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During the 2005-2006 academic year, the Working Assessment Group (WAG) is planning to aggregate and analyze student survey data in the following four areas of importance to Loyola College’s Strategic Plan: (1) diversity, (2) academic environment, (3) Jesuit mission/identity and spirituality, and (4) student health and wellness.  Anticipated data sources include recent administrations of the ACUHO-I Residence Life Survey, Admitted Student Questionnaire (ASQ), CIRP Freshman Survey, CSS Senior Survey, Faculty Survey of Student Engagement (FSSE), First-Year Questionnaire, National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), and Student Lifestyle Survey, and The College Student Belief and Values Survey (CSBV) administered to first year students. The primary purpose of this project is to collect the College’s recent assessment data in each of these areas, analyze and discuss the survey findings in the broader context of each topic, identify potential gaps and limitations in the survey questions and/or in our understanding of the data, and help shape the future agenda for assessment in each of these areas.    
In the first section of this paper, eight of the College’s major statements on Jesuit Identity and spirituality are presented; the second section briefly offers the current demographics of the Loyola College undergraduate population.  In the third section, recent spirituality and Jesuit Identity related survey findings are discussed, while the fourth section considers broader implications and potential future directions for assessment on campus.  

I. Loyola College Statements on Jesuit Identity and Spirituality
Loyola College Mission Statement

Loyola College in Maryland is a Jesuit Catholic university committed to the educational and spiritual traditions of the Society of Jesus and to the ideals of liberal education and the development of the whole person. Accordingly, the College will inspire students to learn, lead and serve in a diverse and changing world.
In this mission the hallmarks of a Jesuit education are clearly evident: a commitment to the rich tradition of Catholic education, an emphasis on academic excellence, the importance of the liberal arts, and the education of the whole person. At Loyola, this means that the curriculum is rigorous and faculty expectations are high. All undergraduates complete the core curriculum that includes courses in English, philosophy, theology, ethics, history, fine arts, foreign language, mathematics, science, and social sciences. Students are challenged to understand the ethical dimensions of personal and professional life and to examine their own values, attitudes, and beliefs. 
Vision Statement
The education of men and women of compassion and competence, imbued with the desire to seek in all things the greater glory of God, represents the enduring aspiration of Loyola College in Maryland. That ideal, first elucidated by St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus and namesake of this university, continues to guide Loyola as it strives to lead students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends forward to the promise of an examined life of intellectual, social and spiritual discernment.
Loyola will do so by providing undergraduate students with a liberal education that transforms them, that ensures they place the highest value on the intellectual life, and that instills in them an understanding that leadership and service to the world are intimately connected. Likewise, Loyola will be a recognized leader in graduate education, offering programs which are responsive to the needs of the professional and academic communities it serves, inspiring its graduate students to leadership, and inculcating in them the knowledge that service to the larger world is a defining measure of their professional responsibilities fully understood.

In all of this, Loyola College will remain ever mindful of the Jesuit precept that the aim of all education ultimately is the ennoblement of the human spirit.

Core Values Statement
From the time of their founding four-and-a-half centuries ago, Jesuits – beginning with their founder, St. Ignatius Loyola – have had a distinctive way of looking at life.  Their characteristic Ignatian worldview has permeated their educational and spiritual apostolates, and has been shared with hundreds of thousands of women and men formed by Jesuit teaching and pastoral care.  This Ignatian worldview includes the following characteristic notes or emphases: 1) openness and enthusiasm toward the whole of God’s richly diverse creation and for the human person as its crowning glory; 2) hopefulness and pragmatism in seeking graced solutions to life’s challenges through creative use of all available gifts and resources, tempered by realism and compassion about the reality of human weakness; 3) sustained critical attention to motivations and choices based on the conviction that individuals, through the exercise of their freedom, exert a real influence on their world and one another for good or for evil; and 4) commitment to a life of growing integrity and increasing service to God and others after the Gospel model of Jesus Christ.
As a Jesuit, Catholic university with a 150-year history, Loyola College adopts and adapts these characteristic emphases of the Ignatian heritage and reflects them in its life and work.  Loyola’s Jesuit tradition was complemented and enriched by the tradition of the Mercy Sisters when the College joined with Mount Saint Agnes College in 1971; and Loyola continues to remember and to recognize with gratitude the gifts which it received as a result of that joining, as will be seen in the text below.  One of the particular ways in which Loyola preserves its religious heritage while recognizing and incorporating the necessary openness to pluralism which is characteristic of American higher education today is by encouraging all of its constituents to cultivate and to live by certain core values. 

