Meeting November 2 Summary

I. Announcement: see handout

II. Discussion

A. Donnie Coo (Director, Counseling Center) followed up on the handout give to Chairs in September on “helping student sin distress” by outlining the work of the Counseling Center and responding to questions and suggestions.   About 12% - 18% of students on college campuses nationally have a diagnosable mental illness, and others have physical health conditions which may affect academic performance (e.g., maintaining concentration, interacting within a group, maintaining reliable class attendance, etc.).  Faculty can help by becoming sensitive to changes in students which thus affect their performance, consulting with the Counseling Center if a student seems troubled, and even recommending the Counseling Center to students (and following up to make sure students are finding the help they need).  The College provides a number of resources for faculty to learn how they can help such students, including the Counseling Center, Disability Support Services, Alcohol and Drug Education and Support Services (x2928) as well as the Dean of First Year Students (Ilona McGjuiness) and the Dean of Students office.

B. There will be a new PAQ for Chairs on mentoring, using the substance of David Haddad’s 1 September 2006 memo to department Chairs.  It is crucial that probationary faculty be able to distinguish different levels of importance in the advice they seek and receive, taking advantage of without confusing the mentoring they receive from Chairs, Deans, and more informal mentors.  David Rivers described why and how the Department of Biology developed written standards for mentoring.  Chairs questions ranged from the differences between “:mentoring” and “peer review” to whether written guidelines in a department would create legal problems at tenure time.  
C. Jim asked Chairs to send him ideas on agenda for CAS Chairs’ meetings – the December meeting with the President as well as the winter/spring meetings.  The agenda for the CAS Chairs has largely been driven by the Strategic Plan, the Executive Committee of the Senate, and the ad hoc interests of the Chairs.  Now that we are completing the Stragtegic Plan but have not yet begun the new plan, it will be a challenge to develop an Chairs’ agenda that will not conflict with the agenda of other groups.  One Chair suggested reviving the CAS Chairs Agenda Committee.  Chairs promised to send Jim their ideas about this topic – both about the meeting with the President and the winter/spring agenda for Chairs.
