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Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926.  It first began as “Negro 
History Week” and later as “Black History 
Month.”  When this tradition began, black 
history wasn’t being studied.  It was not until 
the 20th century that black history gained a  
presence in history books.   
Much of the celebration of Black History 
Month, and the study of black history can be 

attributed to Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson.  This Harvard 
scholar noticed that history 
books generally excluded black 
history or portrayed blacks in 
negative ways.  In 1915, 
Woodson established the As-
sociation for the Study of Ne-

gro Life and History.  In 1926, he launched 
Negro History Week as an initiative to bring 
national attention to the contributions of 
black people throughout American history.  
Woodson chose the 2nd week of February 
because it marked the birthdays of two men 
who greatly influenced the black American 
population, Frederick Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln. 
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ALANA Student Services Mission Statement 

ALANA (African, Latino, Asian, and Native American) Student Services is committed to providing support, services, and programs that facilitate the success 
of all ALANA students at Loyola College in Maryland.  Through intentional programming and a myriad of services, the ALANA office fosters the academic, 
cultural, personal,, spiritual and leadership development of ALANA students.  Furthermore, ALANA Student Services seeks to create and maintain an envi-

ronment of respect and awareness, while advocating for ALANA students and responding to their needs 

 In the 1970’s, the celebration was expanded 
to the entire month of February and now in-
cludes many educational and celebratory activi-
ties. 
This year ALANA Services chose the theme  
“Sankofa: Reclaiming History, Our Being, Our 
Becoming,” for Loyola’s celebration of Black 
History Month.  Sankofa is a Akan word that 
m e a n s , “We must go 
back and reclaim our past 
so we can move forward; 
so we can understand why 
and how we came to be 
who we a re  t od a y . ”   
 
The month long celebration will begin in Janu-
ary with the Dr. King convocation followed by 
a museum exhibit and screening of the movie 
“Crash.” It will also include activities such as 
the SANKOFA Film Series, which features five 
movies that center around the black experi-
ence in the United States, a cultural play, his-
torical musical presentation,  “Soul Food” din-
ner, and activities sponsored by the Black Stu-
dents Association. Please see last page for spe-
cific details about these events. 

Happy New Year!  I hope that this edition of the ALANA Anthem finds you rejuvenated from a long, well rested 
holiday break.  We look forward to a lot of great programming for this spring semester.  As we approach the 
celebrations of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday and Black History Month this February, I challenge you to 
reflect upon the many accomplishments of Dr. King and other African Americans.   
 

The theme for Black History Month is Sankofa:  Reclaiming History, Our Being, Our Becoming.  Black History 
is a history not only for African Americans, but a critical part of the American story.  Our hope is that we, as a 
Loyola community, will reclaim a collective history, particularly that part which is somehow forgotten or 
deemed "other."   
 

"Ubuntu" an African concept means "I am because you are" which conveys that "I cannot be fully who I am 
without allowing and accepting you to be fully who you are."  With this Sankofan theme, we hope to better 
understand who we are and what we can become.  So, enjoy this edition and I hope to see you at many of the 
events listed in the Anthem. 

Peace, 

Rodney Parker 



Martin Luther King Jr. is considered one of the most 
influential thinkers and leaders of America. He was 
born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. He was 
raised in an environment where respect and peace 
were essential. His father was a Baptist minister and he   
spent many hours listening to him preach. As a child, he 
was recognized as an outstanding student. His best 
friend was a white boy, from whom he had to keep his 
distance, in order to avoid conflicts between the two 
families.  

When he became a college student, he was influenced 
by Mohandas Ghandi’s ideas of peace and reconciliation 
and would later follow his example of non-violent pro-
tests. He graduated from Morehouse College in 1948 
and then became a minister.   
In 1953 he married Coretta Scott and moved to Mont-
gomery, Alabama, where he became a minister of the 
Baptist Church. In 1955, influenced by Rosa Park’s 
movement in Montgomery, he led a year long protest 
against Jim Crow laws. As a result, the “Whites only” 
sections in the buses disappeared. The following years, 
Dr. King and his wife moved to Atlanta, Georgia, and 
began a peaceful movement against segregation and 

discrimination. He led numer-
ous marches and protests as 
he fought to change the laws 
that kept black people from 
using the same restaurants, 
waiting rooms and restrooms 
as the whites. His movements 
were so successful that he was 
made the president of the 
Montgomery Improvement 
Association (MIA).  
His more than twelve years of 
fight for civil rights were  

always peaceful and accompanied by many moving 
speeches. He was killed on April 4, 1968, in Mem-
phis, Tennessee when he was leading a march for 
garbage workers.  

On Monday, January 16, 2006, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Celebrations will take place around the coun-
try. People will remember the life and accomplish-
ments of Dr. King  in different ways: some put on 
plays about his life, others make signs and paint 
pictures that tell what King’s dream means to them. 
There are also peace marches, candlelit vigils, and a 
host of community service projects. 