Focus on the Whole Person
Loyola manifests its effort to honor, care for, and educate the whole person by encouraging its constituents to strive after intellectual, physical, psychological, social, and spiritual health and well-being.  It does this in its curricula by emphasizing the formative potential of the study of the liberal arts.  Loyola also seeks to encourage holistic growth outside the academic context by providing members of its community with a wide variety of resources and opportunities, and by encouraging them to appreciate the value and importance of well-integrated, restorative leisure.  For instance, Loyola’s commitment to the classical ideal of “a sound mind in a sound body” is reflected in its state-of-the-art Fitness and Aquatic Center and the variety of programs and opportunities which that facility offers to members of the College’s extended family.  The College also seeks to provide varied and innovative cultural and recreational programming which  fosters community and which engages and develops minds outside the classroom context.  Loyola offers a variety of retreat opportunities, as well as ecumenical and interfaith opportunities for prayer and meditation, to foster growth of the spirit within its members.  Lastly, through its policies and procedures, Loyola seeks to call forth the best in its constituents, and to challenge them when they neglect or endanger their own well-being or that of others.
Service
In keeping with this Jesuit tradition of commitment to service, Loyola offers to all of its constituent members a rich variety of opportunities for solidarity and service both within and outside the institution.  These service opportunities extend Loyola’s helping hand throughout the greater Baltimore area, as well as to the wider national and international communities.  The College also seeks to encourage habits of caring, engagement, and civic responsibility by incorporating its own particular approach to service learning into its curricula, by reflecting a service orientation in its research interests, and by emphasizing and encouraging the connection between excellence, leadership, service, and development for the professions.  
Discernment
Loyola’s commitment to carry on the tradition of discernment includes encouraging the practice of regular reflection and self-examination which foster awareness of personal freedom (or lack thereof), a sense of personal responsibility for choices and actions, and a balance between enlightened self-interest and promotion of the common (“greater”) good.  The College encourages this habit of reflection and self-examination by introducing its constituents to the Jesuit practice of the examen (a daily self-review) in a variety of venues – e.g., through its Alpha courses, and through various projects of the Jesuit-Lay Committee.  Loyola likewise encourages critical thinking and reflection by including the study of ethics in its curricula, and by offering seminars and employing pedagogies (such as debate) which foster both the expression and critical refinement of opinions.  Loyola seeks in general to foster open expression and careful consideration of a wide range of viewpoints and positions, cultivating in its constituents an awareness that argument or difference of opinion can be accommodated without compromising mutual respect.  In service of this core value of discernment, the College continues to recruit qualified Jesuit faculty and administrators who can share their particular expertise in discernment within the Ignatian tradition; but Loyola also offers to all of its constituents a variety of supports, resources, and opportunities – including Ignatian retreats – to enhance their efforts at making freer and more well-informed choices.  
Educational Learning Aims

Faith and Mission
· an understanding of the mission of the Catholic university as an institution dedicated to exploring the intersection of faith and reason, and experience and competence in exploring that intersection 

· an understanding of the mission of the Society of Jesus and of the religious sisters of Mercy, especially of what it means to teach, learn, lead, and serve "for the greater glory of God.” 

