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ALANA Services Mission Statement  

ALANA (African, Latino, Asian, and Native American) Services is committed to providing support, services, and programs that facilitate 
the success of all ALANA students at Loyola College in Maryland. Through intentional programming and a myriad of services, we foster 

the academic, cultural, personal, spiritual and leadership development of ALANA students. Furthermore, we seek to create and  
maintain an environment of respect and awareness, while advocating for ALANA students and responding to their needs. 

It is so hard to believe that we are approaching the end of the academic year so soon.  
I would like for you to join us as we remember Women's History Month and Asian 
American Heritage month. We have wonderful programs, and I am sure that you will 
all enjoy them.  
 

First, I would like to dedicate this issue of the ALANA Anthem to the Class of 2009.  
You have definitely made your mark on Loyolaõs campus, and I am proud to see all the 

wonderful ways in which you have begun the transformation of a new Loyola - Loyola 
University in the fall.  
 

I would like to thank all of our supporters from far and near that sent your well 
wishes for a very successful year! The ALANA Services office definitely appreciates 
you. Kudos to Kim, Angelica, Soad and  Chianti! I hope that you all have a blessed 
and safe summer, till we meet again!    

       Rodney Parker 

ten days of May as Asian/Pacific Heritage 

Week. The following month, senators Daniel 

Inouye and Spark Matsunaga introduced a 

similar bill in the Senate. Both were passed. 

On October 5, 1978,  

President Jimmy Carter 

signed a Joint Resolution 

designating the annual 

celebration. Twelve years 

later, President George 

H.W. Bush signed an    

extension making the week

- long celebration into a 

month - long celebration. In 

1992, the official designation of May as Asian/

Pacific American Heritage Month was signed 

into law.  

ALANA Services, along with the Asian Cultural 

Alliance (ACA), are excited to celebrate 

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. 

Events include Asia Fest, a trip to D.C. for the 

Cherry Blossom Festival, Bubble Tea and  

Karaoke, and movie nights (see page 3 for 

complete details).  
Source: http://www.loc.gov/topics/asianpacific/about/ 

May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 

a celebration of Asians and Pacific Islanders in 

the United States. A rather broad term, Asian/

Pacific encompasses all of the Asian continent 

and the Pacific islands of 

Melanesia (New Guinea, 

New Caledonia, Vanuatu, 

Fiji and the Solomon   

Islands), Micronesia 

(Marianas, Guam, Wake 

Island, Palau, Marshall 

Islands,  Kiribati, Nauru 

and the Federated States 

of Micronesia) and     

Polynesia (New  Zealand, Hawaiian Islands, 

Rotuma, Midway Islands, Samoa, American      

Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Cook Islands, French 

Polynesia and Easter Island).  

Like most commemorative months, Asian/

Pacific Heritage Month originated in a         

congressional bill. In June 1977, Reps. Frank 

Horton of New York and Norman Y. Mineta of 

California introduced a House resolution that 

called upon the president to proclaim the first  
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The ancient Chinese subscribe to a concept 

called Yin Yang which is a belief that there   

exist two complementary forces in the universe. 

One is Yang which represents everything posi-

tive or masculine, and the other is Yin which is 

characterized as negative or feminine. One is 

not better than the other. Instead, both are 

necessary and a balance is highly desirable. 

 

This thinking is different from the duality of 

most religion where one state overcomes the 

other, for example, good over evil. In the con-

cept of Yin Yang, too much of either one is bad. 

The ideal is a balance of both. The hot Saharan 

desert, for instance, is an example of extreme 

Yang while the bitter cold Antarctica is extreme 

Yin. Neither is desirable. 

 

The Tai Chi Symbol  
The Yin Yang meaning is embodied by the Tai 

Chi symbol (see below). It is a circle made up of 

two different tadpole or fish like parts, one in 

black (known as the Yin side) and the other in 

white (known as the Yang side). You will notice 

that in Yang (represented by the white tadpole) 

lies the seed of Yin (represented by the black 

dot) and vice-versa. In addition, Yin and Yang 

are cyclical. In the symbol you can see that Yang 

grows but at its height, Yin emerge. Then Yin 

grows and at its height Yang appears and the 

cycle repeats itself. Actually another way to 

look at Yin and Yang is contraction and     ex-

pansion! Examples of Yin Yang are: Yin is soft 

while Yang is hard. Yin is stillness while Yang 

is movement. The sun is yang while the moon 

is yin. Female is Yin while Man is Yang. Moun-

tain is Yin while the river is Yang.   Intuitive is 

Yin while Logical is Yang. Winter is Yin while 

Summer is Yang. 
 

