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Greetings from ALANA Services! I hope that this message finds you well and fully prepared for the coming 

semesters. We welcome the class of 2016 into the Loyola Community, and we say welcome back to the 

classes of 2013, 2014, and 2015.  

From campus-wide programming to other cultural events, the ALANA staff has been planning all summer 

for your arrival. We are here to assist the Loyola student body to explore Loyolaõs Jesuit core value of     

diversity.  

A good first step is to check out the events for Latino Heritage Month. Stay tuned for further details about 

our programming for the year. We hope that you will take advantage of these opportunities to learn and 

grow with us. It is our sincere hope that you all have a prosperous academic year! Grace and Peace!  

  Rodney L. Parker  

Directorõs Corner 
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number of Americans and    

American born Latinos.  

As we participate in this monthõs 

celebration of the culture and 

people that comprise the Latino 

community; let us work to       

educate ourselves on the topic of 

immigration reform and       

movements like the DREAM Act. 

Welcome back students! As 

summer fades into fall, itõs that 

time of the year for Latino  

Heritage Month. Every  

September, ALANA Services  

provides Loyola with programs 

and events to celebrate Latino 

Heritage Month (LHM),  

nationally known as Hispanic 

Heritage Month.  

In September 1968, President 

Lyndon B. Johnson proclaimed 

National Hispanic Heritage Week 

to be observed during the week 

that included September 15th and 

16th.  In 1989, the observance 

was expanded by Congress to a 

month long celebration 

(September 15 - October 15). 

America celebrates the culture 

and traditions of those who trace 

their roots to Spain, Mexico and 

the many Spanish-speaking  

nations of Central America, 

South America and the  

Caribbean.  

September 15th was chosen as 

the starting point for the  

celebration because it is the  

anniversary of independence of 

five Latin American countries: 

Costa Rica, El Salvador,  

Guatemala, Honduras and  

Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico 

and Chile celebrate their  

independence days on  

September 16th and 18th,  

respectively.  

This yearõs LHM activities will 

include a Night at the Art  

Gallery  and a performance from 

guest comedian Bill Santiago .  

Check out Mr. Santiagoõs  

exclusive biography on page 2 of 

this edition of the ALANA  

Anthem.  

As we celebrate Latino       

Heritage Month we also want to 

highlight that this country is facing 

an epic battle over immigration 

reform which impacts a large 
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Written by ALAS president Lena Hernandez 

Words from A.L.A.S. 

The Latino community holds a 

large stake in the upcoming  

presidential election with an 

estimated 21.7 million eligible 

voters. The Latino community is 

quickly becoming the largest 

minority group in the US.  Due 

to this rapid increase                   

greater influences and                 

infusion of Latino culture within 
the melting pot of the United 

States.  

Through our events for this 

yearõs Latino Heritage Month we 

will highlight some of the riches 

that the  

Latino culture brings. We invite 

our Loyola Community to share 

in a sample of our cultural  

offerings: a Panel Discussion on 

The Election and Dream Act, 

Comedian Bill Santiago, A Night 

at the Art Gallery & our 

3rd Annual Latin Fest!   

 

For further details on our 
events please see page 3 of this 

edition of the ALANA Anthem. 

     As Latino Heritage Month 

(9/15- 10/15) quickly approaches 

The Association of Latin  

American & Spanish  Students, 

better known as ALAS, would 

like to announce this 

yearõs theme: òYo Decidoó 

The influence of the  

Latino Voice in American 

Culture . The idea of  
òYo Decidoó comes from the 

March 5th edition of TIME    

magazine. That issue shared with 

the country the importance of 

the Latino community in the 

2012 election.  

 

About Latino Heritage Monthõs Guest Comedian 
Bill Santiago is the first born of at least four children. He became a standup comic after    

narrowly escaping a career in journalism, facing the fact that as a comedian he was funny, but 

as a reporter he was a joke. Itõs been said he was born to Puerto Rican immigrants, which is   

technically untrue, as Puerto Ricans are US citizens. Although he has an uncle who was once 

deported to the Bronx.  