· a habit of thoughtful, prayerful, and responsible discernment of the voice of God in daily life; a mature faith 

· habits of reflection in solitude and in community 

· a commitment to put faith into action

Promotion of Justice 
· an appreciation of the great moral issues of our time: the sanctity of human life, poverty, racism, genocide, war and peace, religious tolerance and intolerance, the defense of human rights, and the environmental impact of human activity 

· commitment to promote justice for all, based on a respect for the dignity and sanctity of human life 

· commitment to and solidarity with persons who are materially poor or otherwise disadvantaged
Student Development Mission Statement

The mission of the Division of Student Development reflects the Jesuit Catholic nature and Core Values of Loyola College in Maryland. Work in student development is grounded in the distinctive worldview of the Jesuit and Mercy traditions and the spiritual vision of St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit order. Accordingly, student development professionals seek to inspire students to learn, lead and serve in a diverse and changing world.  Through programs, policies and personal interactions, students are encouraged to engage in the collegiate experience, both in and out of class, and the development of the Loyola community. In order to enhance and maximize student learning and development, the Student Development Division is committed to creating a campus culture that is educational, student-centered, disciplined, caring, just and collaborative.
Guiding Principles
The Ignatian worldview provides a context for the work we do in Student Development and is characterized by the following ideas:
· An openness and enthusiasm toward the whole of God’s richly diverse creation.  
· An understanding that God’s plan and purpose are present in all human endeavors and in all things.
· An appreciation of the fact that God has given each of us unique gifts and talents and that we are called to use them to help others, especially those who are in the greatest need.
· A recognition that we are called to develop the ability to know ourselves and discern, through critical attention to our motivations and choices, the ways in which God acts in our lives.
· A commitment to a life of growing integrity and increasing service to God and others.
The Center for Values & Service -  Mission Statement
The Center for Values & Service engages students and the broader Loyola College community in education through service for a just and equitable world.  We are committed to collaboration with community partners and to involvement with people who are marginalized, especially those who are materially poor.  Our work is inspired by, and flows from, the Jesuit Catholic educational mission at Loyola College that calls for a dynamic integration of academic excellence, social responsibility and faith that serves justice.
Campus Ministry - Mission Statement
The mission of Campus Ministry at Loyola is to invite the Loyola College Community 
to live, celebrate, and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in the spirit of St. Ignatius Loyola.
Campus Ministry – Spiritual Development Mission Statement
The mission of Spiritual Development seeks to engage students in discussions involving the spirituality of day to day living. Most of our programs take place in residence halls or other places where students gather. Our goal is two-fold: 

1) To provide space and opportunity for students to fall more deeply in love with God.
2) To encourage and help Loyola students become more aware of their own inmost desires and gifts and how they may use these gifts to serve the world in which they find themselves.
II.  Loyola College Demographics

Religious Preference of undergraduate students for Spring 2005:
78.2%
Catholic 

(2,641)

9.0% 
Other 


   (305)

8.7% 
Protestant 

   (295)

3.5% 
Not Given 

   (119)

0.4% 
Jewish 


     (13)

0.1% 
Christian Orthodox 
       (3)

0% 

Hindu 


       (1)

0%
 
Islam


       (1)
Students majoring or minoring in related academic disciplines in spring 2005:

Theology Majors: 15

Theology Minors: 8

Catholic Studies Minors: 3
III. Recent survey findings related to the spirituality of Loyola College students
NSSE and FSSE Findings:
· When asked “At your institution during the current school year, how often have you participated in activities to enhance your spirituality (worship, meditation, prayer, etc.) seniors at Loyola (27%) and the other Jesuit institutions (34%) were slightly less likely than first-year students at Loyola (33%) and other Jesuit institutions (38%) to report that they had participated in spirituality-related activities “often” or “very often.”  

