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Project Mexico
Center for Community Service and Justice

Loyola University Maryland
Humanities 142 H
Fall ‘11 and Spring ‘12
INSTRUCTOR:


Andrea Goicochea




Phone: 410-617-5823




E-mail: mgoicochea@loyola.edu
MODERATORS:

Kate Grubb Clark: Student Activities




Michael Clark: Events

STUDENT LEADERS:

Kim Byrnes 2012




Michelle Lally 2012
MEETING TIMES:

Tuesday 8:00 to 10:00 pm.
PREREQUISITES: 
The student must be selected through an application process which involves two stages.
 The first stage requires a written application be submitted which includes essays and two references. Based upon the application, the student must be selected for an interview with 2 members of the leadership team and Project Mexico alumni. A student will then be selected based upon the interview.
OBJECTIVES:

· To educate ourselves and explore the social justice issues faced by people of developing countries

· To serve alongside people in need of schools, shelters and community development projects

· To reflect on all that we experience in light of the various beliefs, expertise, value systems and faith or spiritual perspectives that participants may bring to the team

· To form relationships and a community with the Mexican people through immersion in the Mexican culture

· To build and experience a strong community among our team members

· To bring the spirit of Mexico back to the Loyola community

· To foster personal growth in the exploration of our commitments to service, justice, and our own values, spirituality or worldview

READINGS:



Required Readings (On SharePoint):
(A). Remen, MD, Rachel. Helping vs. Serving. Noetic Sciences Review.
(B). Kolvenbach, SJ, Peter-Hans. As I See It.
(C). Ryscavage, S.J., Rick. The Catholic Church’s Rich Understanding of U.S. Immigration. In All Things Winter 2006-2007. www.inallthings.org
(D) Immigration Basics. Justice For Immigrants. 
(E) NAFTA Chapter 11 Investor-State Cases: Lessons for the Central America Free Trade Agreement. Public Citizen
(F) Gallagher, Kevin (2007). The Enclave Effect: Foreign investment in the context of a bilateral trade agreement can create an "enclave economy" unconnected to the wider domestic economy.
Note. Additional readings may be added to the above, and will be posted on SharePoint. Students should read specific readings for the meeting times indicated, and be prepared to discuss in meetings. 
REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS:

Participating students are expected to complete all assigned readings and post weekly reflections on SharePoint. Students will also be required to solicit donations, both monetary and physical items, from friends, family, and local businesses. These donations are to raise money through monetary donations and through the annual Project Mexico Auction in which solicited items and services are auctioned.
Students are expected to have an open mind and interest in learning about global issues regarding immigration, fair trade, and international politics. Speakers, readings, and movies will focus on many of these topics and group reflections will foster discussion. Students will be expected to be respectful of other’s personal beliefs and opinions.
ATTENDANCE:

Attendance is mandatory; the student is expected to attend all meetings and all other required events. While your health and personal well being are important, please understand that notifying the program director that you are going to miss a class does not constitute an excused absence. An excused absence is only constituted by a medical emergency. If any other serious concern of consideration arises, an absence must be approved by the program directors. 
MODERATORS:

There are two moderators selected from faculty, staff, and administrators through a similar application and interview procedure experienced by the students. Moderators are asked to make a two year commitment so that only one moderator is selected each year and one will be returning. The moderators assist Andrea Goicochea in the organization and supervision of all activities. 
STUDENT LEADERS:

Student leaders are two Project Mexico alumni who are still enrolled as students. They are selected through an interview process involving Andrea, the moderators, and previous leaders. The student leaders, along with the moderators and Andrea, form the leadership team which meets weekly to help organize meetings and discuss any concerns or issues. 
“SharePoint” DISCUSSIONBOARDS:

Participant will be expected to complete weekly posting through the SharePoint Discussion Boards based upon personal reflections on the readings. Participants are also encouraged to read the reflections of other group members in order to be more involved in the group reflections during meetings. 

SPRING MEETINGS:

There are also regular meetings in the spring.  These meetings will focus on personal processing.  Additionally, ongoing campus education activities will be planned.
EVALUATION:

Students will be expected to complete an evaluation after the trip. The evaluation is used to identify and rework any potential weaknesses within the program. The evaluations are also sent to the host organization in Mexico and San Diego so that they may have feedback on the program that they had provided. 

 Project Mexico Syllabus Schedule

	Date
	Location
	Topic
	Speaker/
Leader
	Reading(s)/ Assignment(s)
	Video(s)/Media

	25-Sep
	Sunday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Bienvenidos & Introduction

Logistic Information
	PMex Co-Facilitators
	
	2010-2011 PMex Team (Video)

	27-Sep
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Experiential Context
	PMex Co-Facilitators
	Readings

· Helping vs. Serving (Remen)

· As I See It (Kolvenbach)

Assignments

· Spirituality Survey due
	A Single Story (Video)

	4-Oct
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Fundraising & Auction Logistics
	PMex Co-Facilitators
	
	

	8-Oct
	Saturday
	FAC
	Team Building
	Geoff Norbert
	
	

	11-Oct
	Tuesday
	C33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Historical Context—

Mexico and the US
	Dr. Bill Donovan
	Readings
· Dr. Donovan”s Historical Timeline
	A Line in the Sand (Audio Clip)

	18-Oct
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Current Context—

Economy & Trade
	
	Readings

· NAFTA Chapter 11 Investor-State Cases: Lessons for the Central America Free Trade Agreement (Public Citizen)
· The Enclave Effect (Gallagher)

	

	21-Oct/ 

22-Oct
	Friday/ 

Saturday
	Beans & Bread
	Overnight Retreat      

Tour of Esperanza Center and

 CASA of Maryland
	Colleen/Trent


	
	

	25-Oct
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Current Context—

Immigration
	Maureen Sweeney
	Readings

· Immigration Basics

· The Catholic Church’s Rich Understanding of U.S. Immigration


	

	1-Nov
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Alumni Reflections
	PMex Alumni
	
	

	6- Nov
	Sunday
	Sellinger Rm

TBA
	Auction Booklet Prep
	PMex team
	
	

	8-Nov
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Advocacy Context
	Chris

Jill 

[CASA rep]
	
	

	15-Nov
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Auction Prep
	PMex team
	
	

	17-Nov
	Thursday
	McGuire
	AUCTION NIGHT
	
	
	

	29-Nov
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Border Reality 
Community Development
	
	
	Las Puertas de la Muerte (Video)


	6-Dec
	Tuesday
	CO33 or HU Conf. Rm
	Trip Prep
	Jason Parcover
	Readings 

· Re-Entry Article

· 
	


