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The newly constituted WAC Task Force has met twice in spring of 2006 to consider ways to reopen a college-wide conversation about writing across/ within the disciplines. The first major project we would like to propose is the revision of the important Loyola College Writing Handbook (Mallonee and Breihan), an introduction to writing at Loyola and a style guide for all the disciplines that was a signal achievement of the original WAC program.  

The new edition of the Loyola College Writing Handbook would provide

· A useful resource for departments to set the rhetorical situation for writing and set expectations; to describe specific genres of writing; to offer heuristic guidance on how to engage and negotiate assignments; to address issues of academic research, argumentation and information literacy; to articulate evaluation criteria; and to offer resources for specific style conventions.
· A guide that can assist new faculty in learning the expectations for writing at Loyola within their own department culture.

· A useful resource for non-majors and majors taking courses across the discipline as they try to figure what forms writing and intellectual work take in different academic contexts.

· An important and concrete demonstration of the importance placed on reading, writing, and speaking across the Loyola curriculum for prospective students, parents, and the larger community.

Revising the 1995 Edition

We have the opportunity to work with Bedford/St. Martin’s publishers to create a customized version of the Loyola Writing Handbook that incorporates the forthcoming, more WAC-oriented edition of The Writer’s Reference and our own specific style guides. This would create one book that includes the information specific to writing at Loyola as well as basic information about drafting, editing (grammar, mechanics, & usage), research and documentation across the disciplines. (Supplementary material or updates could be done electronically.) 
Some advantages include: 

· Restarting the discussion of writing within departments and divisions

· Sending a clear, tangible message to students (and parents) about the role of writing at Loyola
· Encouraging students to see the similarities and differences of writing in different disciplines so they can develop discursive mobility more explicitly

· Encouraging more use of the writing resource across the curriculum and across students’ four years at Loyola (facilitated by no buyback options from the book store).
GOAL: Class of 2011 will get the revised Loyola College Writing Handbook during Summer Orientation in June of 2007 (All faculty would also get a copy.) Students would use it through all four years, across the curriculum including in their major. 
Time Frame:  AY: 2006-07

Fall semester: Departments review the information from the earlier addition and revise as needed. Guidance and support provided by the WAC program faculty/staff. 

October: Writing Council makes commitment to customize The Writer’s Reference.

March: Customized material submitted to Bedford/St. Martins.
June: Class of 2006 receives the Loyola College Writing Handbook at the summer orientation.  