· When asked “To what extent has your experience at this institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in the following areas?  Developing a deepened sense of spirituality ” Loyola students (first year 42% and seniors 40%) were slightly less likely than students from the broader group of Jesuit institutions (first year 46% and seniors 49%) to indicate that their institution had contributed to their development of a deepened sense of spirituality “quite a bit” or “very much.”  
· When asked about the extent to which they structured their courses to help students develop a deepened sense of spirituality, 14% of Loyola faculty indicated “quite a bit” or “very much” on the FSSE.  

CIRP and CSS Findings:
· Students indicating that they had attended a religious service during the past year dropped from first year (93%) to senior year (74.5%)
· Compared to first year students (44.5%) fewer Loyola seniors (34.5%) rated themselves as above average or the highest 10% as compared with the average person of his/her age with respect to spirituality.

· When indicating their religious preference 75.5% of the first year students and 69% of the seniors indicated Roman Catholic. Those indicating no religious preference doubled from first year (6%) to senior year (13.5%).

· On average 92% of first year students and seniors indicated that they spent 2 or fewer hours in prayer or meditation in a typical week during the past year.
	
	Class of 2002
	
	Class of 2003

	
	Freshman Year
	Senior Year
	
	Freshman Year
	Senior Year

	General activities done in the past year:
	
	
	

	attended a religious service
	94.5
	76.1
	
	91.8
	72.9

	
	
	

	Student rated self above average or highest 10% as compared with the average person of his/her age:
	
	
	

	Spirituality
	47.8
	42.1
	
	42.5
	31.4

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Your current religious preference
	
	
	

	Roman Catholic
	73.1
	68.3
	
	77.5
	70.4

	None
	6.6
	13.0
	
	6.3
	14.6

	
	
	

	During the past year how much time did you spend in a typical week doing the following:
	
	
	

	     Prayer/Meditation
	
	
	

	None or less than one
	23.5
	42.1
	
	67.3
	45.3

	1 to 2
	68.8
	49.7
	
	23.5
	47.1

	3 to 10 hours
	6.9
	7.0
	
	7.2
	7.3

	11 or more hours
	0.8
	1.1
	
	2.0
	0.3


First Year Questionnaire Findings: Class of 2007

· Did you participate in any Campus Ministry activities or events this semester?

Follow-up Only: 72.7% of respondents reported that they did not participate in any Campus Ministry activities while 27.3% of the students indicated that they were involved in campus ministry activities during their first year.
College Students’ Beliefs and Values (CSBV) Survey Findings:
The following is a brief synopsis of the findings of the survey. Data presented represent a sample of the questions asked.
· 81% of first year students indicated that they believe in God while 16% are unsure
· 71% of first year students pray and 29% do not pray

· 23% of first year students indicated that having an interest in spirituality describes them to a great extent

· 65% of first year students agreed either “strongly” or “somewhat” that it doesn’t matter what they believe as long as they lead a moral life
· 71% of first year students do not expect their religious convictions to change in the next few years
· During the past year 39% of the students felt loved by God while 70% felt distant from God

· When asked, how would they describe their current views about spiritual/religious matters, 40% said secure, 28% said seeking and 12% said not interested
· 46% of the students indicated that seeking out opportunities to help them grow spiritually was very important or essential to them
	Loyola College in Maryland Total First-Time Full-Time
	 Loyola College
	Catholic Institutions
	All Baccalaureate Institutions

	
	
	
	

	Students reporting it is “essential” or “very important” that this college:
	
	
	

	Encourages personal expression of spirituality
	56.0
	57.8
	48.1

	
	
	
	

	Objectives considered to be “essential” or “very important”:
	
	
	

	Seeking out opportunities to help me grow spirituality
	46.3
	50.8
	46.8

	Seeking to follow religious teachings in my everyday life
	36.7
	43.0
	40.2

	
	
	
	

	Student agrees “strongly” or “somewhat “:
	
	
	

	It is futile to try to discover the purpose of existence
	39.9
	41.9
	39.7

	Most people can grow spiritually without being religious
	70.0
	67.3
	63.7

	While science can provide important information about the physical world, only religion can truly explain existence
	56.4
	57.9
	54.5

	
	
	
	

	Do you pray?
	