Source: http://www.absolutelyfengshui.com/fengshui/feng-shui-yin-yang.php 

Student  

Spotlight  

 

§ March 9th: ASU & ALAS Movie Night  

 Reading Room - 7:00PM 
 

§ March 11th: CSU United Nations Event  

 Knott Hall - 7:00PM 
 

§ March 12th: CSU Movie Night  

 Reading Room - 7:00PM 

MARIA PIA MARIA PIA   

NEGRONEGRO  

 

§ Sophomore  

 

§ President : The Association for Latin 

American & Spanish Students (ALAS)  

 

§ Favorite Class - I love my two writing 

classes: Writing Poetry and The          

Contemporary Essay  

 

§ Favorite Quote - òBe the change you 

want to see in the world.ó Gandhi 

 

§ Favorite Food - Saltado (from Peru) and cookies!  
  

 

òComing to Loyola College has given me the opportunity to grow 

as a person and to improve myself, my involvement with ALANA     

Services has played a very important role in my college life. As a 

sophomore student, I think I have found my niche at Loyola 

through leadership and service. I want to make sure not just my 

education is well rounded, but also I want to make sure my college 

experience is well rounded as well. I wish other students here 

would take advantages of these same opportunities. 

 

Being involved in various clubs and activities on campus had been an 

eye opener, it has lead me to meet wonderful people. I also had to 

acquire organizational and time management skills that have come 

handy more than once, and I have learned to be a team player and a 

leader too. It also allowed me to be more confident and to con-

front my fear to speak in public.  

 

For me the most rewarding part is to see how your actions can 

affect others. Seeing that your actions have an impact is just the 

best way to know you are going in the right path. ò  

§ March 16th: ASU & ACA Dance Night  

 McGuire West - 7:00PM 
 

§ March 18th: Dr. Hakeem Tijani   

 4th Floor Programming Room - 7:00PM 
 

§ March 19th:  Afro-Caribbean Coffeehouse  

 4th Floor Programming Room - 9:00PM 
 

§ March 22nd: Afro-Caribbean Brunch   

 The Dutch Pot Café - 10:00AM 

This year, African Student Union (ASU) and Caribbean 

Students Union (CSU) have combined forces to        

celebrate the 3rd Annual African Diaspora Week to    

honor and appreciate African culture and its impact 

around the world. The line-up of events include: 

AfricanAfricanAfrican    Diaspora Diaspora Diaspora WeekWeekWeek  
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Magdalen Hsu-Li 

 

Asia Fest 
April 2nd 

McGuire Hall  7:00-9:00pm  
 
 

Cherry Blossom Festival in 
Washington D.C.  

April 4th 
Co-sponsored with OPTIONS 

 
 

Student Panel:      
Building CommUNITY:   

April 6th 
Hopkins Lounge 7:00-9:00pm  

 
 

Film Festival  
April 7th, 14th, 21st  

Reading Room 7:00-9:30pm  
 
 

Bubble Tea & Karaoke 
April 16th  

Upper Primos 7:00-10:00pm 
 

*Watch for flyers highlighting these events* 

òBuilding òBuilding   
CommUNITYóCommUNITYó  

Sponsored by: Asian Cultural Alliance 

In a ceremony on March 27, 1912, 

First Lady Helen Herron Taft and 
Viscountess Chinda, wife of the 

Japanese ambassador, planted the 
first two of these trees on the 

north bank of the Tidal Basin in 
West Potomac 

Park. By 1915 the 
United States    

government had 
responded with a 

gift of flowering 
dogwood trees to 

the people of Japan. 
In 1927, a group of 

American school 
children re-enacted 
the initial planting; 

the first festival was 
held in 1935,   

sponsored by civic 
groups in the    

nation's capital. 
Suspended during 

World War II because of        
hostilities between the United 

States and the Empire of Japan, 
the festival resumed in 1947 with 

the support of the Washington, 
D.C. Board of Trade and the D.C. 

Commissioners. In 1948, the 
Cherry Blossom Princess and U.S. 

