The Loyola College Writing Handbook
Department Worksheet

Consider the following questions to help you develop your departments section for the handbook. While each department/discipline is unique, these prompts should help you determine the range of writing required across your department’s curriculum. The prompts may also help you organize your section. 

What are the roles of writing in your discipline? Consider purposes and real/possible audiences. 

What kinds of informal writing assignments are required in your department’s courses? 

What kinds of formal writing assignments are required in core courses?

What kinds of formal writing assignments are required in courses for the major?

What conventions are writers expected to use in formal writing. Consider issues of language, style, structure, documentation, or any other issues. 

What types of evidence are students expected to use in your disciplinary writing? (See Academic Writing Section in new Hacker) 
What processes do you expect students to use in completing formal writing assignments?  (prewriting, proposals, outlining, drafting, peer response, workshops, etc),  How are those activities 
What are some hallmarks of good writing in your discipline? department? 

What helpful hints/ wisdom/ insights can you or members of your department offer students in your core/non-major courses? in your major courses?   What kinds of quotes or testimonies from your own experience as writers, scholars, professionals might be useful to pass on?
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