	
	

	Yes
	70.8
	75.0
	68.9

	No
	29.2
	25.0
	31.1

	
	
	
	

	Students report “frequently” praying:
	
	
	

	To be in communion with God
	36.7
	45.7
	50.2

	For emotional strength
	48.3
	55.7
	57.1

	For forgiveness
	44.9
	54.3
	58.0

	For wisdom
	33.2
	42.6
	44.5

	To praise God
	36.2
	46.5
	52.1

	
	
	
	

	Student engages at least weekly in:
	
	
	

	Self-reflection
	60.3
	64.3
	64.1

	Prayer
	60.4
	66.2
	60.9

	Religious singing/chanting
	17.9
	28.0
	30.0

	Reading sacred texts
	15.5
	23.7
	26.5

	Other reading on religion/spirituality
	10.5
	18.1
	21.1

	
	
	
	

	The following statements describe student “to a great extent”:
	
	
	

	Having an interest in spirituality
	23.3
	29.9
	31.4

	Feeling a sense of connection with God/Higher Power that transcends my personal self
	25.6
	29.9
	30.3

	Being committed to introducing people to my faith
	6.9
	13.6
	15.1

	Feeling obligated to follow my parents religious practices
	9.1
	10.8
	9.2


	Have you ever had a religious experience while:
	
	
	

	In a house of worship
	55.2
	62.3
	63.2

	Praying
	62.9
	69.2
	67.4

	Participating in a retreat
	51.3
	52.6
	49.2

	
	
	
	

	Do you believe in God?
	
	
	

	Yes
	80.6
	83.7
	78.5

	Not sure
	15.8
	12.6
	14.9

	No
	3.6
	3.7
	6.6

	
	
	
	

	The ultimate spiritual quest for me is:
	
	
	

	To follow God’s plan for me
	13.5
	23.3
	27.7

	To become a better person
	24.3
	18.1
	15.3

	
	
	
	

	Student agrees “strongly” or “somewhat”:
	
	
	

	Whether or not there is a Supreme Being doesn’t matter to me 
	22.8
	24.9
	25.6

	It doesn’t matter what I believe as long as I lead a moral life
	65.4
	56.6
	51.8

	I am uncomfortable discussing religious matters
	34.9
	35.5
	35.5

	My spirituality is a source of joy
	63.1
	67.9
	64.1

	I do not expect my religious convictions to change in the next few years
	70.7
	70.1
	72.2

	To be truly religious, a person must accept all the teachings of his/her faith
	31.1
	40.7
	41.7

	
	
	
	

	How would you describe your current views about spiritual/religious matters?
	
	
	

	Secure
	39.7
	42.4
	41.8

	Seeking
	27.5
	25.9
	22.6

	Not interested
	12.4
	11.7
	15.3

	
	
	
	

	My spiritual/religious beliefs:
	
	
	

	Are one of the most important things in my life
	53.2
	61.2
	58.3

	Give meaning/purpose to my life
	61.7
	67.1
	62.9

	Have been formed through much personal reflection and searching
	56.1
	63.7
	60.6

	
	
	
	

	During the past year, have you:
	
	
	

	Participated in any community food or clothing drives
	70.1
	68.8
	62.7

	Felt distant from God
	70.1
	66.6
	64.9

	Questioned your religious/spiritual beliefs
	70.5
	64.4
	57.2

	Felt loved by God
	39.4
	45.0
	44.3

	Attended a class, workshop, or retreat on matters related to religion/spirituality
	57.9
	55.9
	48.8

	
	
	
	

	Student scored “high” on the following factors:
	
	
	

	Spirituality
	13.2
	17.9
	17.2

	Religious commitment
	23.6
	32.6
	37.4

	Religious engagement
	9.3
	16.7
	19.5


IV. Jesuit Identity
NSSE and FSSE Findings:
· When asked, “At your institution during the current school year, how often have you participated in a community-based project as part of a regular course?” a little under half of Loyola’s first-year students (44%) and seniors (49%) reported that they had participated in a community-based project as part of a course at some point during the current academic year.  The participation patterns of Loyola students were similar to those of students at other Jesuit colleges and universities. 
When asked how frequently students had participated in a community-based project as part of their courses, 10% of Loyola faculty indicated “often” or “very often” on the FSSE.  