Cherry Blossom Queen program  

were started by the National 

Conference of State Societies. 
3,800 more trees were accepted 

in 1965 by First Lady Lady Bird 
Johnson. In 1981, the cycle of   

giving came full circle. Japanese    
horticulturalists 

came to take   
cuttings from the 

trees in       
Washington, D.C. 

to replace       
Yoshino cherry 

trees in Japan that 
had been        

destroyed in a 
flood. With this 
return gift, the 

trees again fulfilled 
their roles as a 

symbol and agent 
of friendship. The 

most recent event 
in this cycle     

occurred in the fall of 1999. It 
involved the formal planting in the 

Tidal Basin of a new generation of 
cuttings from a famous Japanese 

cherry tree in Gifu Prefecture 
reputed to be over 1,500 years 

old. 
Source:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Cherr

y_Blossom_Festival 

 

Asian Cultural Alliance (ACA), Diversity Peer Educators (DPE) and the Womenõs Center are 

proud to present Magdalen Hsu-Li as the keynote speaker of APIA month. Magdalen Hsu-Li is an 

Asian-American music artist, painter, poet, and speaker. A pioneering Asian-American woman in 

music,   Magdalen is one of the first openly out bi Chinese-American singer-songwriters in the 

United States who is becoming a star in the acoustic/pop/folk/alternative genres. One of the first 

Asian-American music artists to command the alternative college playlist, Magdalen brings a confi-

dent voice and an  astute awareness of her role as catalytic spokeswoman for Americaõs melting 

pot. She is opening new doors of expression for Asian-Americans and people everywhere, and is 

poised to become a cross-cultural pop icon. Redefining her torrid mix as a woman at the threshold 

of tumultuous change in America, she exposes the treacherous currents that underlie our national 

fabric, and explores pathways through which we all meet.      
       Source: http://www.asianamerican.net/bios/Hsu-Li-Magdalen.html 

National Cherry Blossom Festival  

 

Monday  

March 30, 2009 
 

7:00pm 
 

 Reading Room 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/56/Washington_C_D.C._Tidal_Basin_cherry_trees.jpg
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   Stitch
Stitch
Stitch   

Origins of the Easter Bunny  

And the Easter Egg  

 
The Easter Bunny is not a modern invention!  

 

The symbol originated with the pagan  

festival of Eastre. The goddess, Eastre, was 

worshipped by the Anglo-Saxons through 

her earthly symbol, the rabbit.  

 

The Germans brought the symbol of the Easter rabbit 

to America. It was widely ignored by other Christians 

until shortly after the Civil War. In fact, Easter itself 

was not widely celebrated in America until after that 

time.  

 

As with the Easter Bunny and the holiday 

itself, the Easter Egg predates the Christian 

holiday of Easter. The exchange of eggs in the 

springtime is a custom that was centuries old 

when Easter was first celebrated by      

Christians.  

 

From the earliest times, the egg was a symbol of      

rebirth in most cultures. Eggs were often wrapped in 

gold leaves or, if you were a peasant, colored brightly 

by boiling them with the leaves or petals of certain 

flowers.             http://wilstar.com/holidays/easter.htm 

Womenõs History Month  
March is Womenõs History Month.  Did 

you know that before March became 

Women's History Month, it was a single day, 

March 8th. In 1975, the U.N. began spon-

soring International Women's Day to honor 

women around the world, particularly    

working women. Decades later, March was 

designated Womenõs History Month since 

1980, when President Jimmy Carter issued a 

Proclamation honoring womenõs contributions to the history of 

the United States.  
 

This year, Loyolaõs Womenõs Center is hosting several events to 

celebrate Womenõs History Month, including:  

 

March 18th 
My Life in Math and Science, Hot Passion in a Cold Climate 

 
 

March 25th  
Luna Fest 

national film festival of short films by, for and about women 

 
 

March 30th  
Magdalen Hsu-Li  

 
 

March 31 
Makeda Crane of The Sun  

speaks on her recent trip to the Congo 

 

*Stay tuned for more events* 

 

The 11th Annual 
Black Student Association Fashion Show  

�
�4�+�&�#�;�X�����#�4�%�*���F�K�6�*���F�N�N�M���™�����'�+�6�<�����4�'�0�#���™���L�U�N�N�2�/ 
Student designs, Student models & Student run! 

Ticket sales begin February 24th, 2009Ticket sales begin February 24th, 2009   
Tickets can be purchased at the Box Office or Ticketmaster  

 

  

 
  

TICKET PRICES:   

Fashion show- $12 

Fashion Show & After Party- $15 

VIP- $ 20 (Includes the show, after party, dinner, &  

a meet and greet with the models), Space is Limited 

 

After party immediately  
following in  

McGuire Hall  


