Chairs Meeting September 11 2003

· Reports.  
· New and old Chairs introduced themselves.  
· Jim Buckley informed Chairs that the President’s State of the University talk would be made available -- and that the Report on 2002 – 2003 progress on the Strategic Plan was posted on the academic affairs website.  
· Amanda Thomas reported on the new graduate building in Columbia and the Clinic in Belvedere square. 
· Paul Lukacs reported on the positive results English had using Turnitin to monitor plagiarism, and invited other Departments to join English is re-subscribing the service for 03 04.
· Publications Table.  Jim asked Chairs to discuss time-efficient ways of gathering data on publications, using a table he distributed.  Jim said that the table would help us respond to MICUA’s request for publishing data – and, more importantly, would give us data on the different publishing practices of different areas of the College (e.g., some departments value articles over books and some do not).  Some Chairs were skeptical of gathering the data; others had questions about the categories of data sought (e.g., what is it to “edit” a journal?).  Jim agreed that the data does not help us with evaluating the quality of publications but also proposed that it could help us understand the publication practices of different areas of the College.  He asked that Chairs experiment with non-time consuming ways of gathering the data – and that we assess the usefulness of the data after we have gathered it for some period.  
· Departmental Medals.  The Chairs had a 20 minute discuss of the standards for awarding departmental undergraduate student medals.  Departments have different practices for awarding medals.  Jim will talk with Ilona McGuiness about developing a different description of the standards for awarding medals in the undergraduate –Catalogue-.  The issue will be brought back to Chairs.