· When asked if students have done or plan to do community service or volunteer work before they graduate from Loyola, only 4% of Loyola first-year students and 15% of Loyola seniors indicated that they did not plan to do any community service or volunteer work before they graduated.  A total of 41% of Loyola first-year students and 70% of Loyola seniors indicated that they had already done some type of community service or volunteer work. The participation patterns of Loyola students were similar to those of students at other Jesuit colleges and universities. 
When Loyola faculty were asked how important it was to them that undergraduates perform community service or volunteer work, 64% indicated “important” or “very important” on the FSSE.   

· When asked to what extent has their experience at Loyola contributed to their knowledge, skills, and personal development in developing a personal code of values and ethics, 68% of first year and 67% of seniors indicated that Loyola had contributed to their development of a personal code of values and ethics “quite a bit” or “very much.” This was relatively the same for students at the other Jesuit institutions.
When asked about the extent to which they structured their courses to help students develop a personal code of values and ethics, 49% of Loyola faculty indicated “quite a bit” or “very much” on the FSSE.  

· When asked to what extent has their experience at Loyola contributed to their knowledge, skills, and personal development in contributing to the welfare of their community,  over half of the students (first year 53% and seniors 56%) indicated that Loyola had contributed to their personal development in this area “quite a bit” or “very much.” This is relatively the same for students at the other Jesuit institutions.
CIRP and CSS Findings:
· The vast majority of students (85%) over the past three years indicated that Loyola’s religious affiliation/orientation was not a very important factor in influencing their decision to attend Loyola. When asked to indicate reasons as very important in influencing a student’s decision to attend Loyola, 17.6% of the Class of ’02, 13.5% of the Class of ’03 and 18.2% of the Class of ’04 indicated that they were attracted by the religious affiliation/orientation of Loyola College.
· Students indicating that they performed volunteer work during the past year decreased from freshman year (89%) to senior year (72.5%). On average 42% of the first year students and 60% of the seniors indicated that they spent less than one hour a week doing volunteer work while 11.5% of the first year students and 8.2% of seniors spent 6 or more hours a week doing volunteer work.

	
	Class of 2002
	
	Class of 2003

	
	Freshman Year
	Senior Year
	
	Freshman Year
	Senior Year

	General activities done in the past year:
	
	
	

	Performed volunteer work
	89.5
	75.8
	
	88.8
	69.2

	
	
	

	Student objectives noted as essential or very important:
	
	
	

	Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment
	19.1
	27.8
	
	17.2
	16.0

	Developing a meaningful philosophy of life
	56.7
	56.7
	
	42.7
	49.8

	Helping others who are in difficulty
	70.1
	76.2
	
	63.4
	66.3

	Influencing social values
	42.2
	51.2
	
	39.9
	42.2

	Participating in a community action program
	33.7
	34.9
	
	27.9
	26.1

	
	
	

	During the past year how much time did you spend in a typical week doing the following:
	
	
	

	     Volunteer work
	
	
	

	None or less than one
	43.0
	58.9
	
	40.8
	60.9

	1 to 5
	46.8
	32.9
	
	46.1
	30.9

	6 to 10
	5.9
	5.3
	
	7.3
	5.2

	11 or more hours
	4.2
	2.9
	
	5.9
	3.0


First-Year Questionnaire –Class of 2006

· How well do you expect to achieve the goal to perform community service?
Expectations:  49.6% of all students responded “well” or “very well” when asked how much they expected to achieve the goal of performing community service. 

