Chairs Meeting November 11 2004 Summary

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jim passed out the presentation on the new sophomore year initiative (“Crossroads”) given to the Academic Senate by Michele Murray and Leonard Brown.  Noting that most departments already have a spring even for old and new majors, he asked all departments to do so as part of a plan for helping sophomores intelligently choose their majors.  He promised to bring Crossroads back to Chairs when it develops plans involving faculty.

Since undergraduate registration will conclude today, Jim asked Chairs to hand in their single-course affiliate faculty for the spring 2005 to Lee Ann Vasil and Deb Dengler.   He also said that he and Amanda and Suzanne would be contacting departments about low enrolled courses after Thanksgiving.

DISCUSSION: HONOR CODE
Rick Satterlee gave a report on Honor Council cases and sanctions for AY 2003 – 2004.  He highlighted two difficulties for the Honor Council: belatedly reported cases sometimes make adjudication difficult; violations by final semester seniors need additional sanctions (e.g., loss of senior week participation).  He also outlined new initiatives on behalf of academic integrity: engaging parents in discussions of technology and academic integrity,  continued improvement of Student Convocation and Orientation, planned development of a Plagiarism Prevention Workshop, and consultation with the Georgetwon academic integrity initiative (www. library. georgtown. Edu /resource /tutorials.htm).

On the proposed change to the undergraduate –Catalogue- on sanctions for violating the Honor Code, it was proposed that the change be amended to require that violations of the Code be reported to Chairs (along with the Honor Council).  Jim promised to e-mail a draft of the change to Chairs before forwarding it to Lee Dahringer for approval by the SSBM Chairs.

DISCUSSION: ADVISING

Jim asked for volunteers for a task-force to re-study the advising guidelines and student survey questions as well as possibly to develop a faculty survey of how well students are adhering to the guidelines.  Ilona McGuiness reported on developing in advising; her report is attached to these minutes.  Judy Dobler reported on initiatives to improve advising of majors in the Department of Communication, highlighting the use of Blackboard to increase communication with students.  In response to questions about the newly distributed results of student surveys of  major advising, Jim reported that he was interested in overall Departmental results of the majors survey; how the student evaluations of individual faculty are used in annual reviews will be up to the judgment of the Chair and the department.