This year on King’s Birthday Baltimore City will have 
a Celebration Parade on Martin Luther King Blvd at 
noon. Loyola College’s Office of Academic Affairs & 
Diversity will host the 13th Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr., Convocation featuring Dr. Michael Eric 
Dyson, on January 18th at 7pm, McGuire Hall.  
Sources:  

 http://www.mecca.org/~crights/dream.html 

http://www.holidays..mrdonn.org 
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“With this faith we 
will be able to hew out 

of the mountain of 
despair a stone of 

hope. With this faith 
we will be able to 

transform the jangling 
discords of our nation 
into a beautiful sym-

phony of brotherhood. 
With this faith we will 

be able to work to-
gether, to pray to-

gether, to struggle to-
gether, to go to jail 

together, to stand up 
for freedom together” 

Martin Luther King Jr 

“ I Have a Dream” Speech 

Delivered Aug. 28/1963 
Dr. King  

In the Spirit of Unity & Service: Remember! Celebrate! Act! 
2006 Dr. King Holiday Theme 

 BLACK HISTORY FACTS 
♦ 1441 the first African slaves are transported to Portugal.  

♦ The enslavement of Africans lasted from 1790-1893 

♦ In 1793 Congress passed the Fugitive Slaves Act, making 
it a crime to harbor an escaped slave. 

♦ In 1920, the president of the Negro Improvement Asso-
ciation addresses 25,000 blacks in New York City and 
presides over a parade of 50,000 through the streets of 
Harlem.  

♦ 1936-1959 period is considered the Birth of the Civil 
Rights Movement.  

♦ 1993 Writer Toni Morrison receives the Nobel Prize for 
Literature.  

♦ 2004 Barack Obama becomes the third elected African 
American Senator since the Reconstruction   

Some Black con-
tributors to Science: 

♦ Benjamin Banneker 

♦ Louis T. Wright 

♦ Andrew Beard 

♦ Garrett Morgan 

♦ H.C Webb 

♦ Elijah McCoy 

♦ Charles H. Turner 

♦ Charles Drew 

VALENTINE’S DAY 
The month of love is just around the corner.  
Before you go out and break your wallet on 
an expensive Valentine’s gift, why not try one 
of these inexpensive gift ideas that are sure to 
make your sweetie’s heart melt? 
 

1. Handmade Valentine’s Day Card. 
Show your love by creating a unique, 
sentimental card that demonstrates you 
care more than a store-bought card 
ever could. 

2. Cake with a personalized message. 
Buy or make an ice cream or chocolate 
cake, along with colorful icing.  Pour 
your heart out in a sweet message of 
love written on the cake. 

3. Love song mix tape. 
Download/record the most meaningful 
songs in you relationship and compile 
them into a greatest hits album. 

4. One hour massage.  Use your hands 
to melt away a year’s worth of stress. 

5. Poem of love. Say it all in words by 
declaring your love in a creative poem 
and have it framed. 

 ALANA wishes each of you a prosperous 
New Year!!! Remember the 3 most im-
portant elements of a good resolution... 

GOALS, GOALS, GOALS!!! 



“ Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week 
reminds us not only of our heri-
tage of tolerance and opportu-

nity, but the responsibility all of 
us have to celebrate our belong-

ing by achieving and contributing 
to the fullest extent of our abili-

ties.”   
Message from Ronald Reagan, deliv-

ered on Feb. 14, 1986 
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Rosa Parks strived to change discrimination and 
injustice during her lifetime. Before  
refusing to give up her seat to a white 
man in December 1955, she was a 
secretary for the NAACP Youth 
Council. She tried to become a regis-
tered voter a number of times when it 
was impossible to do so.  She had an 
active role in facing racial injustice and 
founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks 
Institute for Self-Development.  
In 1996 she said in an interview “we 
still have a long way to go in improv-
ing the race relations in this country.” 

Elaine Steele, her closest friend said about 
her, “Mrs. Parks is a role model 
that [students] look up to.” Mrs. 
Parks traveled throughout the 
world. She was of modest temper 
as she stated: “I am still uncom-
fortable with the credit given to 
me for starting the bus boycott 
[…} I was just one of many who 
fought for freedom.” Mrs. Parks 
passed away on October 24, 2005, 
at the age of 92. She will forever 
be known as “The mother of the 
Civil Rights Movement”.  

 Source: http://www.grandtimes.com 

Since 1934 the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews has sponsored Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week, 
which is an American traditional celebration to honor 
diversity and multiculturalism in the United States.  It is 
also an opportunity to get awareness of interfaith under-
standing.  

 

 Brotherhood and Sisterhood Week 
February 20-26, 2006 

CULTURAL  
CALENDAR 

 

1/16 Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Day 

1/29 TET Vietnamese New Year 

1/29 Chinese New Year 

1/31 Islamic New Year 

2/12 Abraham Lincoln’s Day 

2/14 Race Relations & Valentine’s Day 

2/15 Susan B. Anthony Day 
2/16-2/22 Brotherhood/Sisterhood 
     Week 

2/17 Presidents’ Day 

2/22 George Washington Day 

New Year Celebrations 
Around the Globe 

 

Tet: Vietnamese New Year (1/29) 
Tet is short for Tet Nguyen Dan which means 
the first morning of the first day of the new 
period.  Tet marks the beginning of a new 
year on the lunar calendar, and the beginning 
of spring.  Tet is a huge celebration that lasts 
3 days.  People save money, food, and plan in 
advance for Tet.  The new year is a time to 
start fresh.  People repaint houses, buy new 
clothes, pay off debts, and rid themselves of 
any bad feelings.  Tet is a big celebration of 
honoring ancestors, eating food, and enjoying 
friends and family. 
 