 

Currently Santiago appears every Saturday morning on CNN with Randi Kaye, delivering 

comic relief commentary via Santiago's Weekly Pop Wrapup. 

 

While connecting solidly with his Latino fans, Santiago is just as popular for his savvy 
mainstream material, reminiscent of George Carlin and Jerry Seinfeld, and showcasing      

Santiago's journalistic roots, obsessions with language, and keen insights on everything from 

family to culture to cats to politics to religion to life and death to dance to Facebook. 

 

With the premiere of his first television special, òComedy Central Presents: Bill Santiago,ó he 

won over fans nationwide with his dead-on observations about Spanglish ð òtwice the      

vocabulary, half the grammar!ó and his beloved catchphrase òáPorque Because!ó Which led to 

his first book, "Pardon My Spanglish. ¡Porque Because!" The book is now being used at  

universities and high schools across the country to stimulate discussions about identity,    

language and multiculturalism. Santiago's second half-hour special for Showtime LOL aired in 

2011. 

Bill Santiago  
 www.billsantiago.com 
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Latino Heritage Month Events! 
See below for a full listing of ALASõs LHM eventsé looking forward to seeing you there. 

Guess Who? 

A 

E 

B 

C 

D 



Want to be an Iggie?! 
To become an òIggieó      

please contact: 

 

Anna Follensbee                                                 

Senior Assistant Director of 

Admission                        

alfollensbee@loyola.edu 

 

Megan OõBrien                                                 

Assistant Director of        

Admission                                

mlobrien@loyola.edu  

The Ignatian Society is      

Loyolaõs volunteer  

student ambassador group, 

and they are seeking new 

members! The òIggiesó lead 

campus tours, sit on student 

panels, make phone calls to 

prospective students and help 

with Saturday open house 

programs. This is a great way 
to share your knowledge and 

enthusiasm with potential 

future Loyola students.  

 

 

The Ignatian Society is 

named after St. Ignatius 

of Loyola, the patron 

saint of our University.   

Friday, September 7th  

3pm - 5pm 

At the Newman Volleyball Pit 

ALANA BBQ 

Bring your roommates  

        and friends!  
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Oscar Cisternas  will     

represent the Loyola       

community as President of the 

Class of 2015. From the looks 

of it, heõs well on his way to 

that senate run in 2020. 

all of which have little to do with a  

Presidentõs job description.  We have 

heard time and time again that we must 

choose the òlesser of the two evils,ó 

however, the wisest decision is an  

informed one.  Opinions fly left and right 

(excuse the pun) during an election year 

so it is  necessary to sift through opinion 

in search of facts. Democracy is the  

cornerstone of this country and we have 
the privilege to choose our leaders to 

make informed decisions for us; so in 

turn, we should discern whom we 

choose to influence our policies.  General 

advice whilst researching candidates  

includes checking multiple sources for each 

candidate to collect more robust,   

well-rounded information.  Also, be sure to 

tune into the presidential debates as well 

scheduled on October 3rd, 11th and 16th.  

 

For more information please see: 

http://

www.2012presidentialelectionnews.com/20

12-debate-schedule/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As the media will not let us forget, it is an 

election year. Some of the topics depicted 

in the media, oddly, have not been about 

criteria conducive of presidential candidacy.  
These topics include Romneyõs tax records, 

fee verses tax semantics within  

òObama-careó and family / religious values: 

Decision 2012 

Student Spotlight 
Congratulations to our students who have done phenomenal things this summer and will continue to 

show leadership and initiative throughout the coming year! 

 

Sophomore Dwayne   

Thomas  conducted breast 

cancer research at University 

of Notre Dame for the    

summer funded by the     

National Science Foundation 

and Harper Cancer Research 

Institute. 