Follow-Up:  At the end of the semester, fewer students indicated “well” or “very well” on the follow-up question than they anticipated on the expectations survey. 26.6% of all students responded “well” or “very well” when asked how well they achieved the goal of performing community service. 
· How well do you expect to achieve a better understanding of the principles of Jesuit education? 
Expectations:  52.6% of all students responded “well” or “very well” when asked how well they expected to achieve the goal of understanding of the principles of Jesuit education. 

Follow-Up:  On the follow-up survey, slightly fewer students indicated their expectations were met “well” or “very well.” 45.1% of all students responded “well” or “very well” when asked how well they achieved a better understanding of the principles of Jesuit education. 
· How important is the Jesuit tradition to your educational experience here at Loyola? 
Expectations:  59.9% of all students stated that the Jesuit tradition was either important or very important to their educational experience at Loyola. 

Follow-Up:  On the follow-up survey, slightly fewer students indicated that the Jesuit tradition was as important to their educational experience. 54.0% of all students stated that the Jesuit tradition was either important or very important to their educational experience at Loyola. 

First-Year Questionnaire –Class of 2007
· How important is it for you to perform community service? 
Expectations:  69.4% of all respondents indicated that it was either important or very important to perform community service. 

Follow-Up:  Students responded similarly on both expectations and follow-up surveys. 72.7% of all respondents reported that it was either important or very important to perform community service. 
· How important is the Jesuit tradition to your educational experience here at Loyola? 
Expectations:  67.3% of all respondents stated that the Jesuit tradition was either important or very important to their educational experience at Loyola. 

Follow-Up:  On the follow-up survey, fewer students indicated that the Jesuit tradition was as important to their educational experience. 53.7% of all respondents stated that the Jesuit tradition was either important or very important to their educational experience. 
New Student Survey – Class of 2009
When asked to what extent do you agree with the statement “my life is affected by the problems (injustices) that exist in society,” 71% either strongly or somewhat agreed while 29% either somewhat or strongly disagreed
When asked how important is Loyola’s Jesuit mission to you as a student, 25 % indicated very important, 53% somewhat important and 21% not at all important.
Students were asked to rate the following 5 characteristics of Jesuit education with respect to their educational experience at Loyola.

· Adherence to a quality liberal arts education: 11% indicated totally or somewhat irrelevant, 47% somewhat relevant and 40% very relevant

· Affiliation with the Catholic religious tradition: 28% indicated totally or somewhat irrelevant, 36% somewhat relevant and 32% very relevant

· A faith commitment to service and social justice (educating students to be men and women for others): 14% indicated totally or somewhat irrelevant, 43% somewhat relevant and 40% very relevant

· Educating the whole person – mind, body and spirit (cura personalis): 10% indicated totally or somewhat irrelevant, 30% somewhat relevant and 57% very relevant

· Use of the spiritual traditions of reflection and discernment (the Examen – practices of prayerful and prudent decision making): 24% indicated totally or somewhat irrelevant, 49% somewhat relevant and 21% very relevant

