the two centers by collaborating with others at Georgetown and other Jesuit schools to learn more about the Woodstock efforts and eventually to have participants meet with the colleagues from the social research and action centers and local communities. A listening-learning mode by all, we believe, will deepen the understanding of the links between culture and economy in the globalizing world, advance collaboration among different Jesuit ministries, and ultimately contribute to a more just, humane society.

The session would focus on the challenges, resources, and next steps in the development of this project and seek advice and potential collaborators.

We ask participants in this session (Conference Panel #36) to help us think about a possible ‘pilot project’ in the next year along these lines:

Several faculty and students from Jesuit colleges and universities travel to and meet with members of one of the Jesuit social research and action centers and their colleagues in India, Latin America or Africa:
a.  to learn more about the narrative methodology pioneered by Woodstock


in collaboration with the Jesuit social research and action centers and 
about the characteristic ways in which the narrative methodology 
embodies the Jesuit way of proceeding;
b.  to deepen their knowledge of culture, socio-economic issues and justice 
challenges in a particular setting;

c.  to explore possible ways for faculty and students might join in this on-going 

work in future trips (e.g., faculty and/or student research projects); 

d.  to discuss possible partnerships between Jesuit colleges and universities


with Jesuit social research and action centers; and
e.  to envision ways in which this methodology and framework might be useful


to the American Jesuit colleges and universities as they partner with


the local communities.

The issues we would like advice on:

a.  what other knowledge would people need to know to make this compelling as 


a pilot?

b.  how would we invite potential participants?


c.  how might the pilot be funded (and what are the implications for longer term



involvement)?


d.  what kind of assessment would help to move beyond a ‘pilot’?
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