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What follows is a summary of the ballots submitted by the Department Chairs of the College of Arts and Sciences on matters related to refining Loyola’s residency and transfer policies in an effort to reflect student needs and actual College practice.  Not all chairs answered every question, so the number of responses for each item may not equal 19, which is the total number of chairs who responded.  Suggestions for changing or maintaining the current policies are based upon the ballot results and are intended to facilitate further discussion among department chairs.

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT:

1. Overall Requirement:

19 of 19 chairs present voted to keep the current overall residency requirement of 20 three-or-four-credit courses and ½ of the courses in the major.  Most would like to identify the criteria for exceptions more clearly.

[I have added “½ of the courses in the minor” in suggested revision below.  This is not written in the catalogue, but has been upheld in practice.  This addition is subject to department chair and/or curriculum committee approval.]

2. Last 2 Years Requirement:

2 chairs voted to maintain the requirement for 60 credits in the last two years, but with clearly identifiable exceptions.

14 chairs voted to change the requirement that all 20 courses required for residency be taken in final two years.  Two suggestions for change dominated:

a. 6 chairs voted to require 54 of the last 60 credits to be taken at Loyola in the junior and senior year, with one of the 6 stipulating that the College more clearly identify exceptions and that attention be paid to consistency across the departments in this regard.

b. 8 chairs voted to require 45 of the last 60 credits and the final semester to be taken at Loyola.

c. 1 chair voted to eliminate the credit-hour residency requirement in favor of a 6-semester requirement with the last semester to be taken at Loyola.

Though suggestion “b” seems to be a response to a need for leniency in the residency requirement for students studying abroad in non-Loyola programs, it could also open the door for requests to take a semester at another institution of higher learning in the United States, which students are currently not allowed to do.  The suggested revision 

to the Residency Policy below is written to help avoid that problem.

Suggestions for a revised residency requirement (changes to current policy in bold):

The residency requirement is the satisfactory completion of at least 20 three-or-four-credit courses.  Students are required to take the last 15 of these 20 courses during their junior and senior years, and they are required to take their last semester of study at Loyola.  At least one-half of the courses in the major and minor field of study must also be taken at Loyola College.

Ordinarily, students may not enroll in another institution of higher learning in the United States during fall or spring semester.  Any course taken at another institution requires prior written permission of both the chair of the department awarding the transfer credit and the Director of the Center for Academic Services and Support.

Approved courses taken in Loyola’s own study abroad programs, exchange programs, or affiliations satisfy the residency requirement and major/minor field of study requirement.  Study abroad courses sponsored by non-Loyola programs do not count toward residency, but approved courses satisfy the major field of study requirement.

TRANSFER CREDIT POLICY:

1. Core Courses:

17 of the 19 chairs present voted to let individual departments continue to decide whether or not to accept transfer credit for core courses.

2 chairs voted to let clusters of departments decide; one of these chairs recommended undertaking a study to determine if this process would work.

Suggestion:  Maintain current policy.

2. Major and Minor Courses:

19 of the 19 chairs present voted to let individual departments continue to decide whether or not to accept transfer credit for major and minor courses.

Suggestion:  Maintain current policy.  However, it is important to note that (1) students will continue to question inconsistencies in policies across departments and (2) those departments allowing transfer credit for core courses will continue to have their enrollment impacted because students are allowed to take their core courses at other institutions in summer sessions.

3. Community College Courses:

15 of 19 chairs voted to allow all incoming transfer students to receive credit for appropriate community college courses in all departments.  1 of the 15 chairs indicated that such credit should be granted only to students who have completed the A.A. degree.

Suggestion for revised policy:

Community college transfer students matriculating at Loyola College will be awarded credit for courses comparable to those offered at Loyola.  Department Chairs will determine course equivalency.

10 out of 19 chairs voted to maintain the current policy and allow no community college credits after matriculation at Loyola.

5 out of 19 chairs voted to allow matriculated students to take community college courses for transfer back to Loyola for well-justified reasons upon approval of the department chair.

MORE DISCUSSION AND DECISION NEEDED ON WHETHER OR NOT TO ALLOW COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFER CREDIT AFTER MATRICULATION AT LOYOLA.

4. Inter-session Courses:

13 out of 19 chairs voted to eliminate the inter-session option.

1 out of 19 chairs voted to allow inter-sessions but define the parameters.

1 chair voted to keep the option (currently allowed for graduating seniors only) but develop specific parameters.

Suggestion:  Maintain the current policy against granting credit for inter-session courses.

5. Courses Taken in the High School Environment:

16 out of 18 chairs voted to enforce the current policy against awarding credit for courses taken in the high school environment.

1 chair suggested offering students credit for such courses by departmental examination.  This option is already included in the current catalogue.

Suggestion:  Maintain current policy of not awarding college credit for courses taken in the high school environment.
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