IV. Discussion and Implications of the Data
Spirituality

Loyola’s mission statement and other documents clearly present a college that is committed to the spiritual development of its students. The data from our students offers us a mixed picture as the degree to which students are willing to engage in the process of their own spiritual journey and development. In many ways Loyola students are very similar to students that attend other Catholic institutions, some of which are Jesuit. In some rather significant ways Loyola students appear different than other undergraduate students with regard to spirituality. One of the more striking ways this is noted is in the spiritual development, religious engagement, and religious commitment factors of the CSVB survey. Loyola students scored lower than students at other Catholic institutions and students at all baccalaureate institutions. 
Since Loyola is a religious affiliated institution there is some expectation that the students electing to attend the institution are somewhat interested in spiritual development and the religious mission of the institution. This assumption is tempered by the fact that, on average over the past 3 years, only 16% of the students indicated that Loyola’s religious affiliation was very important in their decision to attend the College. This clearly presents a challenge to engage the students in a clear understanding and appreciation of the role of faith in their lives. Our students are not starting at any deeper appreciation or desire for spiritual development than other college students.
It is interesting to note that 62% of the students in the Class of 2008 indicated on the CSBV Survey that their spiritual/religious beliefs gave meaning or purpose to their lives. When asked to describe their current views about spiritual/religious matters, this same group of students responded with 40% indicating “secure”, 28% “seeking” and 12% “not interested.” Only 40% of our students describe their spiritual beliefs as secure yet 62% say that their spiritual beliefs give meaning and purpose to their lives. The question this raises is: How can a person gain meaning and purpose from a spiritual belief system that is not secure? Add to these responses the fact that 71% of the students do not expect their religious convictions to change in the next few years and the challenge to get students to deliberately think about and explore their own spiritual development becomes more evident and essential.
One of the tenets central to Ignatian spirituality is the knowledge of the love of God - that one is truly loved by God. According to the data from the CSBV Survey, only 39% of our students felt “loved by God’ during the past year. While we cannot determine if there is a statistical difference, it is important to note that Loyola students scored lower than students at other Catholic institutions and all other baccalaureate institutions. When asked if they “felt distant from God’ during the past year more of Loyola students indicated they had than students at other Catholic institutions and all other baccalaureate institutions. These are interesting points to consider given that more of our students attended a class, workshop or retreat on matters related to religion/spirituality (58%) than their counterparts at other Catholic institutions and all other baccalaureate institutions. 
The data indicates that students appear to be less outwardly engaged or interested in their spiritual development as they progress from first year to senior year. While there is no direct measure of their spiritual development, the self report data points to a less involved and less confident senior year student with regard to spirituality. This could be due in part to where they are in their own spiritual journey and personal development but this conclusion cannot be made without more precise information on the students. 
The Educational Learning Aims present what this institution believes all students should encounter and embody prior to their graduation from Loyola. The Faith and Mission aims rather specifically address a student’s faith development. The data presented offers a glimpse of the challenges before us at Loyola with respect to encouraging a mature faith in our students so that as graduates they comprehend what it means to do what they do “for the greater glory of God.” 
Jesuit Identity

Interesting to note is that on first year questionnaires, an average of 60% of the students indicate that the Jesuit mission is important to their educational endeavors at Loyola. This drops by the end of first semester to 53% of the students. The question this raises is: What is the incoming students’ understanding of Jesuit mission and identity? The answer to this question could give some understanding of why its importance drops in one semester and it is valued by only half the students.
In order to gain a clearer picture of students’ understanding of Jesuit mission and identity several related questions were asked for the first time on the New Student Survey administered during the 2005 summer orientation programs. These questions tap the student’s perception of the relevance and value of the various characteristics of a Jesuit education. The problem that remains is trying to understand a student’s working knowledge of the various aspects of a Jesuit education and the ways the students live out these aspects in their daily lives at Loyola and beyond. 
Clearly one way the Jesuit mission is defined is in service to others. While many of our students engage in service and see its value, the piece that is not clear is the extent to which students see the relationship between service and the Jesuit value of social justice and service as an embodiment of their faith commitment. There is no clear picture of how students relate their spiritual/religious belief system to their commitment to social justice and outreach through service to those less privileged and materially poor.
The challenge that remains is to operationally define the tenets of a Jesuit education and to determine how these can be assessed in students. The educational aims adopted by Loyola are a start but more needs to be done to accurately assess them. Can students articulate and demonstrate how the Jesuit core values are incorporated into their lives? In order to answer this question, efforts will have to go from self-report data and surveying student perceptions and beliefs to more objective measures of assessment.
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