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Nietzsche once said that 

"without music, life would 

be a mistake.” We lovers of 

music know exactly what he 

means here: we have been 

moved, disturbed, made 

joyous, or despairing, by the 

muse of melody and poetic 

verse. Why does music have 

this effect on us? What does 

it mean for us? Can music 

be good or bad for us? Is 

there a moral aspect to 

creating music or to 

listening to it?  In this talk 

we will discuss Socrates’s 

theory of the relationship 

between music and the soul, 

using musical selections to 

illustrate his teaching. 
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            The Danger of Music:  Plato's Wrath Against Naked Dancers 


