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I attribute Project Mexico to the way I lead my life.  From the way I serve alongside people who are 
marginalized, to learning a new culture, familiarizing myself on both sides of a social justice issue, 
and even to all my future endeavors I apply what I've learned from being a member of the Project 
Mexico Team.  I am a lover of cultures especially of the developing world.  It is in these developing 
countries that the strongest people live and Mexico is no exception.  Talking, listening, eating, 
learning, working, and serving with the many men, women, and children of Mexicali and Tijuana, 
Mexico on innovative projects like a Bee Farm to promote children’s health, a Nopales (cactus) Ranch 
to alleviate diabetes, or cement work to give a local school a strong foundation on a muddy hillside of 
Tijuana all opened my eyes to the physical and mental strength of the people of the border regions in 
Mexico.  This does not even consider the struggles of border issues. Why are people who have so 
little, so grateful and determined is a question that continues to send me into a state of awe.  Now, as a 
senior, and approaching graduation with a Global Studies major focusing on economic, political, and 
social development of countries, one can tell by a glance Project Mexico’s impact on me.  Thank you 
PMEX. 
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Project Mexico is more than an international service experience; it is a program that studies the 
comprehensive issues surrounding immigration, economics and US-Mexico relations.  The friendships 
that you make on Project Mexico with the people you serve alongside are irreplaceable. This program 
has taught me the Jesuit values and the importance of education, reflection and direct service as 
three vital components to a successful and meaningful service experience.  
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Encounter El Salvador 
 

2009-2010 
Students 

Meaghan Gibbons ‘10 
Kara Griffin ’10 

Michael Ignozzi ‘12 
Lauren Janniello ’12 

Sarah Keenan ’12 
Jacqueline Lovdahl ‘12 

Courtney McNamara ‘10 
Jeff Parsons ’12 

Julie Anne Sayo ’11 
Alyssa Straniero ’12 

 
Faculty/Staff/Administrators/Grad Students 

Emily Dewlin 
Graduate Assistant- CCSJ 

Adanna Johnson  
Assistant Professor, Psychology Department 

Kimberly Turner  
Associate Director, ALANA Services  

 
Co-Coordinators 
Andrea Goicochea 

Claire Storey 
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