Chinese New Year (1/29) 
The Chinese New Year dates back to 
2600BC, when the Emperor Huang Ti intro-
duced the first cycle of the zodiac.  Legend 
has it that before he departed from earth, the 
Lord Budda summoned all the animals to 
come to him, but only twelve came to bid him 
farewell.  As their reward, he named a year 
after each one in the order they arrived.  The 
Chinese New Year is filled with traditions and 
rituals, including thoroughly cleaning houses 
to get rid of the bad luck.  The celebration 
involves food, parades and many activities. 
 

Islamic New Year (1/31) 
The Islamic New Year is the first day of Mu-
harram (the 1st month).  The new year day of 
Hijrah reminds Muslims of the Hijrah 
(migration) of the Prophet Muhammad from 
Makkah to Madinah in the year of 622 C.E.  
New years day is an important day to remem-
ber the meaning and significance of Hijrah.  
Additionally, some Muslims began using the 
day to send greeting cards and celebrate the 
new year. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

Remembering Rosa Parks 
February 4,1913 - October 24, 2005 

Did You Know... 
Ì Walter S. McAfee is the African American mathematician and physicist who first calculated the 

speed of the moon? 

Ì On July 6, 1971, Henry T. Sampson created the cellular phone? 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

ALANA STUDENT SPOTLIGHTALANA STUDENT SPOTLIGHT  
On January 5—8, 2006, six Loyola students will attend the Carroll F.S. Hardy National Black 
Student Leadership Development Conference in Arlington, Virginia. This conference is for stu-
dent leaders or those whom have demonstrated a commitment to leadership development.  
We hope that you will join us in congratulating each of them!  

Ì Jasmin Conner ‘07, Communications 

Ì Omani Guy ‘09, Business Administration 

Ì Nicholas Hawkins ‘08, Political Science 

Ì Christelle Jerome ‘08, Biology 

Ì  Rachelle Knowles ‘08, Business 

Ì Autumn Sands-Caldwell ‘09, Engineering Science 



ALANA Student Services 
4501 N. Charles Street 

3rd Floor, Student Center 
Baltimore, MD 21210 
Phone: 410-617-2310 

Fax: 410-617-5661 
Email: ALANA@loyola.edu 

ALANA Anthem 

http://www.loyola.edu/alana 

Visit Us On The Web: 

1/18  13th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Convocation,  

 Featuring Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, 7pm,  McGuire Hall,  

 Sponsored by the Office of Academic Affairs & Diversity 
1/25  Sankofa: African-American Museum on Wheels  S e l f -
 guided  tours, Noon—6pm, Presentations at 1pm,  
 3pm, & 5pm,  McGuire Hall East 
1/31 “Crash” Dinner & Discussion, 6:30pm, 4th Floor Pro
 gram Room, RSVP by Friday, January 27th to x2310 or 
 alana@loyola.edu 

2/8 BSA Forum, 6pm, 4th floor Program Room,  

 Sponsored by the Black Students Association (BSA) 

2/13  “Plantanos y Collard Greens” 6pm, McGuire Hall West,  
 Sponsored by the Hispanic Club, BSA, Modern Language 
 and Literature & ALANA Services 

2/16 The Color of Music,  7pm, Alumni Chapel   

2/25 BSA Party 10pm-2am, Sellinger VIP 
2/26 “Soul Food” Dinner & a Movie 5pm, McGuire Hall West 
 Tickets: $3 in advance, $5 at the door. Stop by ALANA 
 Services (3rd floor AWSC) to purchase a ticket. Cash, 
 check and Evergreen accepted. 

“SANKOFA: Reclaiming History, Our Being, Our Becoming” 
Black History Month Schedule of Events 

 

SANKOFA Film Series: 
 

1/26 “Crash,” 6pm, Knott Hall B01  
 A provocative, unflinching film that looks at  the 
 complexities of racial conflict in America. 

2/1 “Sankofa,” 6:30pm, Knott Hall B03  
 A powerful film about the African Holocaust  

2/6 “4 Little Girls,” 6:30pm, Knott Hall B03 
 A documentary of the racial terrorist 
 bombing of an African American church 
 during the Civil Rights Movement 

2/20 “The Rosa Parks Story” 6:30pm,  
 K n o t t  H a l l  B 0 1 
 True story about the late Rosa Parks 

2/28  “The Untold Story of Emmett Louis Till,” 
 6:30pm, Knott Hall B01 
 Documentary investigating the murder and  i n
 justice surrounding Emmett Till’s death. 
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